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U.S. Goods Licensed for Export to 
Eastern Europe Up in 3d Quarter 


U.S. commodities licensed for ship- 
ment to the European Soviet bloc rose 
to a value of $11.4 million in the third 
quarter of 1959, an increase of $4.2 mil- 
lion over the $7.2 million in goods li- 
censed in the preceding quarter, Secre- 
tary of Commerce Frederick H, Mueller 
stated in his 49th report to the Presi- 
dent and the Congress on export con- 
trol operations. 

The report points out that approxi- 
mately 35 percent of the increase, or 





More U.S. Government Actions 
on page 40 





$1.4 million, was licensed for disposition 
of certain commodities at the close of 
the U.S. National Exhibit in Moscow. 
Other major items approved for export 
to the area in the third quarter were: 
Plastic pipemaking machinery, $708,605, 
and textile machinery, $5,661,789, for the 
U.S.S.R.; agricultural and forest prod- 


ucts, $874,842, to Czechoslovakia, East 
Germany, and Rumania; crude sulfur, 
$62,500, to Czechoslovakia; rasorite, $78. 
000, to Poland; and office equipment, 
$100,817, to Czechoslovakia and Hun. 
gary. 

Of the $16.7 million in third-quarter 
applications rejected for the U.S.S.R, 
$100,500 was in certain chemicals and 
plastics; $75,900 in synthetic rubber; 
and $15.6 million in stainless steel sheet, 
plate, and tubing. Principal commodi- 
ties rejected for other Eastern European 
coyntries included gravity meters, $28. 
930, for Poland and Hungary; seismo- 
graph sytsems and magnetic recorders, 
$500,000, for Rumania; copper scrap, 
$129,000, for Hungary; and polyethylene, 
$138,660, for Bulgaria and Rumania. 

In addition, applications to ship a 
total of $8.6 million worth of steel 
products to the bloc were returned 
without action because of the work 
stoppage in the U.S. steel industry, 
The report explains that this action 

(Continued on page 19) 





Foreign Businessmen 


The Secretary of Commerce invites 
foreign businessmen to call on the U.S. 
Department of Commerce in Washing- 
ton and on the Department’s Field 
Offices for advice and guidance in 
broadening their contacts with the 
United States. The plans of these 
visitors are announced each week under 
“World Trade Leads” in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly. 

Many of these businessmen call at 
the Department’s Field Offices seeking 
connections with suppliers of a large 
variety of raw materials and manufac- 
tured goods and with agents and distri- 
butors of imported merchandise. 

Additional information on this service 
may be obtained from any of the Com- 
merce Field Offices. 
aounerene, 3 N. Mex., 321 Post Office Bidg., 

hone 


omy! ., Ga., 604 Volunteer Bldg., 66 Luckie 


, JAckson 2-4121. 


roy 9, Mass., U. S. Post Office ane Court- 
house Bldg. CApitol 3-2312 or 2313 


Buffalo 3, N. ¥. 504 Federal Bidg., 117 Ellicott 
St. MAdison 4216. 


Charleston 4, 8. C., Area 2, Sergeant A ad 
Bidg., West End Broad St. Phone: 2-7771 


Cheyenne, Wyo., 207 Majestic Bidg., 16th St. 
and Capitol Ave. Phone: 8-8931. 


Chicago 6, Til., Room 1302, 226 W. Jackson 
Blvd. ANdover 3-3600. 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 915 Fifth Third Bank 
Bidg., 36 E. Fourth St. DUnbar 1-2200. 


Cleveland 1, Ohio, Federal Reserve Bank 
Bidg., E. 6th St. amd Superior Ave. CHerry 
1-7900. 

Dallas 1, Tex., Room 8-104 Merchandise Mart. 
Riverside 8-5611, 


Call at Field Offices 


Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
KEystone 4-4151. 


Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
WoOodward 3-9330. 


Greensboro, N. C., 407 U. 8. Post Office Bldg, 


Phone: 3-8234. 


Houston 2, Tex., 610 Scanlan Bldg., 405 Main 
Street, CApitol 2-7201. 


Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Elgin 4-7111. 


Kansas City 6, Mo., Room 2011, 911 Walnut 
St. BAltimore 1-7000. 


Los Angeles 15, Calif., Room 460, 
Broadway. Richmond 9-4711.} 


Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 
JAckson 6-3426, 


Miami 32, Fla., 316 U. 8. Post Office Bldg. 
FRanklin 9-5431. 


Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan Bldg. 
FEderal 2-3244. 


New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave, 
EXpress 2411, 


New York 1, N. Y., Empire State Bldg. 
LOngacre 3-3377. 


Philadelphia 7, Pa., Sefiezeon Bidg., 1018 
Chestnut St. Walnut 3-24 


Phoenix, Ariz. 
ALpine 8-5851. 


Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Grant 1-5370. 


Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Courthouse 
Bldg. CApital 6-3361. 


Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. Phone: 2-7138, 


Richmond 19, Va., Room 309 Parcel Post 
Bldg. Mliiton 4-9471. 


St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 
MAin 1- 81 00. 


Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple St. 
EMpire 4-2552. 

Ban Francisco 11, Calif., 
house. YUkon 6-3111. 


Bavannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
P. O. Bldg. ADams 2-4755. 


Seattle 4, Wash., 809 Federal Office Bidg. 
909 First Ave. MUtual 2-3300. 


1031 §. 


137 N. tated Ave. 


Room 419 Custom 
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4INITED STATES OF AMERESONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 
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Industrial Developments in the 


United Kingdom—Midlands Area 


The Birmingham District, approximately in the center of England 
and popularly called the Midlands, is a key industrial area. Having no 
seaport, its transportation needs are supplied by an extensive network 
of improved roads, railroads, and inland waterways. Heavy concen- 
tration of industry in the area and a reservoir of skilled workers and 
long-established companies have provided the basis for its industrial 


development. 


The prosperity enjoyed by industry in the Birmingham area in 
1958-59 can be attributed to the high level of output in the motor-car 
industry and revolutionary changes taking place in the reconstruction 
and redevelopment in the city of Birmingham. . 


Car Output at Record Levels 

The passenger-car industry has recov- 
ered from the recession of the Suez 
crisis and has increased its production 
to record heights—over 1 million cars 
in calendar year 1958. This success 
has been felt throughout the Mid- 
lands. The impetus generated by these 
record car sales is expected to persist. 
Presently there is one car for every 
three British families. The period of 
saturation is not expected for T-10 
years. Furthermore the industry’s suc- 
cess in the export field, particularly in 
the United States and Canada, gives 
cause to look to further expansion in 
foreign markets. In 1958-59 a record 
number of cars were shipped to the 
United States. 

Production of commercial vehicles 
has not yet pulled out of the 1956-57 
decline. Local transport authorities re- 
equipped after World War II and there 
is no large-scale need for new equip- 
ment at this time. Similarly, private 
companies purchased large numbers of 
trucks following the denationalization 
of the road transport industry in 1952 
and are not now attempting to replace 
their equipment. 


Machine Tool Industry Reviving 


The machine tool industry, an im- 
portant segment of the industrial com- 
plex of the Midlands, has gone through 
a slack period but is now receiving 
more orders, particularly from com- 
panies producing consumer goods. The 
greatest stimulus to the machine-tool 
trades has come from liberalized tax 
measures adopted by the British Gov- 
ernment last April, designed to en- 
courage manufacturers to expand out- 
lays on plant and equipment. Whereas 
companies dealing in specialized types 
of machine tools are definitely expand- 
ing output, it is believed that produc- 
tion of standard types is still not in- 
creasing. 


Certain industries in the Midlands, 


November 30, 1959 





This is the first of:a series nf ar- 
ticles reviewing industrial develop- 
ments in the principal areas of the 
United Kingdom. Others to follow 
will describe the economic. situa- 
tion in Scotland, Wales, Northern 
Ireland, Liverpool, Manchester, and 
Southampton. 





however, are not sharing in this gen- 
eral wave of prosperity. Production of 
pottery and bicycles, in particular, re- 
mains in the doldrums. The pottery in- 
dustry is facing a modernization pro- 
gram which has involved an enormous 
capital outlay. The smaller companies 
are tending to consolidate or go out 
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of business as they do not have the 
capital needed to modernize. As ap- 
proximately 50 percent of the business 
is in exports, companies are greatly 
concerned with demands in foreign mar- 
kets. One of their principal rivals is 
Japan and competition from that coun- 
try in the U.S. market has been partic- 
ularly keen. 


The bicycle industry also has been 
hard hit by competition from foreign 
producers, mainly those in Western 


Europe. The increased popularity of 
motor scooters is another factor adverse- 
ly affecting sales of bicycles. 


Road System Relocates Industries 


A planned system of new roads that 
will ring the city of Birmingham is 
having considerable impact on industries 
in that area. Many local firms, partic- 
ularly those of small or medium size— 
10-50 employees—are locating outside 
the city in less congested areas. Others 
are moving to “flatted”’ factories—those 
in which more than one company is 
located and where common facilities for 
receiving and dispatching of goods ex- 
ists. Within the metropolitan area of 
the city, construction of private homes, 
apartments, and commercial building 
has turned up sharply during the past 
year. In other parts of the Midlands, 
industrial building, though not excep- 
tional, has definitely improved. Con- 
struction figures are higher than in the 
comparable period of last year; Govern- 
ment encouragement to the building 
trade has helped considerably. 


Companies in the Midlands region 
generally tend to be enlightened in their 
outlook on expansion and development 
and have displayed considerable inter- 
est in greater mechanization and mod- 
ern sales techniques. Some companies, 
however, especially smaller plants in 
Birmingham, are not aware of steps 
they might take to improve their pro- 
ductivity. Those firms that do not keep 
up with the times are slowly but surely 
being forced out of business. The Bir- 
mingham Productivity Association, how- 
ever, has helped a great number of the 
smaller firms to imerease production 
and profit margins. 

Several companies in the Midlands 
which were formerly managed by fam- 
ily groups are passing into other hands. 
There is a trend toward employing 
trained administrators to operate the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Danish Industrial Output Gains, 
Trade With U.S., Reserves Up 


The level of Danish industrial production rose in the third quarter 
of the year about 8 percent above the level of the same period in 1958. 

Despite all expectations to the contrary, the foreign exchange posi- 
tion continued to improve, with variations from month to month. 

Both import and export trade with the United States in the first 8 
months increased substantially over the same period of last year. The 
total trade deficit of the first 6 months exceeded that of the 1958 period 
but was slightly reduced in July and August. 

Crop yields are expected to be below normal, and although higher 
prices will compensate to a large extend for the loss the need for larger 
amounts of imported feedstuffs will tend to reduce agriculture’s net 


foreign exchange earnings. 


Parliamentary approval on July 15 of the Government’s decision to 
join the Outer Seven ensures Danish membership in the Free Trade 


Association if it is established. 


Industrial Production Steps Up 

The July-August index of industrial 
production in December about 8 
percent higher than that of the corre- 
sponding 1958 figure of 93, a slightly 
higher rate of increase than in the first 
6 months. Output of consumer goods has 
risen more than that of capital goods, 
a reflection of the general uptrend in 
public consumption. 

Output of building materials, foot- 
wear and clothing, and the iron and 
metal industries continued to run about 
15 percent ahead of 1958. Notable in- 
creases were also registered by the 
chemical, textile, and food-processing 
industries. 


The larger steel shipyards on August 
1, had on order 65 commerical vessels 
totaling close to 1.2 million gross reg- 
istered tons and some smaller vessels. 
The future appears bright for the small- 
er steel shipyards and for the many 
wood shipyards because of the present 
expansion of the Danish fisheries fleet. 


Livestock production in the third 
quarter increased to 5 percent over the 
comparable period of 1958. 

Crops have been severely hurt by lack 
of moisture, and yields are expected to 
be below normal. Domestically grown 
feed supplies for the crop year 1959- 
60 are considerably smaller than usual, 
and as current prices and market pros- 
pects for livestock products are con- 
ducive to maintaining production feed 
imports are expected to increase signifi- 
cantly to take advantage of the situa- 
tion. 


was 


Reserves Up Despite Import Surplus 

Danish foreign exchange holdings 
amounted to 1,581 million crowns on 
September 30, compared with 974 mil- 
lion crowns a year ago. Although re- 
serves have almost doubled in the past 
year, they still cover the value of only 
2 months’ imports. 


4 


The total import surplus for the first 
8 months aggregated 946.1 
crowns, compared with 388.9 million for 
the same period of 1958. Imports in- 
creased by 935.4 million crowns, where- 
as exports rose by only 378.2 million 
crowns. 

Trade With U.S. Larger 

Imports from the United States have 
increased during the year, largely in 
grain, tobacco, chemicals, machinery, 
and equipment. In contrast, fuel pur- 
chases have dropped to less than half 
1958 imports, and oilseed and motor- 


vehicle imports have declined moder- 
ately. 

Exports to the United States have 
also shown a gain, which applies both 
to direct exports and to shipments, 
largely of food products, to the U. S. 
Armed Forces in Germany. Exports of 
furs; seeds; metals, principally tin al- 
loys; and furniture exceeded somewhat 
those of last year. 


Total imports for consumption from 


million 





eooc 


——_ 


the United States in January-August 
amounted to 613.6 million crowns. Tota] 
exports to the United States for the 
same period amounted to 495.7 million 
crowns, 
Principal Danish Trade With 
United States, 
January-August 1958 and 1959 


the 


(Value, in 1,000 Danish crowns') 
Imports 
1958 1959 
Grain ........ iacudias see 82,064 228,525 
Oil seeds, nuts, etc. ............... 88,371 60,345 
Tobacco .. 40,753 51,008 
Machinery, nonelectrical .. 29,554 49,279 
Mineral fuels, Oils ..............ccc00 105,852 42,548 
246,594 431,705 
Exports 
1958? 1959 
Meat and meat products ...... 180,058 143,059 
Hides anJl skins, 
including furs 38,015 49,581 
Metals. principally 
tin alloys .. 31,494 69,819 
OP ee a er: 22,564 33,575 
WOPTCGTO  ceceeceseiers 19,209 22,710 
291,340 318,744 


71 Danish crown=US$0.145. 

271958 export figures include shipments to 
the U.S. Armed Forres in the Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany. . 

Denmark to Join Outer Seven 

The Danish Government has com- 
mitted itself to a tariff increase to be- 
come effective simultaneously with the 
establishment of the Free Trade Asso- 
ciation, which is expected before July 1, 
1960. Inasmuch as the first 20-percent 
tariff reduction within FTA will become 
effective on July 1, a multiplicity of 
rates is anticipated in the course of 
next year. 

The higher revised tariff rates will 
continue to apply to imports from non- 


member countries, including the United , 


States. On the other hand, removal of 
remaining quantitative restrictions on 
trade with all countries is expected, 


and even after the tariff revision Den- 
mark is expected to remain a relatively 
low tariff country—U.S. Embassy, Co- 
penhagen, 





investment in TAIWAN 


Sold by U.S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, and by the 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 


Washington 25, D.C. 


a BFC handbook for U.S. businessmen... covering the climate for 
foreign investment in Taiwan . . . economic conditions . . . resources 
and industry... . transportation and communications ... finance... 
foreign trade and commercial policy ... trade and exchange controls 
+ +. business policy, organization, management . .. taxation... labor 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Stability Characterizes French Economy 


B. Robert Sarich 


European Division 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


A favorable overall balance of trade and payments, growing 
foreign exchange reserves, and industrial recovery with full employ- 
ment are evidence of the sound position of France’s economy in 1959. 

The many bright spots in the economic picture are tempered, how- 
ever, by the pressures on the price level and intensified wage demands. 
There is some danger that these forces could set off a round of inflation 
but the situation still remains within manageable proportions, consider- 
ing the unutilized margins of productive capacity. 


Foreign Trade Near Balance 

Currently the spotlight continued to 
be on foreign trade developments, with 
France’s 1959 foreign trade position 
showing remarkable improvement over 
the preceding year. The overall balance 
of trade (foreign countries and Overseas 
Franc Area) for the period January- 
October 1959 registered a surplus of 
$410 million in contrast to a $603 mil- 


lion deficit in 1958. Total exports in 
the first 10 months of 1959 reached 
$4,516 million, while imports totaled 
$4,105 million. Particularly important 


was the improvement achieved in trade 
with foreign countries, where the (Jan- 
uary-October) deficit was reduced from 
$824 million in 1958 to $21 million in 
1959. Trade circles anticipate that this 
favorable trend will continue. 


Treaty Consolidates U.S. Ties 


Consolidating the close economic ties 
between the United States and France 
was the signing on November 25 of a 
“Convention on Establishment between 
the United States of America and 
France.” In this Convention each of the 
two countries: Agrees to accord within 
its territories to citizens and corpora- 
tions of the other, treatment no less 
favorable than it accords to its own citi- 
zens and corporations with respect to 
engaging in commercial, industrial, and 
financial activities; formally endorses 
standards regarding the protection of 
persons, their property and _ interests 
that reflect enlightened legal and con- 
Stitutional principles; and recognizes 
the importance of furthering the inter- 
national movement of investment capi- 
tal, and agrees that such movements 
shall not be unnecessarily hampered. 

The provisions relating to the protec- 
tion of the property of aliens, taken 
together with the clause subjecting dis- 
putes arising under the Convention to 
adjudication by the International Court 
of Justice, should provide substantially, 
as between the contracting parties, the 
sort of treaty coverage presently being 
advocated publicly by business and 
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legal groups organized in this country 
and abroad, as a means of strengthening 
international law as applicable to inter- 
national investment. 


The general betterment of France’s 
trading position also was reflected in 
Franco-U.S. commodity exchanges. In 
contrast to traditional yearly trade 
deficits, France’s trade balance with the 
United States inthe first 9 months of 
1959 recorded a $29-million surplus— 
exports $333 million; imports $304 mil- 
lion. The strong showing of exports was 
chiefly attributable to rising sales of 
automobiles, iron and steel and wine. 


Trade Barriers Lowered 


France continues to make progress in 
the liberalization of imports and in nar- 
rowing the difference between the dol- 
lar and OEEC lists. From the beginning 
of the year about 80 percent of French 
imports from the United States (based 
on 1953 trade) had been freed from 
quantitative import” restrictions. The 
French Government on November 5 an- 
nounced additions to the liberalization 
list applicable equally to the dollar 
area and OEEC countries. These addi- 
tions consist of 49 tariffs posts or sub- 
classifications, bringing a total liberali- 
zation count to 1,309 vosts for the OBEC 
area and 1,259 for the United States. 
Among the products covered by the 
new liberalization step are textile tub- 
ing, belts, certain outer garments, 
ceramic piping, hand tools, electric 
razors, absorption refrigerating equip- 
ment, harvesting-threshing combines 
with a cutter bar equal or superior in 
width to 13 feet 6 inches, electric water 
heaters, space-heating electric appara- 
tus, electric irons, power-driven culti- 
vators, image projectors. 

The removal of quantitative restric- 
tions undoubtedly will improve the mar- 
ket opportunities for a number of these 
items. In connection with this action on 
November 6 the French Minister of Fi- 
nance and Economic Affairs made an 
important commercial policy statement 
emphasizing that, in future French 


trade liberalization measures, tmports 
from the dollar and OEEC areas will 
be subject to the same treatment. He 
also stressed France’s determination to 
abolish, within 2 years, all quantitative 
import restrictions on industrial prod- 
ucts imported from the United States 
and Europe. 


Price Rise Causes Concern 


Concomitantly with foreign trade de- 
velopments, rising prices and the un- 
certain wage outlook continued to 
occupy the economic headlines. The cur- 
rent price tensions had their origins in 
the unusually dry summer and the en- 
suing shortages of a number of food- 
stuffs, such as dairy products, sugar, 
and vegetables. Food prices generally 
play a pilot role in French price move- 
ments because of the very large place 
occupied by foodstuffs in the pattern 
of consumer expenditures. This mecha- 
nism has been at work in recent months 
and the resulting rise in the cost of 
living has pinched wage earners inten- 
sifying wage demands. 

The Government, viewing with appre- 
hension this threat to its stabilization 
program, has intervened with a series 
of ad hoc measures. It has suspended 
customs duties and lifted import re- 
strictions for November and December 
1959 on several food products including 
fresh and dry vegetables, some fruits 
(pears), and others. It has lifted quan- 
titative restrictions while maintaining 
customs duties on a number of manu- 
factured articles—mainly household 
electrical appliances—and certain tex- 
tiles. Imports have been liberalized and 
import quotas increased by 25 percent 
for the dollar area and OEEC countries 
for agricultural machinery such as 
small-size harvester-threshers and diesel- 
powered tractors. In addition, the Gov- 
ernment is considering the possibility 
of reducing the prices of coal, gas, elec- 
tricity (for industrial users), railroad 
freight rates and gasoline. 

The idea behind this price reduction 
is to induce industry to lower prices of 
industrial and manufactured products. 
It is reported that these price cuts by 
nationalized enterprises will be com- 
pensated by reducing the element in 
their present prices earmarked for re- 
investment, on the theory that the im- 
proved condition of the capital market 
should make it possible for them to 
finance a larger portion of their invest- 
ment programs by borrowing. It may 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Lecture Series Offered 
On German Business 


A new lecture and discussion se- 
ries on “Common Management 
Problems” is being sponsored by 
the American Chamber of Com- 
merce in Germany. The first pres- 
entation concerned “Tax Questions 
of Interest to U.S. Companies in 
Germany,” a copy of which is avail- 
able on loan from the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D.C. 

Subsequent topics will be on cor- 
porate organizations; finance and 
control; and personnel, insurance, 
legal sales, customs, purchasing, 
and manufacturing matters in Ger- 
many.—U.S. Consulate General, 
Frankfurt. 
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Stability Characterizes ... 


(Continued from page 5) 
be, however, that this exercise will 
mean an increased burden for the 
treasury. 


Industry Makes Notable Gains 


Following a mild recession experi- 
enced in 1958 industrial production re- 
covered strongly during 1959. The 
upward production trend has been re- 
sumer since September with a number 
of industrial sectors registering notable 
gains. The industrial production index 
(excluding building) for September 
stood at 160 (1952=100), 7 percent 
above the preceding year’s level. 

Encouraging growth continued in 
metal production and processing, coal, 
textile, and automobile industries. Dur- 
ing the first 7 months of 1959 total au- 
tomobile production in France amounted 
to 781,885 units as against 697,257 units 
in the corresponding period of 1958, a 
12-percent increase. The largest French 
producer, Renault, expects its 1959 out- 
put to reach 500,000 units, of which 
about 230,000 vehicles will have been 
exported valued at about $120 million. 


"New Franc'’ Announced 


The Government announced several 
financial measures. The “new franc,” 
equal to 100 present-day francs, will 
become the legal currency unit on Jan- 
vary 4, 1960, the first working day 
of the new year. With the changeover 
the Treasury will put into circulation 
the new coins and banknotes, while 
gradually retiring the old ones. 

Reflecting the current stability of 
the franc, the Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Affairs increased the annual 
foreign exchange allowance for French 
residents proceeding abroad for tourist 
purposes. The foreign exchange alloca- 
tion has been raised from 50,000 francs 
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(about $100) to 150,000 francs (about 
$300), now available either in a lump 
sum or in several parts, and without 
distinction as to tourist destination. 
The new allocation is effective immedi- 
ately and represents the most liberal 
treatment accorded residents of France 
since the end of the war. In addition to 
the foreign exchange allowance French 
residents traveling abroad also may 
take with them 25,000 francs in French 
currency. 


France’s foreign exchange receipts 
continued to rise and, despite a recent 
$66-million payment to the International 
Monetary Fund, total official gold and 
dollar reserves reached $1,856.8 million 
on September 30. In addition, the 
French balance of payments for 1959 
is expected to show a surplus in the 
neighborhood of $1 billion. 


Common Market Brings Accords 


Conscious that the Common Market 
opened up increased export sales onp- 
portunities French manufacturers have 
been concluding marketing agreements 
with foreign firms in other Common 
Market countries. Among the more im- 
portant agreements of this nature were 
the arrangement between French and 
Italian automobile Lroducers, Renault/ 
Alfa Romeo and Simca/Fiat. Since 
establishment of extensive foreign sales 
and service networks are costly and 
difficult to set up, the Franco-Italian 
motor vehicle producers agreed to put 
their already existing facilities at one 
another’s disposal, which reportedly is 
already proving highly advantageous to 
all parties. 

The French firms Progil and Ugine 
have been joined by the German manu- 
facturer Bayer in the creation of a new 
French company to produce isocyanates, 
polyesters, and polyethers for the man- 
ufacture of polyurethane products. The 
new company with a capital of 250 
million francs and a plant at Pont-de- 
Chaix (Isere), is named “Progil-Bayer- 
Ugine” and will be the first and only 
producer of isocyanates in France. 


U. S. Investments Highlighted 


Evidence of France's continued at- 
traction to private U.S. capital was 
demonstrated with the inauguration on 
October 1 of a new ultramodern $31.6- 
million oil refinery of the Esso Standard 
Oil Co. of France, located on the Ambes 
Peninsula near Bordeaux. The initial 
capacity of the refinery is 1.6 million 
metric tons of crude oil a year, but it 
was designed to be increased to 2.5 
million tons if future demand so war- 
rants. The refinery’s output will be 
marketed principally in Southern France 
and the economic impact of this invest- 
ment is expected to have _ beneficial 
effects in the economy of the Bordeaux 
region. 

Another U.S. firm, Firestone Tire and 
Rubber Co. has decided to establish a 
factory in France, outside of the Paris 


——e 


area. The plant will manufacture a com. 
plete range of tires and tubes for auto- 
mobiles, trucks, tractors, motorcycles, 
and motor scooters, and the rubber’ 
plant will produce several forms of 
synthetic. Similarly Goodyear Tire ang 
Rubber Co. has selected Amiens, 80 
miles north of Paris, for the new tire 
and tube manufacturing plant it wil] 
build in France. The new plant, which 
will cost about $7 million, is expected 
to produce passenger and truck tires 
for the French market, Common Mar. 
ket countries, and other exports. 


Significant joint ventures between 
U.S. and French firms include the U5, 
firm Dew Chemical Co. and Pechiney, 
one of the largest French chemical pro- 
ducers. They have announced the for- 
mation of a company named “Plas- 
tichimie,” owned 51 percent by Pechiney 
and 49 percent by Dow. The new fae- 
tory, to be build near Compiegne, is 
expected to produce various grades of 
polystyrene molding powder, including 
current grade, heat resistant grade, 
high impact grade, and _ polystyrene 
acrylonitrile. 

The above are only a few instances 
of the flow of U.S. private capital to 
France. On the other hand, French 
firms also are interested in investing 
in the United States. In recent months 
a large French manufacturer, St. Virax 
Ets., Metivier-Lang, of Paris has 
established an American subsidiary in 
New York known as Virax Inc. which 
will produce machine tools. 





Industrial Developments .. . 


(Continued from page 3) 


companies with the families acting as 
directors of the boards. 


Building Controls Affect Growth 


Government controls over construc- 
tion of factories, through its system of 
industrial production certificates, has 
affected the rate of industrial growth 
in the Midlands. Such a certificate must 
be obtained from the British Board of 
Trade before any new factory or exten- 
sion to an existing factory of more than 
5,000 square feet can be built. The two 
principal reasons for these certificates 
are to help areas of unemployment and 
to reduce industrial congestion in other 
areas. Unemployment in the Midlands 
is comparatively low and industrial con- 
centration is high. Therefore, the Board 
of Trade attempts to discourage new 
industry from starting there and in 
fact most companies are refused build- 
ing certificates except in unusual cir- 
cumstances. Each application for a cer- 
tificate is considered on its own merits. 

While this regulation limits the op- 
portunity for new foreign investment 
in the Midlands, there is a continuing 
opportunity for U.S. firms to link up 
with British firms already established 
there.—U.S. Consulate, Birmingham, 
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| Honduran Coffee Crop, 
Banana Exports Up 


The Honduran economic situation con- 
tinued to improve in the third quarter 
of the year. International reserves ex- 
ceeded those of last year. 


The coffee crop was better, although 
cotton production was down, and banana 
shipments were expected to equal those 
of last year. 


Banana exports, although still below 
those of last year because of blow- 
down-reduced exports in the second 
quarter moved in the third quarter 
at levels above those of last year and 
were expected by the year’s end to ap- 
proximate those for 1958. 

Coffee production, although adversely 
affected by lack of rain, was expected 
to exceed that of last year, primarily 
from first yields of acreage planted in 
1953 and 1954. A production of between 
216,000 and 220,000 60-kilogram sacks is 
expected and proceeds from exports to 
be on the order of $12.5 to $13.0 million. 

Revised estimates of cotton planting 
indicate that the area sown is but 
slightly over 2,000 manzanas, compared 
with about 11,000 manzanas under culti- 
vation for the previous crop (1 man- 
zana=1.7 acres). 


Reserve Position Improves 

Net international reserves on August 
31 amounted to $15.9 million, $2.8 mil- 
lion higher than a year ago. Of the in- 
crease $2.5 million was accounted for by 
a $1.5 million line of credit with two 
private U.S. banks and a $1 million 
capital deposit by the new Tegucigalpa 
branch of the Bank of London and 
Montreal. 

The seasonal decline in exchange 
holdings in the second half of the year 
is expected to reduce holdings to about 
$12.0 million by the year’s end, com- 
pared with $9.3 million on December 31, 
1959. 


Domestic Activity Maintained 

Despite recurrent political unrest, 
overall domestic commercial activity 
generally maintained the pace of the 
second quarter. August and September 
sales in the Tegucigalpa area, were re- 
ported to have quickly regained the 
level maintained before the July 12 at- 
tempt against the Government, 

Government income through Septem- 
ber 30 amounted to $27.0 million, com- 
pared with $25.6 million in the same 
period last year. Outlays in the first 
9 months totaled $30.25 million. The 
$3.25 mililon deficit was financed equal- 
ly by internal and external credit 
sources, 

Cementos de Honduras, S.A. which 
began production in July, was forced 
to shut down temporarily because of 
Sti? price competition from Salvadoran 
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Industrial Output, Productivity, 
Trade Advance in Netherlands 


Netherlands industrial production rose 8 percent in July and 
August above the like months of 1958, and productivity increased 
substantially. Consolidation within industry and cooperative arrange- 
ments between various Dutch and foreign firms continued in anticipa- 
tion of larger markets and greater competition which the European 
Common Market is expected to produce. 


Third-quarter imports and exports both exceeded levels of the 


corresponding period of 1958. 


Net gold and foreign exchange reserves amounted to 5,170 million 
guilders at the end of September, a little above the 4,972 million guilder 
level of a year earlier (1 guilder—US$0.263). 


Production Index Rises 10 Percent 


The industrial production index aver- 
aged 136.5 for July and August 1959, 
compared with 126.5 for the same 2 
months of last year. 


Among Netherlands industries, the 
leather and rubber group showed the 
sharpest increase, 12.5 percent, over the 
July-August period of 1958. The paper 
industry was not far behind with a gain 
of 9.5 percent. A 7.7-percent increase 
was registered by gas and electricity 
production, 5.7 percent by building prod- 
ucts and 4.5 percent by chemicals. Out- 
put of the coal-mining and food-proc- 
essing industries was up only slightly. 


Productivity Also Gains 


Output per worker climbed to an in- 
dex of 131 for the second quarter, the 
highest level in Netherlands history 
(1953=100). The index stood 11 percent 
over the preceding 3 months and 9 per- 
cent over the second quarter of 1958. 
This rise largely reflects the comple- 
tion of heavy capital investments begun 
in 1955 and 1956, as well as a more 
intensive use of labor accompanying the 
upturn in industrial production. 

With an eye to larger markets and 
increased competition expected when 
the Euorpean Common Market is fully 
implemented, a number of Netherlands 
firms merged or entered into coopera- 
in the 
third quarter. One of the most impor- 
tant cooperative arrangements was 
made between the Nijverdal-Ten Cate 
Co., the Netherlands largest cotton tex- 
tile firm, and C. T. Stork & Co. weaving 
mills. Also, Unilever announced plans to 
absorb Apollo Candle Works. 


Imports Outgain Exports 
Netherlands imports rose 11.1 percent 





cement, company officials report. Gov- 
ernment assistance in the form of im- 
port quotas was requested. 

Compania Televisora Hondurena, S. A. 
inaugurated its new television station 
on September 15, and has presented 2- 
hour test programs daily. 





in the third quarter over the corre- 
sponding months of 1958 to 3,716 mil- 
lion guilders. Exports were up 8.9 per- 
cent to 3,343 million guilders. Septem- 
ber exports were 13 percent above those 
of September 1958, the highest monthly 
level ever reported for the Netherlands. 
A large part of this_rise was attributed 
to sharply increasing prices for Dutch 
agricultural products brought on by the 
long drought in Europe this summer. 
The September import and export 
trade were nearly in balance, a position 
almost without precedent in Nether- 
lands postwar foreign trade history. 
Imports in the first 8 months increased 
8 percent in value over the correspond- 
ing period of 1958. Value of consumer 
goods imported rose 10 percent, raw 
materials and _ semifinished products 
gained 9 percent, and capital goods 5 
percent. On the other hand, value of 
fuel imports declined 10 percent, a 
reflection of the European coal surplus. 


Exports increased 9.4 percent; man- 
ufactured goods were up 8.6 percent 
and agricultural products up 10 percent. 

Netherlands trade with Europe in the 
first 8 months increased over the like 
period of 1958, especially with the Com- 
mon Market. Imports from areas out- 
side Europe, with the exception of 
Africa, decreased. Imports from the 
United States dipped 3 pereent but ex- 
ports to the United States rose by 23 
percent. Exports to Western Germany 
increased 21 percent, and to South 
America 25 percent. 


Commercial TV Approved 


A significant development in the Neth- 
erlands communications field in the 
third quarter was the Government's ap- 
proval in principle of introduction of 
commercials on telecasts. In July the 
mumber of registered TV sets in the 
Netherlands passed the half-million 
mark. Thus, about 16 percent of Neth- 
erlands families owned TV sets, com- 
pared with 13 percent at the end of 
1958 and 8 percent at the end of 1957. 
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Taiwan Makes Rapid Recovery From 


Flood Damages; Riceland Hard Hit 


Some sectors of the Taiwan economy, principally agriculture, trans- 
portation, and communications, suffered temporary setbacks in the third 
quarter of the year when typhoons and floods struck the Island. 

The Government, however, took stringent measures to cope with 
the task and by October most of the damage had been rectified and 
there appeared to be no long-run check to economic progress. 

Imports rose in the first 9 months of the year, while exports showed 
some decline. The exchange rate for Taiwan currency was further 
modified, and the exporter now receives a foreign exchange certificate 
at the official rate or cash in the same amount. 

U.S. interest in trade and investment in Taiwan is reported to be 
increasing. Several surplus commodity agreement loans were approved 
during the quarter and two U.S. Development Loan Fund agreements 


were signed. 


Flood Damages Mostly Repaired 


More than 69,000 hectares of agricul- 
tural land were flooded or damaged 
early in August, although half the area 
was eroded, unproductive  slopeland 
plots (1 hectare=2.4 acres). Only 8,000 
hectares of rice land appears. to have 
been compeltely washed out, and by 
early October, the remainder of the 
affected areas had either been replanted 
or set aside for planting winter wheat. 
Despite the loss of paddy land, rice 
stocks appear to be sufficient to main- 
tain domestic supplies and meet com- 
mitments for export. 

Bananas, soybeans, and peanuts also 
suffered damage. Sugarcane and pine- 
apples proved resistant to damage from 
the flood. 

Communications facilities in the 
flooded area were damaged, and some 
types of permanent installations have 
not been replaced or entirely restored 
to normal, Transportation facilities 
were extensively damaged in central 
Taiwan. In a relatively short time, how- 
ever, rail service was restored on the 
main line and principal bridges were 
reopened. 

The principal area in which flood 
damage occurred is not heavily indus- 
trialized, and the industrial sector 
therefore suffered only minor damage. 
Production appears to have maintained 
the good rate of gain shown in the first 
half of the year. The general index fig- 
ure for June stood at 154.2, compared 
with 128.8 for June 1958 (1953=100). 

The textile, plywood, and cement in- 
dustries worked at full capacity against 
full order books for the remainder of 
the year. Principal textile producers are 
hooked through the first quarter of 
1960. Machinery and metal production 
declined from the 1958 level. 

The Government sector of the econ- 
omy, which compsises slightly more 
than 40 percent of total output, regis- 
tered increases in production of petro- 
leum, chemicals, power, and textiles. 





The important Wu She Dam, in central 
Taiwan, completed in the third quarter, 
will add 40,000 kilowatts to the Island’s 
power facilities. 


Goverenment Takes Measures 


The Government took stringent fiscal 
measures to cope with the task of flood 
rehabilitation. Extraordinary revenue 
charges were temporarily superimposed 
on the existing tax base and another 
group of taxes raised charges for com- 
munications services and power rates. 
In August it requested emergency eco- 
nomic aid, and the United States is ex- 
pected to program about $9 million for 
that purpose, primarily in surplus agri- 
cultural commodities. 

The level of U.S. economic assistance 
to Taiwan for the 1960 fiscal year has 
not been finally determined. The sum of 
$70 million was programmed for the 
year ended July 31, 1959. 


Deficit financing, continuing during 
the quarter, maintained the rise in 
money supply and exerted a strain on 
the price level. Imposition of the special 
taxes produced an almost instantaneous 
effect on prices and business costs al- 
though the increase in the September 
cost-of-living index was not sharp. 


Imports Up, Exports Decline 


Exports in the first 9 months of the 
year reached US$119.9 million, about 
US$2 million less than in the compar- 
able period of 1958. Principal export 
markets were Japan, Iran, Hong Kong, 
South Korea, and the United States. 
Imports totaled US$113.2 million, 
US$13.5 million above the total for the 
corresponding period last year. Princi- 
pal suppliers were Japan, the United 
States, Iraq, West Germany, and 
Malaya. 

The exchange rate for Taiwan’s cur- 
rency, revised in two stages in 1958 to 
a unitary rate of NT$36.08 per US$1, 
was further modified on August 19. Un- 
der the system now in effect the 
exporter receives either a foreign ex- 


. 
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Netherlands Provinces 
Seek New Industries 


The Netherlands Provinces of Fries. 
land, Groningen, Drente and Overijsse] 
in the northeastern section of the coun- 
try are endeavoring to attract new in- 
dustries for the purpose of relieving un. 
employment and broadening the eco. 
nomic base of that predominately agri- 
cultural area. 


Inducements offered by Friesland to 
new investment include subsidies which 
may amount to as much as 30 percent 
of building costs and 50 percent of 
land costs. The Province has also es. 
fablished new technical schools to train 
manpower for industrial jobs. New 
roads are being built and will greatly 
reduce highway distances to the Port 
of Amsterdam. 

Other advantages in the Provinces 
include generally lower wage scales and 
a more plentiful labor supply than js 
available in the heavily industrialized 
parts of the country.—U.S. Consulate 
General, Amsterdam. 





change certificate (FEC) valued at 
NT$36.08 or cash in the same amount. 
This figure is designated as the official 
or unitary rate (bank buying; the bank 
selling rate is NT$36.38 per US$1). 

Formerly an exporter received 
NT$24.58 per US$1 in cash, plus an FEC 
with a face value of NT$11.50 per US$1. 
Inasmuch as the FEC, required for im- 
port exchange purchases, could be freely 
traded in the open exchange market, its 
value fluctuated. 


U.S. Interest Increases 


The U.S. business community is re- 
ported to be showing increasing interest 
in trading or investing in Taiwan. The 
Department of Commerce has also noted 
an increase in number of inquiries relat- 
ing to possible incorporation and invest- 
ment in Taiwan as China Trade Act 
companies, 

Two American firms completed ar- 
rangements during the quarter with 4 
single Taiwan firm for financing steel 
scrap and machinry imported by the 
firm for the manufacture of steel bars 
and nails for the American markets. 
A U.S. antibiotics manufacturer made 
preparatory surveys in conection with a 
joint antibiotic manufacturing opera- 
tion with the Taiwan Sugar Corpora- 
tion. 

Two U.S. Development Loan Fund 
agreements were signed in the first half 
of the year totaling US$2.35 million. Re- 
cipients were the Pioneer Chemical Cor- 
poration, which received US$1 million 
for its byproduct coke oven, and the 
Taiwan Aluminum Corporation, author- 
ized US$1.35 million for modernization 
and expansion of its productive facili- 
ties. 

A surplus agricultural commodity 
agreement with the United States total- 
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PRPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP PPP PIPII ISS 
Foreign Service Officer 


To Visit U.S. Cities 


Eugene A. Gilmore, Economic 
Counselor with the American Em- 
bassy in Havana, will visit New 
York, Boston, and Philadelphia 
while on home leave in the United 
States. Mr. Gilmore will be avail- 
able for trade conferences in New 
York on December 3 and 4, in Bos- 
ton on December 7 and 8, and in 
Philadelphia on December 9 and 10. 

Businessmen desiring to discuss 
with the counselor economic, trad- 
ing, or investment problems as they 
relate to Cuba may arrange to do 
so through U.S. Department of 
Commerec Field Offices in those 
cities. 


Ye pha ahbbhbbbbhihhipihipii tit trtnd 


ing US$13.4 million was signed in June 
for the sale of wheat, soybean and cot- 
tonseed oil, dairy products, and tobacco 
under Title I of Public Law 480. 

Two Cooley Amendment loans from 
local currency holdings generated from 
Public Law 480 surplus agricultural 
commodity shipments were ratified, one 
for NT$25 million for the Ingalls- 
Taiwan shipbuilding & Dry ,Dock Cor- 
poration of Keelung, the other for $4.2 
million for the Taichang Industrial Cor- 
poration, a Portland cement manufac- 
turer. 

Taiwan revised foreign investment 
law has not yet been acted upon, but 
preliminary discussions between USS. 
Treasury Department officials and the 
Government of the Republic of China 
were concluded in Taipei in August on 
the draft of a double taxation conven- 
tion. Further negotiations were sched- 
uled to be held in Washington this fall. 

The Government after seizing several 
thousand copies of two printed editions 
of the Encyclopedia Britannica which 
had been put on sale in local book- 
stores authorized the bona fide publish- 
ers to register the encyclopedia under 
Chinese copyright law. The United 
States is attempting to secure better 
legal protection for American copyrights 
on Taiwan and prevent export of pirated 
editions to other markets in the Far 
East. 





U.S. hops producers and exporters can 
expect greatly increased competition 
from Yugoslav hops in world markets 
in 1959-60, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 

Revised estimates now place Yugo- 
Slavia’s 1959 crop at a record 4,470 
metric tons (9.9 million pounds), about 
47 percent larger than a year ago. This 
will give Yugoslavia an exportable sur- 
plus of 4,120 tons (2.9 million pounds), 
- percent more than exports in 1958- 
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Rhodesian Mining Regains Ground 
After Last Year's Slump in Prices 


Mineral production and exports were down by value in 1958 for the 
second consecutive year in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
Copper prices, however, recovered early this year, and the country’s 
mining is now quickly coming back into its own. 

Copper, though not entirely to blame for the slump last year was, 
in terms of value, the major offender. Declines in value of production 
of asbestos, chrome, coal, lead, and zinc also contributed to the drop. 
The Federation’s mineral output has diminished by over $140 million 
in the past 2 years, falling from $427 million in 1956 to $287 million 
in 1958. Although the 1958 decline was not so severe as was that of 
1957, its effects were felt in almost every phase of the country’s econ- 


omy 


No letdown occurred in mining prospecting and exploration in 1958. 


Transportation continued to improve, although railway rates were 


higher, and power was abundant. 


Outlook Encouraging 


With the recovery of copper prices 
and greater output both in Northern 
Rhodesia and Southern Rhodesia this 
year value of production has shown a 
marked increase. Should the trend con- 
tinue, the Federation’s minerals output 
in 1959 may easily exceed $420 million 
and the industry will recover ground 
lost over the past 2 years. 


The long-range outlook is encourag- 
ing. A return to normalcy in world 
metal markets over the next few years 
is all that is needed to spark a real 
mining boom, one which could last for 
several decades. The Federation can 
easily maintain its position as the third 
greatest copper producer in the world 
and with a little encouragement might 
even take second place. 


The Federation’s asbestos continues 
to find new consumers throughout the 
world and is now in better competitive 
position than ever before. Chrome and 
manganese will be in greater demand 
as soon as America’s resurgent indus- 
trial activities require larger steel ton- 
nages. Lead and zinc should continue 
to find expanding markets in the Union 
of South Africa, The Federation's iron 
ore potential is practically untouched. 
Changing technology is finding new uses 
for lithium ores, beryl, and tantalite 
and the country’s deposits of those un- 
common minerals may become ex- 
tremely important. 


Power output is growing and trans- 
portation facilities improving, albeit 
slowly. 


Mining legislation is adequate, taxa- 
tion not onerous. Labor, despite occa- 
sional conflicts like the one which 
provoked the recent Copperbelt strike; 
is on the whole, amenable and plentiful. 


Export/Prices Off 


Exports of metals and minerals in 
1958 lagged far behind those of 1957, 
and the effects of lower world quota- 





tions were seriously felt. Copper exports 
alone dropped over $42 million in value. 
Chrome ore shipments were down al- 
most $8.4 million, mainly because of 
lack of orders from American steel 
plants. Asbestos sales shrunk by about 
$2.8 million as competition became 
keener, particularly in European mar- 
kets. Together, lead and zine exports 
were about $2.8 million under those of 
1957, almost entirely because of lower 
prices. 

Coal was the only important mineral 
going against the declining export trend. 
Sales abroad more than tripled coming 
close to $1.4 million. The gains, how- 
ever, were small compensation for losses 
in local coal sales as _ hydroelectric 
power replaced steam. No noteworthy 
changes occurred in destinations of the 
mineral exports. The United Kingdom, 
the United States, West Germany, and 
the Union of South Africa remained 
the country’s best customers. 


Mining Exploration Proceeds 


Mining prospecting and exploration 
programs undertaken by private and 
governmental organizations proceeded 
in 1958, and capital for the undertak- 
ings appeared to be sufficient, as well 
as for new development and expansion 
schedules at most of the large propér- 
ties. 

The biggest and most important min- 
ing zone, the Copperbelt of Northern 
Rhodesia, suffered a strike by the Euro- 
pean Mine Workers’ Union which shut 
down operations for almost 2 months. 
The dispute, however, had its brighter 
side in that the removal of considerable 
tonnages of metal from world markets 
undoubtedly helped maintain the re- 
covery of copper prices. 

Transportation improved during the 
year, principally as a result of greater 
availability of rolling stock’ as move- 
ment of coal and bulk minerals dropped. 
Railway rates, however, were up and 
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Belgian Industrial Output, Trade 
Expand, Some Coal Pits Closed 


Belgian industries except the coal mines gave evidence of further 
recovery in the third quarter of the year. By September notable 
advances had been made, even by the textile industry. The influence of 
increased demand was evident, particularly for steel, for which export 
prices had risen by over 30 percent since January. 

Legislation to encourage private Belgian industry to compete in 
world markets generally, and specifically in the Common Market, was 
approved. A program was adopted for further closing marginal coal 
mines and for assistance to displaced miners. 

Retail prices rose in August to a point requiring automatic wage 
increases, and the Government indicated its intention to take remedial 
measures if necessary. Retail sales were good, especially for consumer 


durables. 


Imports and exports showed a healthy growth over both the third 
quarter and the 9-month period of 1958. Exports to the United States 
increased by 50 percent over the same period of 1958. Imports from 


that country were down by about 5 


Production Reaches 2-Year Peak 

Industrial production in the third 
quarter, despite a decline in coal produc- 
tion, continued to give evidence of 
Belgium’s steady, though belated and 
uneven, emergence from the recession. 
By September the AGEFI industrial 
index had reached 122.6, the highest 
since the October 1957 peak. The aver- 
age for June-September was 118.5, com- 
pared with 106.6 for the similar quarter 
of last year (1950=100). Evidence of 
recovery was also seen in the steel com- 
panies’ lengthening orders. 

The 19-percent drop in coal produc- 
tion from the third quarter of 1958 
was evidence that the program to elim- 
inate uneconomic mines was having 
effect. By the end of the quarter 12 
pits had been closed, although none of 
the newer, more economical pits in the 
Campine region were shut down. While 
pithead stocks continued to grow in 
. other regions, good coking coal stocks 
were significantly reduced toward the 
end of September as steel production 
continued to expand, 

A plan agreed to between the Gov- 
ernment and the High Authority of the 
European Coal and Steel Community 
for gradual reduction of Belgian mine 
capacity was revealed in August. Under 
the plan, 15 pits will be closed this 
year, including those already closed, 11 
in 1960, 5 in 1961, and 3 after August 1, 
1962. The closings are expected to 
reduce Belgian coal production 5.5 mil- 
lion tons a year below the 1957 level 
and employment by 27,000 mine work- 
ers. A fund of 750 million francs, 
half from Belgium and half from the 
ECSC, would provide  readaptation 
grants to displaced miners not promptly 
absorbed in other employment (1 franc 
= US$0.02). 

The High Authority also approved 


10 


percent. 





proposals for mergers of some mines 
but required assurance that Belgian 
measures restricting import of Nether- 
jands and German coal did not violate 
the spirit of the ECSC treaty. 


Textile and Steel Output Up 


Recovery of the textile industry was 
slow at the beginning of the quarter 
but by September production had 
spurted as exports improved and do- 
mestic buyers began to replace depleted 
inventories. 

Steel production totaled 564,800 tons, 
according to preliminary figures, only 
1.7 percent below the alltime record 
of October 1957. Prolongation of the 
U.S. steel strike was a major factor in 
the increase in production and exports. 

Production of metal manufactures 
lagged because of the Antwerp steel 
strike and the summer vacation, but 
orders increased to a value of 5,713 
million franes in July, 9 percent above 
last year. 

Industrial Competition Encouraged 

A set of laws was approved and 
became effective during the period for 
rationalizing and modernizing industry 
and for increasing the level of invest- 
ments to meet competitive conditions 
envisaged both generally and under the 
Common Market. The new laws 
provide for tax concessions and sub- 
sidies on interest rates and are avail- 
able to both domestic and foreign 
capital (see Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Oct. 19, 1959, p. 5 for further 
details). 

The money market continued liquid 
with considerable funds available for 
investment. The Treasury's third and 
largest internal loan this year, offere? 
at 5 percent with a discount bringii 
the effective rate to 5.1 percent, closed 


on September 28, having exceeded ex- 
pectations, with a yield of 8,166 million 
francs. 

The wholesale price index in’ July 
maintained the same level as in June at 
419 but rose to 422 in August, corre- 
sponding to the monthly average for 
1958 (1936-38=100). The retail price 
index rose from 109.60 in July to 110.14 
in August, largely because of higher 
prices for pork, potatoes, and eggs. As 
the price index passed the critical point, 
109.83, a 2.5 percent wage increase 
was automatically granted in the heavy 
industries, including coal, gas, metal- 
lurgy, and chemicals, and to Govern- 
ment employees. The index rose only 
slightly in September to 110.23 and did 
not refiect the wage increases. 

The Government let it be known early 
in September that it had already 
blocked export of potatoes, hides, and 
skins, blocked butter. stocks, and re- 
moved the export premium on eggs. 
lt encouraged import of: meat and ex- 


pected to increase other imports as 
required. 

Retail sales were satisfactory with 
a slight improvement over the third 


quarter of 1958. 

Installment credits through the first 
6 months showed little change in the 
past two and a half years. Although 
new credits granted in the first quarter, 
totaling 3,966 million francs, slightly 
exceeded the 8,312 million in credits 
outstanding at the end of June, they 
showed a slight decline from earlier 
periods, continuing a trend observable 
since the end of 1957. 


Foreign Trade Expands 

Exports rose sharply in September, 
bringing provisional BLEU exports to 
9.4 percent above those of the com- 
parable period of 1958. For the first 
9 months exports totaled 117,164 million 
francs, 4.7 percent over 1958. 

Although firm figures have not yet 
been released, the Ministry of Foreign 
Commerce has issued the following per- 
centage increases in exports to several 
countries over the third quarter of last 
year: The United States, 56.5: Nether- 
lands, 11; United Kingdom, 44: West 
Germany, 34.2; Italy, 30.7. Of principal 
trading partners, only France showed a 
slight decrease in purchases. The in- 
crease in exports to the United States 
was largely accounted for by steel, 
which rose both in quantity and value. 

Imports also rose in September fol- 
lowing a downturn in August. Imports 
in the third quarter, according to 
provisional figures, amounted to 40,188 
million francs, and for January-Septem- 
ber to 122,574 million francs, increases 
of 7.7 and 6.9 percent, respectively, over 
the similiar periods of 1958. Imports 
from the United States through August 
were 5.5 percent below the comparable 
period in 1958, but August import 
figures indicate a slight improvement 
over August 1958, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Summary of Foreign Control Regulations Applying 


To Imports From the United States 


The following tabulation of the im- 
port and exchange permit requirements 
of. foreign countries, prepared by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce as an aid 
to exporters, has ben revised as of 
November 1, 1959. 

The regulations apply primarily to 
goods of U.S. origin and to other goods 
payable in U.S. dollars. 

Many countries do not permit import 


of foreign goods except under import 
licenses, which must be obtained by the 
importer. In some cases an import 
license must be granted before the order 
for goods is placed, and some countries 
also require the importer to obtain an 
exchange permit before he may make 
payment for the import. 

U.S. exporters therefore are urged 
to make certain before shipping that 
the foreign importer has obtained the 


required permit, and they should insist 
on being furnished the identifying num- 
ber or symbol of the permit. 

More detailed information on licens- 
ing and exchange controls may be 
obtained from the Field Offices of the 
U.S. Department of Commerce. Pub- 
lications covering licensing and ex- 
change controls of individual countries 
also are available from the Field Offices 
at a nominal charge. 





Country 


Is import license necessary? 


Is exchange permit required? 





Afghanistan 


Peretti ttt eer eeeeeeeesonsseseos 


Arabian Peninsula areas: 
Saudi Arabia .... ; 


Aden , : 
Bahrein, Qatar, Trucial Oman .. 
Muscat and Qman, Yeman. 
Argentina 


isons asin asiiventnisienieiaiieliimsanee’ 


Austria ..... : 


Belgian Congo usec 


Belgium-Luxembourg 


s 


Bolivia 
Brazil 


British Colonies not specified elsewhere?’ ....... 


Bulgaria 


Burma 


Cambodia 


Canada 


Ceylon 
Chile ..... 


Colombia 


Costa Rica 


See footnote at end of table. 
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No, for most imports; but a declaration 
or customs permit must be obtained 
from Afghan border officials or trade 
agents abroad. 


No, except for foodstuffs, clothing, 
medicines, agricultural equipment, and 
andustrial capital goods. 


No, except for air conditioners 

Yes 

No enc PW LEDS PEL. ils HEC Sse 
No: but most imports are subject to 
exchange surcharges and prior de- 
posit requirements. 

Yes, except for some foodstuffs and 
industrial raw materials. 

No, except for a number of agricultural 
and some industrial items which re- 
quire an individually validated. import 
license. Most industrial and some 
agricultural items may be imported 
freely under general license. 

Yes; combination import license and 
exchange authorization required for 
all imports except shipments valued 
at $200 or less provided the goods are 
not intended for resale. License is 


usually granted as formality. 

No; except for specific items. Licenses 
usually freely granted if still re- 
quired. 

No : et ee ee ee ae ee Katnanepiciilan ~ 

N except for nonessential or luxury 


goods; for all other goods a certificate 
of exchange cover is required. 

No, except for certain items not under 
open general license. 


WOW . ccussecictislonnsiacevndsduna iitarbowsiadadaaadmane 
Yes, except for imports by the Govern- 
ment or consumer goods importable 
under open general license. 
Yes . sveereereoes 


No, except for butter; butter fat; 
cheddar eheese; dried skim milk; 
wheat, oats, and barley and certain 
processed products of these grains; 
turkeys; natural gas; radioactive and 
fissionable materials, isotopes, and 
equipment for production, use, or 
application of atomic energy. Import 
of alcoholic beverages requires Provin- 
cial licenses. Secondhand automobiles 
manufactured before year in which 
importation is sought, secondhand 
aircraft olemargarine, and _ butter 
substitutes and spreads are prohibited 
importation. 


Ye for selected items, primarily con- 
imer goods 
No: but items permitted import are 


listed. Virtually all goods are now in- 
cluded in the permitted list of 
imports. 

Yes: nearly all imports require an im- 
port registration certificate, which is 
issued upon payment of a deposit. 
Imports included in the “prior li- 
cense”’ list also require a _ specific 
license from the import-control au- 
thorities. 

No: except for live animals and for live 
plants, parts of plants, seeds, and 
the like. 








No; but permission to remit foreign exchange 
to exporters abroad must be obtained from 
Da Afghanistan Bank. 


No. Import licenses carry oa to foreign 
exchange at official rate. Other goods may 
be imported by purchase of foreign ex- 
change on free market. 


Yes. 


No separate permit required. 


A 


». 
o: exchange for most imports is sold at 
auction, 


ee 


No: import license assures release of foreign 
exchange. 2 
Import license automatically assures foreign 
exchange. 

Yes. 


Yes: import license carries right to foreign 
exchange, 
No, 


aa 
va 


C 


No: importer purchases foreign exchange 
from the bank concerned upon submission 
of import registration and evidence (cus- 
toms manifests) that the goods have en- 
tered Colombia. 


Yes, for imports with official exchange. 
No permit required for imports with 
free-market exchange. 
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vountry 


Is import license necessary? 


Is exchange permit required’ 





Cubs . a 





CZECHOBIOVAKIA  caceeccerccceseersnseners 





Denmark 








Dominican Republic 


Ecuador ... 





Egypt (United Arab Republic) ....cccccsesesersseeeee 
El Salvador 





Ethiopia pibibcenidbatadimabtan 
RE cecsettcrneesccestetrtes 


France 











French Overseas Territories 

not elsewhere specified, 

except French Somaliland ........cccsssssevsesssesseses 
French Somaliland hile pcaslidinenalbsmnsiaunhinddaiiniaialiinaes 
Germany, Federal Republic of, 

Including West Berlin cncccccccsressreesreeserserensene 


Germany, Soviet zone, Including 
Soviet sector Of Berlim .......-ccccccssecsesserserrereecenenees 


Greece 





Ghana 





Guatemala 





Guinea, Republic of (formerly part of 





French SEs UID. cccccsedbsbdesieschivaseninditgsetaaiviste 
FRASER cnncccvccrccceccecosececvesesscsscvsctecosccsssscvesesscsecssooessscsossecossess 
Honduras 





Hong Kong . 





INE |<. cssencrisistieaedltinasteoceviquvivenstenencenironemneisianantician 
Iceland ... 





India ~ 





Indonesia 
Iran 


Iraq 











Ireland 
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Yes, for the following items: Wheat 
and wheat flour, rice, tires and tubes, 
red and pink beans, potatoes, con- 
densed milk, and butter, cheese, 
»owdered skim milk, and cream or 
ats obtained from milk are subject 
to special requirements involving reg- 
istration of purchase contracts and 
prior authorization for customs clear- 
ance. Also some 200 non-essential 
items are subject to import licensing. 

Yes; specified items on dollar liberal- 
ization list are authorized import in 


any quantity under “open import 
license.”’ 
Yes 


Yes: but no license required for dollar 
goods on extensive general free list. 


No, except for wheat and wheat flour, 
rice, fertilizer, radio transmitting ap- 
paratus, highway construction ma- 
chinery and equipment, barbed wire 
milk and milk products, centrifuga 
cast iron pipe, fruits and vegetables, 
seeds, tubers, lard and rendered pork 
fat, and confectionery and other 
dible products in which sugar or 
chocolate constitutes the principal 
ingredient. 

Yes, except’ for small shipments; one 
copy must be presented to obtain con- 
sular oe of prescribed docu- 
ments. ome items considered non- 
essential are prohibited. Import 
quotas are imposed on certain items 
to stimulate local production. Advance 
deposit required on many items. 

Yes; unlicensed imports are subject to 
confiscation. 

No; except for a few items such as 
chemical and pharmaceutical products, 
strong liquors, essences for making 
liquor, cotton, and sugar. 

No. 

Yes, but automatic licenses issued for a 
limited list of dollar goods. 

Yes, except for items on the dollar 
liberalization list, which are subject 
to a simplified procedure. French cus- 
toms authorities will allow imports of 
dollar liberalized products upon re- 
ceipt from the ey of an import 
certificate visaed by his bank. 


No, except for a number of agricultural 
and some nonagricultural items which 
require an individually-validated im- 
port license. Most industrial and some 
agricultural items may be imported 
freely under general license. 


Yes; Government monopolies for foreign 
trade are the only importers. 

No; except for motor vehicles, textiles, 
certain machinery, and a few luxury 
products. 


Yes, except for ce in items under 
open general lic 

No, except for maps  .”* Suatemala, 
explosives, salt, and tires and tubes 
of sizes manufactured in Guatemala, 


WOW cccscccccssqusensecesessnievccoenion 





No; except for wheat-quota imports and 
tobacco products. 

No, except for firearms, gunpowder, 
munitions, explosives, alcohol, narcot- 
ics, pharmaceutical specialties, ani- 
mals, plants, and plant and animal 
products. 

Yes; for dutiable, strategic, or short- 


ditional free list’’ and a limited num- 
ber of staples. 
Yes, except for Government imports, 


Customs. 
MI “ua tcadicccdeccsictithoticlacnntbitbadimtendnnian 





No, except for only a few products, 





No, but all foreign exchange payments for 
imports must be approved by the Monetary 
Stabilization Fund. 


Yes, but routinely issued upon approval of 
import license. 


Import license automatically provides for al- 
location of necessary foreign exchange. 
Yes; copy of License or importer’s declaration 
with customs certification of import takes 

place of exchange license. 

No; but there are administrative controls 
since all applications for foreign exchange 
require Central Bank approval. 


No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 


Yes. 
No, 


Yes, 


No separate permit required; import license 
carries right to foreign exchange. 
No, 


Yes. 


No; but applications for foreign exchange 
must be registered with the authorities, 
Bank of Greece approval is required for 
goods imported under International Coop- 
eration Administration procurement  au- 
thorization. 

Yes; import license generally assures release 

of foreign exchange. 

No. 


Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange, 
No, 


No. 


No: except for few transactions financed at 
official rate of exchange, 

Yes. 

Yes; except for ‘special conditional free list" 
imports. 


Yes; foreign exchange is automatically re- 
leased, nowever, upon presentation of 

OO ceases import license to exchange bank. 
0. 

No; exchange is granted automatically for 
authorized imports. 

Yes; permits are obtained through licensed 


dealers unless. otherwise authorized by 
the Central Bank. 
Yes. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





|| | 


Israel .... 


Italy . 


Japan ... 


Jordan . 


Korea, I 


Kuwait 


Laos ..... 
Lebanon 
Liberia 
Libya .. 
Malaya, 


Mexico 
Morocco 


Netherle 
Nether: 
New Ze 
Nicarag 


Nigeria 
Norway 


Pakistar 


Panama 


Paragué 


Peru 


Philipp’ 


Poland 
Portug: 
and | 


Portug 


Rhodes 


Ruman 


Nove: 





al- 


on 
es 


os 
ge 


ign 


nse 


ange 
ties. 
for 
‘loop- 
au- 


ease 


eign 














_»FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Is exchange permit required? 





ee 

Country Is import license necessary? 
Israel S pumpnnngescns cbbeeeeeeerens co cases scoseessesecostosees ceccceseopeeseneeseeUnene, ° Y ‘s eoccccocoocs 
TR yy, svesssesveeeeeeseessssnneersssransnsseesnesenarescessnanssstsesensenstesnssreneones 


JAPAN  srereereeeee 


Jordan ............ 


Korea, Republic of 


SEINE cannscosnesceereeeees ces 


SD iiksnicviastitehnstvesvimotbeceseehian 
Lebanon . 
Liberia 


Malaya, Federation of 


se 
MOreccd serecsseses 


Netherlands 
Netherlands Antilles 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 


Nigeria 
Norway 


EE aC EE eS oe 


Panama 


Paraguay 


Peru 


Philippines 


Poland 


Portugal, including the Azores 
and Maderia 


Portuguese Colomies ...........-cccc--cscorssesssesesers 


Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Federation of 


Rumania ............... 
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Yes, by the Foreign Trade Ministry for 
items listed on ““‘Table A Import,” 
which comprises about 45% of the 
statistical positions of the Italian 
tariff. Items net listed on “Table A 
Import’’ (the remaining 55%) are free 
of license. 

GUD Seiscemaeconme i} 





Yes, except for imports from Arab 
League States. 

Yes. Bank of Korea Hcenses more or 
less treely automatic approval items 
included in both the importable and 
the specific import item lists provided 
importer applies for a letter of credit 
and complies with the ‘‘checkprice”’ 
system establishea by the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry. Other 
authorized imports require special li- 
cense from MCL. 

No, except for firearms, munitions, poi- 
sonous substances, pork, pork prod- 
ucts, and alcoholic beverages. 

No; except for arms, ammunition, used 
clothing, pharmaceuticals, and rice. 

Yes , 5 asain wiceumeteies ~ 





No, except for a few items not import- 
able under open general license. 

Yes, for an extensive list of articles ............... 
Yes. Recens legislation \\has curtailed 
“sans devises’’ imports (shipments 
financed by importer with his own 
funds held abroad). Detailed informa- 
tion on the new restrictions is not yet_ 
available as the decree on the ‘sans 
devises’ imports has not been fully 
implemented. Import quota system 
requiring special permits for imports 
of certain commodities, applied to 
certain textiles, used and some new 
clothing, and electric cables and wires 
since 1955, has been extended to a 
sizable list of commodities including 
cotton yarn, leather, footwear, sugar, 
beer, chewing gum, toilet soap, and 

a few others. 
No, except for a few items 
No, except for certain items 
Yes fe 


Yes 


Yes, but about 90% of all goods are 
permitted under open general license. 

No, except for a limited list of nen- 
liberalized products. 

Yes, except for government imports. 


No, except for arms ammunition, wheat 
flour quota imports, salt, edible oils 
except olive oil, certain live animals, 
plants, flowers, soil, hay, straw, fer- 
tilizers, animal products except can- 
ned meats, certain tanned hides, and 
a limited number of agricultural 
commodities. 

No; however, most imports are subject 
to a prior deposit in local currency 
before shipment. 

No, except for plants, roots, seeds, 
cuttings. animals, medicinal cigar- 
ettes, explosives, flrearms and other 
weapons, alcoholic beverages, salt, to- 
bacco, chemical and pharmaceutical 
products, matches, hatching eggs, and 
duplicating machines. 

No permit as such, but most imports 
subject to exchange controls. 


Yes 


Yes, but granted automatically for cer- 
tain items. 
Yes 


Yes: for goods under quota. Many 
goods are prohibited, but goods not 
under quota and not prohibited are 
freely importable under open general 
license. 

Yes 





Yes; import license carries authority (ex- 

change permit) to obtain foreign exchange. 

Yes; but automatically granted upon presen- 
tation to the bank of the import license 
and shipping documents for goods subject 
to license, and of shipping documents only 
for “a dogana”™’ goods (those not subject 
to import license). 


Some commodities, announced by Japanese 
Government from time to time, require al- 
location certificate; for others, import li- 

an carries right to foreign exchange. 
€s. 


No. Items on Government's. importable (es- 
sential) import list may be imported with 
foreign exchange deposited in an import ac- 
count in the Bank of Korea, purchased 
from the Bank, or purchased at Govern- 
ment dollar sales. Items on the specific 
(less essential) list are importable only 
with exchange earned from exports. 


No. 


Yes; exchange permit issued automatically 
m... import license has been issued. 
0. 


No. 
Yes. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No; import permit authorizes purchase of 
exchange. 

Yes, import license generally assures release 
of foreign exchange. 

No. 


Yes; foreign exchange is automatically re- 

leased, however, upon. presentation of 
validated import license to exchange bank. 
No. 


No. 


No. 


No permit as such, but letter of credit opened 
against exchange allocation considered as 
exchange license. Exchange allocated to 
importers quarterly or semiannually’ for 
one or more of six classes of imports. A 
limited number of decontrolled commodi- 
ties may be imported without quota limi- 
tation. 

Yes. 


Yes. 


Yes. In Angola, however, import license car- 
ries with it authorization to obtain foreign 
exchange needed for payment of goods to 
which license pertains. 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 
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<n, 
_—_erere 
Country Is import license necessary’? Is import permit required? . 
a ae 

Singapore’. ...........-.....-.. Sacidhctnnenesteinnsinteminiccnnniniionees No, except for a few items not import- No. 
able under open general license. : Ps 

Spain, including Canary Islands... Yes, except for items on liberalized Yes, except for items on liberalized list, Oil 
.ist. 

j i REED: EE ee ele ee See a ee ee Yes; import license carries right to forej 

Bppemlaks BLTICR ...ccercnscemevmveisecccecsevocvcerssvees dihthlany | OE ne oe ign Cc 

Sudan YOS on. eeceees secscssernsneensntes tease teenerotneneennnncanenesssocesecenanenannenees Yes. ii nt 

Surinam Yes, except for certain goods paid for No; import license carries right to foreign new peti 
by a confirmed bank credit against exchange. 
documents valid for a term not great- tually e' 
er than 6 months, or by documentary . 
drafts to be collected areueh s bank duction, 
with a term not greater than days. , 

I pili cotndentintntiataceandeiblcconees ee eee No, for most goods imported from No separate permit required. Foreign ex. petroleu: 

jicsinedainiien U. S.:; import license still required for change, including dollar exchange, is autg. | has 
such commodities as automobiles, matieey made qvapemte = import license aw 
6 -ertai ‘icultural prod- specifies payment in such currency 4g 
— Se ae . if license is registered with a foreign = Governn 
change bank within 2 months after iggy. summar: 
ance. 

Switzerland ........... hicengiia pera ee Import license required for certain agri- No. pal poin 
cultural products and some types of 
vehicles and machinery. Also, special Frodu 
import authorizations must be ob- 
tained for most animals ~ fowl, alty or 
shellfish, bees, beeswax, an oney- : 
comb. No product 

Ss tepublic Yes ‘ meen NU. 

es aepe ) Yes Yes, automatically granted with issuance of and nal 

. import license. P , serving 
“ Jo ep 1r specified i ere os Zs No; but a “certificate of payment’ issued b 
ee <siedinlacdeadiecuiitiiainnsttillte . | No, except for specified items seeseneanneveenes Bank of Thailand or authorized bank 4 put. A 
‘ company is require d. = soe Wa created 
Yes; but licenses for goods on liberali- res; but one application suffices for both im. a 

SR = Siete ’ zation list are issued automatically: port license and exchange-control purposes, Departr 
other goods are subject to global im- stitute 
port quotas. = . ved 

Union of South Africa... ee. be Yes; exeept tor goods on the free list No; import license carries right to foreign regulate 
and exempted list. Among items on exchange from authorized banks to the ing, ti 
the free list are raw coffee, tea, oils, amount indicated in the license. sale. of 
grease, gasoline, piece goods, yarns = 
and thread, wool fibers and tops, | produce 
staple fibers, sewing machines and i 
parts, accessories and findings for The 
clothing, approved books and periodi- powere 
cals, paper patterns for clothing, and 
others. Most consumer goods are li- of the 
censed on basis of periodic exchange try E 
quotas established by Government. ae 
Motor vehicles of f.o.b. value over £800 request 
are prohibited. Other goods, includ- current 
ing capital goods and industrial raw 
materials, are licensed on basis of im- no cone 
porters’ current needs; policy is to (1 hec 
grant license applications freely for 
“reasonable’’ requirements. Licenses may n 
are valid for purchases in any coun- prior < 
try, including the United States. 

I NE ad No, except for a limited list of products Yes ment. 
—fruits, fish, tobacco, petroleum prod- submit 
ucts, textile, certain machinery, 
scientific instruments, automobiles, ment ¢ 
some consumer goods. tion ac 

Uruguay ...... meossede comenleepninnbbell Yes. except for spare parts for tractors: No. 
barbed wire; galvanized iron ware; Com 
round; galvanized steel or Imitation : 
wire, oval: spare parts for agricul- obtains 
tural machinery; industrial wire: ref- the At 
rigeration gases; freon; vegetable ae 
seeds; and certain other items. ; ; Depart 

ERE SE ee ae eS ae Yes; importing Government agencies Yes; all exchange is allocated by U.S.S.R. 5. D. 
are responsible for securing own State Bank upon receipt of import license, ; 
permit. 

Venezuela —es No; except for a number of agricultural No. Lik 
and manufactured commodities. Mer- ! 


chandise in bulk may not be import- . 
ed into Venezuela except by prior au- Lic 
thority from the Ministry of Finance, 
which will prescribe the formalities to 











be fulfilled in each instance. Imports A lis 
of coal, sand, roof tile, and brick, requir 
whether or not refractory, are ex- qui 
empt from this provision. . P 
TEND chasusitancdinnieptpctarcmiitantencincsnhingiortaatieivercaesesecioed Yes . cethe a ot Ale ROY ee Yes: import license carries right to foreign der th 
exchange. tions— 
West African and Equatorial States of 
the French Community (formerly Augus 
West Africa and French ‘Equatorial ‘ : ; , - : 
Africa) , i EE a8 Yes eal B ss. ps E : Yes, papent license carries right to foreign lished 
exchange. i 
i RE EEE Ce ee a, IA No: individual import license abolished No; but Government maintains strict control omy 1 
July 1, 1952; since that time only over foreign exchange allocations. 
licensed import firms are permitted to The 
carry on import operations. all ki 
zors 4a 
“Includes Bahamas; Bermuda; the West Indies (Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad, Leeward Island, and Windward Islands); British East ing . 
Africa; Gambia; Sierra Leone; British Guiana; British Honduras; and minor Colonies, Protectorates, and Trusteeship Territories, articl 
* %British Borneo (Brunei, North Borneo, and Sarawak) regulations are the same as Singapore's. men’s 
ally v 
fertili 
chem! 
ucts, 
and e 
sy, T: 
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Cuba Enacts New 
Oil Legislation 


The Cuban Government has enacted 
new petroleum legislation covering vir- 
tually every phase of exploration, pro- 
duction, refining, and distribution of 
petroleum produced in Cuba. The new 
law has not yet been published in the 
Government Gazette, but an %fficial 
summary has been released, the princi- 
pal points of which are: 


Producers must pay a 60-percent roy- 
alty or tax in cash or in kind on all 
production of crude petroleum, naptha, 
and natural gas, the Government re- 
serving the right to buy all of the out- 
put. A Petroleum Institute is to be 
created within the Industrialization 
Department of the Agrarian Reform In- 
stitute which will have wide powers to 
regulate exploration, exploitation, refin- 
ing, transportation, distribution, and 
sale. of petroleum and its derivatives 
produced in Cuba. 


The Ministry of Agriculture is em 
powered to fix annual quotas for each 
of the re‘ineries operating in the coun- 
try. Exploration concessionaires may 
‘equest a 2-year extension to continue 
current projects, with the provjso that 
no concession may exceed 8,000 hectares 
(1 hectare=2.47 acres). Concessions 
may not be transferred without the 
prior approval of the Cuban Govern- 
ment. Those holding concessions must 
submit monthly reports to the Govern- 
ment covering exploration and exploita- 
tion activities. 

Complete details on this law may be 
obtained at a later date by writing to 
the American Republics Division, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C.—U.S. Embassy, Havana. 


Libya Requires Import 
License for More Items 


A list of additional commodities which 
require an individual import license un- 
der the Libyan import control regula- 
tions—see Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
August 3, 1959, page 10—has been pub- 
lished by the Minister of National Econ- 
omy in the Official Gazette. 


The new list includes: Fodder, milk of 
all kinds, amber (medicinal), mats, ra- 
zors and razor blades, arms, new cloth- 
ing and materials, precious antiquity 
articles, vegetable greens of all kinds, 
men’s barracans (a togo-like shawl, usu- 
ally white, worn by Libyans), chemical 
fertilizers, floor and pavement bricks, 
chemical detergent and washing prod- 
ucts, used motor vehicles of all kinds, 
and edible vegetable oils.—U.S. Embas- 
sy, Tripoli. 


November 30, 1959 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Mexico Revises Export Duties 


Mexico has lowered its export duties, 
for the most part sharply, on a variety 
of products including animals, con- 
densed and evaporated milk, grains, 
beans, fruits, vegetables, cacao, forage 
and feeds, and tanned hides and skins. 
Modest duty increases were established 
for unspecified meats and some essen- 
tial oils. 

Tariff items affected, their new rates, 
specific in pesos per unit indicated and/ 
or percent ad valorem with former 
status shown in parentheses, are as 
follows (1 peso=US$0.08) : 

Effective October 24 


010-00-04. Doves or pigeons: 5 percent (0.20 
peso per head and 25 percent). 


011-00-00. Goats: 15 percent (0.20 per head 


and 35). 

011-02-00. Hogs: 15 percent (25.00 per head 
and 35). 

021-90-99. Fowl meat, fresh, refrigerated, 
or frozen, not specified. Duty-free (0.20 
per gross kilogram). 

021-99-99. Meat, fresh, refrigerated, or 


frozen, 
gram. 

024-00-00. Guts from animals of any 
except fish, empty: 10 percent (20). 

030-00-01. Condensed milk: 15 percent 

030-00-02. Evaporated milk: 20 percent 

030-01-05. Milk butter, weighing with the 
immediate container up to 5 kilograms: 
10 percent. (New classification.) 

030-01-06. Same, ers with 
container over 5 kilograms: 
(New classification.) 
Previously all milk butter was covered 

by 030-01-00, dutiable at 4.00 pesos per gross 

kilogram and 30 percent, now abolished. 


not specified: 0.70 per gross kilo- 


kind, 


(25). 
(25). 


immediate 
15 percent. 


050-00-06. Barley, except pearl: Duty-free 
(10 percent). 

050-00-08. Rye: 5 percent (10 percent). 

050-00-09. White beans: 15 percent (0.30 per 


gross kilogram and 27). 
050-00-10. Black beans: 15 percent (0.30 
per gross kilogram and 27). 
050-11-11. Beans other than black or white: 
15 percent (0.30 per gross kilogram and 27). 
050-00-12. Chickpeas containing up to 1,400 
per 300 net grams: 25 percent (0.38 per 
zross kilogram and 25). 
050-00-13. Same, containing over 1,400 per 


300 net grams: 15 percent (0.09 per gross 
kilogram and 31). 


050-00-22. Pearl barley, weighing with the 
immediate container over 5 kilograms: 
Duty-free (5 percent). 

052-00-01. Cones for ice cream: Duty-free 
(5 percent). 

060-00-02. Cider: 5 percent (10). 

060-00-07. Fresh dates: 10 percent (20). 

bey tome Common sour limes: 10 percent 
(13). 

060-00-22. Pineapples: 15 percent (20). 


060-00-24. Bananas, fresh, in stems of any 
number of hands, or packed: 25 percent 
19.50 per 100 gross kilograms and 30). 

060-00-29. Grapes: 15 percent (20). 

060-00-30. Fresh strawberries without sugar 
added: 10 percent (15). 

0060-01-03. Nuts, shelled, 
percent (13). 

060-01-13. Raisins, wetahing. with the imme- 
diate container up to 5 kilograms: Duty- 
free. (New classification.) 

060-02-14. Same, weighing over 5 kilograms: 
5 percent (New classification). 

Previously all raisins were under 0060-02-04, 
dutiable at 10 percent, now abolished). 
063-00-17. Lettuce: 5 percent (10). 

0063-00-18. Turnips: 5 percent (10). 

063-00-19. Potatoes: 5 percent (10). 

063-00-20. Cucumbers: 10 percent (13). 

063-00-21 Radishes: 5 percent (10). 

063-00-24. Carrots: 5 percent (10). 

064-00-04. Chia seed: 10 percent (35). 

080-00-00. Cacao beans: 6 percent (13). 

080-00-09. Cacao paste, with fatty material: 6 
percent. (New classification). 

080-00-10. Cacao paste, without fatty material: 
4 percent. (New clasification). Previously 
under 080-00-06, dutiable at 13 percent, now 
abolished. 

Note: These cacao items are subject also to 
a tax of 1.40 pesos per net kilogram the pro- 
ceeds being allocated to amortization of 


of any kind: 10 


loans granted growers by the Federal Gov- 

ernment, through the National Bank of For- 

eign Trade, to acquire pesticides and fertili- 

zers, This tax will be in force until said loans 

are paid up. 

083-00-08. Vanilla in double container of tin- 
late and wood: 3 percent (6). 

083-00-14. Coriander or fennel seeds: 10 per- 
cent (15). 

093-00-00. Fresh alfalfa: 15 percent (35), 

093-00-01. Dry alfalfa: 12 percent (35). 

9093-00-09. Dry hay: 10 percent (35). 

0093-00-97. Grain forage, not specified: 20 per- 
cent (35). 

9093-00-98. Fresh forage, not specified: 20 per- 


cent (35): 

093-00-99. Dry forage, not apecified: 18 per- 
cent (35). 

0938-01-00. Bagasse or residues from the cook- 
ing of cereal, derived from the brewing in- 
dustry: 10 percent (25). 

093-01-02. Wastes, compressed or in paste, 
composed of meats, tendons, or other tis- 
sues or viscera, containing up to 40 percent 
bone agents: 20 percent (27). 

093-01-04. astes of meats. tendons or other 
tissues or viscera, with or without bones, 
provided it is triturated or ground for for- 
age or fertilizers: 15: percent (26). 

093-01-05. Meat meals: 20 percent (26). 

093-01-06 Bone meal, with other alimentary 
substances added: 20 percent (0.01 per gross 
kilogram and 30). 

093-01-07 Fish meal: 20 percent (30). 

093-01-15 Linseed cake: 20 percent (0.01 per 
gross kilogram and 30). 

093-01-16. Turnipseed cake: 20 percent (0.01 
per gross kilogram and 30). 

093-01-17. Rice ran: 10 percent (0.05 per 
gross kilogram and 25). 

093-01-96. Grain hulls, not specified: 20 per- 
cent (35). 

093-01-97. Meal of oleaginous seeds, not speci- 
fied: 35 percent (0.01 per gross kilogram 
and 35). 

093-00-98. Cake of oilseeds, not specified: 30 
percent (0.01 per gross kilogram and 30). 

121-02-00. Tobacco, chopped or shredded: 1 
percent (13). 

261-07-06. Stones in natural 
cut, up to 10 centimeters in thickness: 2 
percent. (New classification. Apparently 
previously under 261-07-99, stone unspeci- 
fled, dutiable at 25 percent.) 

540-00-04. Pine oil and terpenes of the same 
origin: Duty-free. (New classification.) 

540-00-99. Essential oils, other than of fruits, 
not specified: 5 percent (duty-free). 

41-00-99. Essential oils of fruit, not specified: 
5 rercent (duty-free). 

600-00-00. Flesh splits, prepared, with a finish 
similar to that of skin, bearing indelibly 
printed industrial marks of at least 20- 
centimeter diameter, at intervals not great- 
er than 60 centimeters, stating that said 
products are flesh splits: (Duty-free (5 per- 
cent) 

600-00-01. Flesh splits, prepared, not meeting 
the specifications of 600-00-00: 15 percent 


state or simply 


(30). 

600-00-02. Tanned crocodile or lizard skins: 
Duty-free (10 percent). 

600-00-03. Tanned sheep and goat skins: Duty- 
free (5 percent). 

600-00-04., Tanned pig skins: Duty-free (5 per- 
cent) 

600-00-05. Tanned cattle hides: 
percent). 

600-00-07. Sele leather. up to 1-centimeter 
thickness: Duty-free (3 pereent). 

600-00-08. Sole leather over i-centimeter thick- 
ness: Dutyfree (3 percent). 

600-00-09. Waste or scraps of all kinds from 
tanned skins: Duty-free (3 percent). 

600-00-10. Tanned tortoise skins:, Duty-free 
10 percent). 


Effective October 25 

060-00-18. Oranges: 3 percent (5). 

093-02-00. Prepared feeds with a base of 
oleaginous seeds, mixed with triturated ce- 
reals, with parts of plants or mineral prod- 
ucts: 20 percent (0.01 per gross kilogram 
and 45) 

093-02-96. Prepared cattle feeds, not specified: 
20 percent (25). 

093-02-97. Prepared poultry feeds, not speci- 
fied: 10 percent (25). 

093-02-98. Prepared dog feeds, 
10 percent (25). 

093-02-99. Prepared féeds, 
percent (25). 

230-00-05. Wastes obtained from the manufac- 
ture of vegetable charcoal, commercially 


(Continued on page 18) 


Duty-free (5 


not specified: 
not specified: 20 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Sweden Liberalizes 
More Dollar Imports 


A further liberalization of Swedish 
imports from the United States and 
other dollar area countries has been 
announced by the Swedish Government. 

Additional commodities which now 
may be imported without a license are: 

Coal, coal briquettes, and similar types of 
fuel made of coal; coke of coal or of lignite 
or peat; synthetic and natural vegetable fi- 
bers for the textile industry; textile fab- 
rics, except cotton fabrics but including 
terry cloth and cord fabric: textile products, 
except sheetings, tablecloths, towels, dra- 
peries, curtains, and other home furnish- 
ings of cotton material; and wearing apparel, 
except (a) women's hose of endless textile 
fibers, and (b) clothing of cotton material, 
but including cotton knit goods. 

No substantial expansion in Sweden’s 
imports of coal, textiles, or wearing ap- 
parel from the United States is antici- 
pated as a result of this latest Swedish 
liberalization. Swedish coal importers 
have indicated that the continuing shift 
from solid to liquid fuels for industrial 
and space heating will preclude any rise 
in the present level of coal imports 
from the United States, Poland, or 
other major sources. 

For textiles and wearing apparel, 
some increase could result. The concen- 
sus of Swedish trade circles seems to 
be, however, that American exporters 
will meet stiff competition from west- 
ern and some eastern European coun- 
tries. 


The action became effective Novem- 
ber 1.—U.S. Embassy, Stockhelm, 





Guatemalan Imports 


Of Lead Prohibited 


All imports of lead into Guatemala 
have been prohibited. 


The Ministry of Economy, upon no- 
tice from the Bureau of Mining and 
Hydrocarbons, will authorize import of 
lead only in case of scarcity in the do- 
mestic market, according to the Execu- 
tive Order, effective October 17. Such 
authorizations will be effective only 
during the period of emergency. 

Owners of domestic mines had re- 
quested that the prohibition be im- 
posed, according to the order, which 
also claimed that domestic production 
is sufficient to fulfill internal consump- 
tion requirements.—U.S. Embassy, 
Guatemala. 





Iraq Removes Import Ban 


On Second-Hand Clothing 


Import into Iraq of second-hand 
clothing, which was banned in July 
1959 (see Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Aug. 3, 1959, p. 11), is now permitted. 

The Government will grant import li- 
censes amounting to the equivalent of 
$700,000 for second-hand clothing for 
the remainder of 1959. 
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Korea Eases Some 
Trade Restrictions 


The Korean Governmen. has an- 
nounced removal of import restrictions 
on 12 commodities—galvanized iron 


sheeis and wire; steel angles; ceramic 
tiles; lavatory porcelainware; sheet 
glass; asphalt tiles; woodfree printing 
paper; reinforcing bars; waterproof 
paper; wire rods and iron bars. 

The Government simultaneously re- 
vised the list of industries imports for 
which shall be exempt from customs 
duties. New categories added to the 
list are the handicraft, atomic power, 
and electric appliance industries, while 
flour milling has been dropped from 
the list. 


In addition, provision is made for 
exemption from import duties on raw 
material used for the manufacture of: 
Export goods; goods for sale to the 
United Nations forces in Korea, and 
fishing nets, gunpowder, iron and steel. 
—U.S. Embassy, Seoul. 


Employment Controls. Extend 
To Tangier, Ex-Northern Zone 


Foreigners entering Tangier and the 
former Northern (ex-Spanish) Zone of 
Morocco for employment now are re- 


quired to have an employment contract 
visaed by the Ministry of Labor in 
Rabat. Foreigners presently working in 
Tangier and the ex-Northern Zone must 
register their employment contracts with 
the Labor Ministry. 


These requirements, effective Novem- 
ber 9, represent an extension to Tangier 
and.the ex-Northern Zone of the legis- 
lation of the ex-Southern (ex-French) 
Zone. The arrete of the Ministry of 
Labor extending the legislation was 
dated April 17, 1959, but was not pub- 
lished in the Moroccan Bulletin Officiel 
Until October 9.—U.S. Embassy, Rabat. 


Colombia Changes Import 
Deposit Requirements 


The Bank of the Republic of Colom- 
bia has announced that effective No- 
vember 3, 1959, imports of catgut and 
surgical bandages for surgeons and den- 
tists (item 292 of the Customs Tariff) 
will require a 20-percent prior deposit 
instead of the previous 130 percent. 

Imports of tinplated iron and steel 
sheets (item 704 of the Customs Tariff) 
and machine dies made from special 
steel (item 848) were raised from 20 
percent to 130 percent prior-deposit re- 
quirement. 


The import-deposit requirement on 
sexed baby chicks (item 8) were low- 





i 


ered from 120 to 20 percent, effectiye 
November 1. 

This action by the Central Bank hag 
the approval of the National Coungej 
of Economic Policy and reflects the at. 
titude of the Government to promote 
the poultry industry by making it easier 
to import breeding stock. For nearly 3 
years imports of baby chicks were pro. 
hibited and it was only in May 1959 
that baby chicks were transferred from 
the prohibited to the prior license list— 
US. ey, Bogota. 


Iraq Raises Duties 
On Several Items 


Iraq has increased duties on imports 
of tobacco products, spirits, macaroni 
and spaghetti, textiles, footwear, and 
motor vehicles. 

Items affected their new specifie dy. 
ties in Iraqi dinars per unit indicated 
or percent ad valorem, with former 
rates shown in parentheses, are as fol- 


lows (1 Iraqi dinar=US$2.80): 

19.03, Macaroni, spaghetti, and similar prod- 
ucts, .1 per net kilogr am (.075). 

22.09, Potable spirits and spirituous extracts, 
3 per liter, London proof (2.25) 

24.02 (c), Cigars, 100 percent ad valorem (75); 


(d) cigarettes, 4.5 per net kilogram (3), 

51.04, Continuous synthetic fiber 
per net kilogram (.58). 

56.07, Discontinuous synthetic fiber 
.6 per net kilogram (.58). 
Artificial textiles weighing per square me 

ter: (b) 75 to 150 grams: (1) Bleached, up. 

bleached, or dyed, 


textiles, § 


textiles: 


.J2 per net kilogram (.28): 
(2) printed, .38 per net kilogram (.32). 
64.02, Footwear with outer soles of leather 
or composition leather: (a) 2. With outer 
soles 17 centimeters or more in length, 2 
per pair (.8): (a) 4. A. Slippers and sap- 
dals: (1) With outer soles 17 centimeters 
or more in length, .6 per pair (.4); (2) 
other, .45 per pair (.3): (3) With outer 
soles of rubber or plastic material: (a) 17 
centimeters or more in length. .4 per pair 
25): (b) other, .25 per pair (.15); (2) 
other, .55 per pair (.35). 

87.02, Motor vehicles: (a) Designed to trans- 
port ten persons or less, weighing 1.750 kile- 
grams or more, 60 percent ad valorem (40); 
(b) designed to transport 10 persons or 
less, weighing less than 1,750 kilograms, 
40 percent (33). 

97.04, Playing cards, .002 each card (.001). 


The increases were provided for by 
an amendment to Customs Tariff Law 
No. 77 of 1955, effective September 24, 
1959.—U.S. Embassy, Baghdad. 





ECONOMIC REPORTS 





Part 1 $6 a year 
of BFC’s —. 
World Trade $9.75 to 
Information foreign 
Service addresses 


Sold by Department of Commerce Field 
Offices and the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Mexico Expands 
Import Control 


- Mexico has added phosphoric acid, 
sodium tripolyphosphate, some cello- 
phane, condensed and evaporated milk, 
urea, and certain linoleum products to 
the list of items requiring a prior im- 
port permit from the Ministry of in- 
dustry and Commerce. Also, import con- 
trol over gasoline has been extended to 
apply to the State of Chihuahua, which 
originally was excepted from import 
controls on this product. 

Mexican import tariff classifications 
affected and the dates on which the 
control went into effect are as follows: 


September 24 

500.00.09. Phosphoric acid, except phosphoric 
anhydride. 

5600.30.98. Sodium phosphates, not specified. 
(Control applies only to sodium tripolyphos- 
phate.) 

632.02.03. Strips of cellophane paper or cellu- 
lose acetate, up to 5 centimeters wide, with 
adhesive substances on one side even when 
such substances destroy transparency. 
September 26 

030.00.02. Condensed milk. 

6030.00.03. Evaporated milk. 

3902.02.00, 302:02.01, 302.02.98, 302.02.99. All gas- 
olines, including aviation gasoline. (Import 
control is extended to apply to State of 
Chihuahua, exempted from such control 
when originally established in December 


1957: see Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 
27, 1958, p. 11.) 
501.19.12. Urea. (Import control applies also 


to entries into free zones and perimeters, 
which areas normally are exempt from im- 
port controls.) 


October 1 


648.03.01. Sheets of cork composition even ff 
reinforced with fibers of any kind, or as- 
phalted cardboard, for the manufacture of 
furniture or floor coverings in bus bodies, 


—Dairio Oficial, September 24, 26, and 
October 1, 1959. 


Colombia Cotton Growers 
Adopt Export Subsidy Fee 


The Colombian Cotton Growers As- 
sociation, which recently convened at 
Neiva, has adopted a self-imposed ex- 
port subsidy fee. The fee is to be im- 
posed on all cotton produced in Colom- 
bia and used to establish a fund for 
reimbursing exporters for the difference 
between domestic and export market 
prices. 

Colombian cotton production dou- 
bled in 1959 to 52,000 metric tons of 
lint cotton compared with 25,873 tons 
in 1958. Because support prices con- 
tinue to be favorable compared with 
those of competing crops, further in- 
creases in production are expected, with 
exportable surpluses up to 10,000 tons 
in the first 6 months of 1960. The total 
subsidy necessary for this quantity of 
exports is estimated at 12 million pesos 
and would be covered by a fee amount- 
ing to 2 centavos per kilogram of seed 
cotton produced in the coastal zone and 
4 centavos per kilogram of seed cotton 
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produced in the interior zone (6.40 pe- 
sos = US$1; 100 centavos=1 peso), 

While the subsidy was approved for 
1 year only, the agreement provides for 
extension and review of the rates in ac- 
cordance with actual production, ex- 
ports, and prices. The convention, in 
adopting this measure, stated that it 
was probably without precedent in Lat- 
in America and might serve as a moded 
for other agricultural commodity 
groups interested in entering the inter- 
national market.—U.S. Embassy, Bo- 
gota. 





Tangier May Become 
Moroccan Free Port 


A special commission to prepare a 
project creating a free port at Tangier 
has been set up in the Ministry of Na- 
tional Economy. Present plans include 
enlargement of Tangier port and im- 
provement of communications between 
Tangier and the former Northern Zone. 


If the plans are approved, it is ex- 
pected that the free port will begin op- 
erations at the time Tangier’s free 
money market privilege ends, now set 
as April 19, 1960. 

Tangier’s special status, which in- 
cluded free money market and free 
trade between Tangier and the rest of 
the world, was established by the Roy- 
al Charter of August 1957. It followed 
the declaration abolishing the interna- 
tional regime in Tangier and political 
reintegration of the former Internation- 
al Zone of Tangier with Morocco. 

The abolition of Tangier’s special 
status was announced by the Moroccan 
Government on October 17, 1959, to- 
gether with a series of other economic 
measures. 


Under the regime of International 
Administration and later under its spe- 
cial status, Tangier offered some of the 
services normally provided by a free 
port.—U.S. Embassy, Rabat. 





Austria Reduces Import 
Duty on Some Poultry 


A reduction of import duty on certain 
types of poultry, effective October 1 
through December 31, 1959, has been 
announced by the Austrian Government, 
This reduction is granted on the basis 
of certificates issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture showing such poultry to be 
young chickens, poulards, or capons. 
The reduced rate is 140 schillings per 
100 kilograms, compared to the nor- 
mal rate of 500 schillings per 100 kilo- 
grams (26 Austrian schillings=US$1). 


This measure is designed to facilitate 
imports at holiday time, especially 
Christmas, when the domestic supply 
is inadequate to meet the increased de- 
mand,—U.S. Embassy, Vienna. 


Austria Moves to Full 
Currency Covertibility 


Austria has instituted virtually full 
nonresident convertibility by lifting 
most of the restrictions pertaining to 
the transfer of capital, the Austrian 
National Bank has announced. 


The Austrian Central Bank now will 
permit upon request the transfer abroad 
of all capital payments to residents of 
countries with freely convertible cur- 
rencies or Turkey and Greece, which 
until now had to be deposited to blocked 
accounts. At the same time, all blocked 
schilling accounts of such residents are 
being converted into free schilling ac- 
counts. 

The full nonresident convertibility of 
the schilling represents another step 
toward Austria’s integration with West- 
ern European capital markets and is 
designed to provide an incentive to 
further foreign capital investments in 
Austria. Despite the fact that this 
latest step toward convertibility may 
result in some outflow of previously 
blocked capital, the total of such trans- 
fers is likely to be of slight signficance 
relative to Austria's overall balance of 
payments.—U.S. Embassy, Vienna. 





Mexico Prohibits Import 
Of Hogs and Coconuts 


Imports of hogs into Mexico has been 
prohibited at the request of the Mexi- 
can Ministry of Agriculture and Live- 
stock under a circular telegram to all 
customhouses; and an absolute quaran- 
tine—import prohibition—has been es- 
tablished against the importation of 
coconut plants (cocos nucifera), their 
nuts and natural and commercial prod- 
ucts, copra and fiber, irrespective of 
country of origin. 

The quarantine action was taken to 
protect against the entry of various dis- 
eases of the coconut known to exist out- 
side of Mexico. Exceptionally, imports 
of the affected products for scientific 
study will be permitted under special 
permit and through the Bureau of Ag- 
ricultural Defense, Mexican Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock. 

The prohibitions became effective Oc- 
tober 7 and October 10, respectively.— 
Diario Oficial, October 7 and 10, 1959. 





U. S. exports of agricultural commod- 
ities in the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1960 are expected to reach or exceed 
$4 billion—up at least 8 percent from 
1958-59’s $3.7 billion, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports, 

If $ billion is reached, exports would 
be tied with 1957-58 as the third highest 
in history, exceeded only by the $4.7 
billion record in 1956-57 and the $4.1 
billion peak in 1951-52. Export quantity 
may be the second highest on record. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Agrarian Bill Changes 
Proposed in Venezuela 


The Venezuelan Permanent Joint 
Congressional Commission has reviewed 
the proposed Agrarian Reform Law 
and has recommended certain changes, 
the Ministry of Agriculture has an- 
nounced. The Joint Commission has 
also appointed a General and Coordi- 
nating Sub-Commission to draw up the 
report which will accompany the re- 
vised draft to the Congress early next 
session. 

The more important changes in the 
draft are: Express condemnation of 
latifundium and the proclamation» of 
its abolition as a fundamental objec- 
tive; establishment of the possibility 
of free grants of land as family par- 
cels; elimination of agricultural units 
as collective units, leaving only agrari- 
an centers; elimination of the National 
Commission for Agrarian Studies and 
substitution of the National Council 
for Agrarian Reform; and prohibition 
of rentals within the limits of family 
parcels, 

The creation of the National Council 
for Agrarian Reform will be composed 
of the Minister of Agriculture, the 
President of the National Institute for 
Agrarian Reform, the Director of the 
Agricultural Bank or the credit organ- 
ism which replaces~ it, and members 
from other institutes which the law 
may establish. 

The National Council will have the 
following functions: Coordinate plans 
and projects of the organisms which 
constitute it, within the budget, and 
an annual program drawn up in accord- 
ance with the law; review periodically 
compliance with prior ,plans and de- 
cisions; and designate the personnel 
required and establish their duties and 
salaries.—U.S. Embassy, Caracas. 

The proposed law is described in an 
article entitled “Venezuela Plans for 
Readjustment,” published in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, November 9, 1959, 
page 3. 





Mexico Revises ... 


(Continued from page 15) 


called dust, considering as such that which 
does not exceed 4 centimeters greatest di- 
mension: 10 percent. (New classification.) 
280-00-06. Bones of any kind, not elaborated, 
even if triturated: 25 percent (0.10 per gross 
kilogram and 35). 
281-04-06. Sarsaprilla root: Duty-free (5 per- 


cent). 

281-09-17. Nut shells, pulverized: Duty-free. 
(New classification.) 

400-02-03. Refined lanolin, weighing with the 
immediate container up to 5 kilograms: 
Duty-free. (New classification. ) 

400-02-04. Lanolin, other than that covered by 
400-02-03: 10 percent. (New classification). 
Previously lanolin was covered by 400-02-01, 
dutiable at 25 percent, now abolished. 

5500-01-03. Bone, degreased and pulverized: 20 
peo (0.01 per gross kilogram and 30). 

5000-01-03. Bone, degreased and pulverized: 20 
ercent (0.01 per gross kilogram and 30). 

09-03. Calcium arsenate: percent. (New 
classification; formerly under 509-09-99, du- 
tiable at 15 percent.) 





571-02-03. Insecticide mixtures or preparations 
containing over 30 percent calcium arsenate: 
Duty-free. (New classification; formerly un- 
der 571-02-99, dutiable at 15 percent.) 

683-99-01. Zine manufactures, painted or deco- 
rated, weighting-up to 100 grams each, not 
specified: Duty-free. (New classification: 
formerly under 683-99-98, dutiable at 27.50 


percent) 


—Diario Oficial, October 20 and 21, 1959. 


Argentina Eliminates Import 
Surcharge on Fishing Vessels 


Exchange surcharges and prior de- 
posit requirements on import into Ar- 
gentina of deep-sea fishing vessels has 
been eliminated by Executive Decree 
No. 13,287. The privilege applies to 
vessels imported and registered in the 
country within 360 days from the date 
of the decree, October 22, 1959. This 
exemption will not be extended to types 
of vessels which can be produced in 
“technically adequate conditions” by 
Argentine domestic industry. 

Under terms of the decree, the Di- 
reccion Nacional de la Marina Mercante 
y Puertos, the Direccion General de 

and the Perfectura Nacional 





Pesca, 
Maritima must certify in advance that 
each proposed importation is suitable 
as a deep-sea fishing vessel. Subsequent 
to this procedure, the Secretariat of 
Industry and Mining and the Secre- 
tariat of the Navy must prepare in 
each case a document for submission 
to Customs certifying that the proposed 
importation is eligible for entry under 
the decree. 


Cuban-Peruvian Commercial 


Modus Vivendi Extended 


The commercial modus vivendi_ be- 
tween Cuba and Peru has been extend- 
ed for a 2-year period ending Novem- 
ber 10, 1961. The agreement grants re- 
ciprocal most-favored-nation treatment 
for customs duties and consular fees. 

The exchange of notes took place on 
November 4 between the Cuban Minis- 
ter of State and the Peruvian Ambas- 
sador to Cuba. 

The modus vivendi was originally 
agreed to on November 10, 1958 (see 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 8, 





—— 


Rhodesia Relaxes 
Dollar Goods Import 


Balance-of-payment controls on im- 
ports of 65 products from the dollar 
area were lifted by the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, effective No. 
vember 27, the Federation Delegation 
to the Contracting Parties of the Gen. 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) has announced. 


This action will open the market to 
U.S. exports of nonindustrial electricaj 
machinery and appliances, duplicating, 
addressing and other office machines, 
cotton yarns, motor vehicles, and paper 
products, among other commodities. The 
Federation Delegation also announced 
that licenses will be issued freely for 
cotton piece goods which are still under 
restriction. 


The only commodities on which dis- 
criminatory balance-of-payment restric. 
tions will be maintained are: Blankets 
and rugs, clothing, textile nets and 
netting, tarpaulins, canvas, cotton piece 
goods, cutlery, metal furniture, radios, 
gramophones and television sets. These 
remaining restrictions are being exam- 
ined with a view toward further action 
early next year. 





Argentine Export Tax 
On Hides Increased 


A new schedule of exchange reten- 
tions on hide exports has been an- 
nounced by the Argentine Treasury. 
The base price on which a 20-percent 
retention will be calculated was in- 
creased for both salted and dry hides, 
the new system covering all hides 
shipped after October 31, 1959. 


Pressure reportedly developed to dis- 
pose of existing stocks which led to con- 
siderably larger sales volume at signifi- 
cantly lower prices, most types being 
reported down about 16 percent from 
the levels of a month earlier. Although 
animal processings were at a slightly 
higher rate in October, virtually no un- 
sold hide stocks were reported on hand. 
—Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States in Argentina. 


LLL LM 


1958, p. 11).—U.S. Embassy, Havana. 
7. 

imvestment 

in 


CENTRAL 
AMERICA 


Sold by U. $. Department of Commerce Field Offices, and by the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Office, 


Wravhington 25, D. C. 


another BFC\handbook 
for U. S. investors 
and traders 


--.on Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua 


‘1.50 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





—_—_— 


Spa 
Frui 


Regula 
marketin 
the Span 

An or 
merce st 
jssued gl 
censes, a 
are to be 
the full 
proceeds 
on const! 
to count 
tions are 

A nat 
been ad 

The o 
their de: 
and colc 
packing, 

The n 
of long ¢ 
ment .off 
of mar! 
through 


. striction 


advertisi 

Trade 
crop at 
internal 
tons, ab 
availabl 
ably hig 

The r 
tober 27 


U.S, € 


was tak 
sideratic 


_ final ac 


US. s 
the first 
to $28.! 
percent 
$28.9 
$6.8 mil 
—mostl 
chased 

US. 
$40.7 m 
cent of 
from E 
lowed 
consisti 
hams 
million; 
chome 
million; 
and gla 

The | 
ing Se 
change: 
marizes 
Violator 
period 


Positive 


Novem 


ort 


1 im- 
dollar 
on of 
> No. 
ration 
Gen- 
Trade 


et to 
‘trical 
ating, 
hines, 
paper 
. The 
unced 
y for 
under 


1 dis- 
‘Ss tric- 
nkets 
and 
piece 
adios, 
These 
*xam- 
action 


‘eten- 
1 an- 
SUI. 
recent 
s in- 
hides, 
hides 
> dis- 
) con- 
ignifi- 
being 
from 


10ugh 
ghtly 
O un- 
hand. 
‘nited 


book 
stors 
ders 


dor 1 
gua 


eekly 





| 








FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





_—_— 


Spain Issues Citrus 
Fruit Export Rules 


Regulations for the 1959-60 citrus 
marketing season have been issued by 
the Spanish Government. - 

An order of the Ministry of Com- 
merce states that exporters are to be 
jssued global licenses, or individual, li- 
censes, according to convenience. There 


are to be no imum export prices and 
the full am< of foreign exchange 
proceeds mus e sold in Spain. Fruit 


on consignme: . may be exported only 
to countries wi -re official public auc- 
tions are held. 

A national brand name, Spania, has 
been adopted for oranges. 

The order lists exportable varieties, 
their degree of maturity, juice content, 
and color. Regulations also deal with 
packing, inspection, and advertising. 

The new regulations are the result 
of long discussions by trade and Govern- 
ment offcials to put an end to the loss 
of markets in the past few years 
through a combination of currency re- 


_strictions, high prices, and inadequate 


advertising. 

Trade sources estimate the 1959-60 
crop at 1.5 million metric tons. With 
internal consumption around 400,000 
tons, about 1.1 million tons would be 
available for export, a level cdnsider- 
ably higher than that reached last year. 

The regulations were issued on Oc- 
tober 27.—U.S. Embassy, Madrid. 





U.S. Goods ... 


(Continued from page 2) 
was taken without regard to other con- 
siderations which might have affected 


_ final action. 


US. shipments to Eastern Europe in 
the first 6 months of this year amounted 
to $28.9 million, three-tenths of one 
percent of total U.S. exports. Of the 
$28.9 million in export trade, all but 
$6.8 million was in shipments to Poland 
—mostly agricultural commodities pur- 
chased with U.S. credits and grants. 

U.S. imports from the area totaled 
$40.7 million, or five-tenths of one per- 
cent of total U.S. imports. Purchases 
from Eastern European countries fol- 
lowed the usual commodity pattern, 
consisting mostly of canned cooked 
hams and other pork products, $12.5 
million; undressed furs, $5 million; 
chome ore, $2.2 million; platinum, $2 
million; benzine, $4.9 million; and glass 
and glass products, $1.2 million. 

The report, covering the quarter end- 
ing September 1959, also discusses 
changes in export regulations and sum- 
marizes actions taken against known 
violators of export controls for the 
period under review; and contains the 
Positive List of commodities for which 
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validated export licenses are required 
as of September 30, 1959. 

Entitled “Export Control, Forty-ninth 
Quarterly Report,” the 35-page pam- 
phlet is available from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C., or 
any of the Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, at 20 cents a copy. 


Netherlands Tax 
Rates Extended 


The Netherlands Government has ex- 
tended through December 31, 1960, the 
present temporary tax rates on cor- 
porate income, capital, gasoline imports, 
and on the turnover of certain products. 
These rates were scheduled to revert 
on January 1, 1960, to the basic levels 
from which they had been raised on a 
temporary basis in 1957. 


The tax rates which will apply 
throughout 1960 are as follows, with 
the basic rates from which they were 
raised in 1957 shown in parentheses: 

Corporate income tax, 44-47 percent 
(40-43); capital tax, 6 percent (5); 
special gasoline import tax, 24.25 guild- 
ers per 100 liters (16.65 guilders per 
100 liters) (1 guilder=US$0.263); in- 
termediate rate for turnover tax, 10 
percent (8); luxury tax, 18 percent 
(15); turnover tax on cigarettes, 7 per- 
cent (5); and turnover tax on tele- 
vision sets, 18 percent (10). 

Other taxation measures approved by 
the Netherlands Government include 
reductions in the personal income tax 
rates for unmarried persons. Reduc- 
tions of actual tax payments for these 
individuals will vary between 18 per- 
cent of annual income at low income 
levels (3,000 guilders a year) and 5 to 
6 percent for high income levels (100,- 
000 guilders or more a year).—U-S. 
Embassy, The Hague. 








Colombia Revises 
Import License List 


The Colombian Government has 
placed in the Previous License import 
category the following items which 
were formerly on the Free or Pro- 
hibited lists: 

89-a-1, licorice seed, from the free list; 

89-f, alfalfa for animal feed, from the pro- 
hibited list; 

109-b-2, fatty acids for pharmaceutical uses, 
from the prohibited list; 


162, fish meal for livestock, from the pro- 
hibited list; 

873-a, rubber tubes combined with textile 
or metal materials, from the free list; 


421-g-2, safety paper for checks, fromthe 
free list; , 


706-c-1, painted metal strips for venetian 
blinds, from the prohibited list; 


851-b-2, typewriter units to be assembled, 
from the free list. 
The action became effective October 
20 by Decree No. 2820 of that date. — 
U.S. Embassy, Bogota. 


Japan Eases Import 
Curbs on Some Items 


The Japanese Ministry of Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry (MITI) has 
announced that effective January 1, 
1960, copper scrap, gypsum, abaca, and 
luaun will be importable from the dol- 
lar area under the Automatic Approval 
(AA) system and that imports of hides 
and skins and steel scrap will be simi- 
larly treated by September 1960. Im- 
portation of these items now is pro- 
hibited from the dollar area under the 
AA system although imports have been 
permitted from the dollar area under 
the Funds Allocation (FA) system. 

MITI also indicated that in the near 
future raisins may be imported, within 
the limits of the total foreign-exchange 
allocation for this commodity, on a 
global basis. 


This removal of import restrictions on 
the above-mentioned items is the first 
which Japan has made in accordance 
with announcements in Tokyo at the 
fifteenth meeting of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) that 
Japan will gradually ease import curbs 
on the dollar area as a result of its im- 
proved balance-of-payments position. 

Japan’s imports of copper scrap in 
1958 amounted to 2,712 metric tons 
($1.5 million), the United “States ac- 
counting for 1,552 metric tons ($811,- 
000). 

Japan imported 27,000 metric tons of 
unclaimed gypsum valued at about 
$302,000. The principal supplier was 
Egypt. Imports of calcined gypsum to- 
taled 7 metric tons ($7,000) all of 
which came from the United States. 


The Philippines supplied the major 
portion of Japan's imports of both abaca 
and luaun. 


Japan imported approximately 3,554 
metric tons of raisins ($1.3 million) in 
1958 most of which came from Greece 
and Australia. Imports of raisins from 
the United States were valued at slight- 
ly over $20,000; however, Japanese 
trade sources indicate that under the 
new system the United States may be 
the favored source because of the avail- 
ability of high quality export raisins. 





Germany Liberalizes 
Imports of Candies 


The description of “Food Preparations 
Containing Cocoa” in the German im- 
port liberalization list (statistical num- 
ber 1806.90) has been changed, thereby 
extending liberalization of candies con- 
taining cocoa to all countries. 

This action should be of interest to 
U.S. candy manufacturers, as U.S.-type 
candies had been under restriction be- 
cause of the peculiar wording of the 
German commodity classification.—U.S. 
Embassy, Bonn. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Foreign Governments Invite Bids 





Iron, Steel Products, Machinery, 


Tires, Cable, Other Items Needed 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procurement 
agencies, are inviting tenders for items of interest to U.S. suppliers. 

Bidding instructions, specifications, and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 


ington 25, D.C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Ceylon 

Machinery and equipment for ceramic 
factory; bids invited until December 10 
by Chairman, Ceylon Ceramics Corpor- 
ation, 110 General’s Lake Road, Colom- 
bo 2.* 


Greece 

Tractor, 1, diesel driven, four wheel, 
25-28 brake horsepower, with various 
implements and equipment; roller, 1, 
pull-type pneumatic wheel, maximum 
ground pressure 250-360 pounds per 
lineal inch; sprinkler irrigation set with 
diesel pump of about 8 horsepower. 

Bids invifed until December 14 by 
Ministry of Agriculture, General Direc- 
tion of Agriculture, Land Reclamation 
Service, 60 Kolokotroni Street, Athens.* 


India 

Iron and steel products, 1,464 long 
tons, mild steel angles, channels, joists, 
and copper steel plates, tender No. 
DLF/13A/45, bids invited until Decem- 
ber 10; iron and steel materials, 4,450 
Jong tons, spring steel flats, plates, and 
sheets, tender No. DLF/78/46, Decem- 
ber 15; iron and steel materials, 6,500 
long tons, drum body sheets, drum 
circles, tender No. DLF/78/47, Decem- 
ber 21: bids invited by Iron and Steel 
Controller, 33 Netaji Subhas Road, Cal- 
cutta.* 

Dragline excavator with crane con- 
verter, 1, 2% cubic yards; shovel exeava- 
tor with clamshell attachment, 1, 2% 
cubic yards; clamshell, 1, 42 cubic yard; 
bottom dumpers, 7, capacity 40,000 
pounds; rear dumper, 7 capacity 40,000 
pounds; tender No. S.E. 7/3563-K/1; 
bids invited until January 29 by Direc- 
tor General of Supplies and Disposals, 
N.1LC., Building, Parliament Street, 
New Delhi. Bid documents may be ob- 
tained from India Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D.C. 


Iran 

Cable, 1,000 kilometers, sheathea and 
unsheathed; bids invited until January 
2 by Iranian Telephone Corporation, 
Tehran, Specifications may be obtained 
from the corporation for $26.30 a set.* 


20 





Iraq 

Plan printing and developing machine, 
electric, bid deadline December 13; ma- 
chines and equipment for workshop, 


December 20; fire-fighting engines, 2, 
December 20; bids invited by Iraqi 
Ports Administration, Basrah. Tender 
forms and specifications may be ob- 
tained from Embassy of Iraq, 2135 
Wyoming Avenue NW., Washington 
D.C. for $2.80 each, 

Chain-link fencing, 40 kilometers 
(24.8 miles), 20 kilometers 7 feet high, 
20 kilometers 5 feet high, galvanized, 
with intermediate standards, end strain- 
ing pillars, etc., including barbed wire; 
gates, 500, for use with 5-foot fence; 
bids invited until December 27 by Di- 
rector General, Iraq Republican Rail- 
ways, Baghdad.* 


New Zealand 


Stainless steel bars, 437, various di- 
mensions, tender SMQ 1284, bids invited 
until December 9; mica flakes, 20 tons, 
prepared as lost circulation material 
for use in drilling and mud-coarse grade, 
not over 17 pounds per cubic foot, Jan- 
uary 15; bids invited by Stores Man- 
ager, Ministry of Works, P.O. Box 8024, 
Wellington. Specifications available 
from New Zealand Senior Trade Com- 
missioner, 1145 19th Street NW., Wash- 
ington 6, D.C. 


Printing press, 1, two color, double 
crown offset, bids invited until Decem- 
ber 16; paper, various, tender No. 2869, 
December 21; bids invited by Govern- 
ment Printing and Stationery Depart- 
ment, Private Bag, Government Build- 
ing Post Office, Wellington. Specifica- 
tions available from New Zealand Sen- 
ior Trade Commissioner, 1145 19th 
Street NW., Washington 6, D.C. 


Norway 

Transformers, 3, (two 90 megavolt- 
ampere, 10/300 kilovolt and one 32 
megavolt-ampere 12/69 kilovolt); bids 
invited until December 21 by Norges 
Vassdragsog Elektricitetsvesen, Bygn- 
ingsavdelingen, Room 315 Drammen- 
sveien 20, Oslo.* 


—e, 


Saudi Firms Want 
Bid Collaboration 


Several Saudi Arabian firms have ex. 
pressed interest in associating with US. 
companies for the purpose of submitting 
bids on Saudi construction projects, es. 
pecially the supply and installation of 
machinery and equipment for the pro. 
posed Royal Professional Institute jn 
Riyadh. 

Estimated cost of the Institute js 
$4.5 million, of which $1.5 million is to 
be used for laboratory and machine shop 
apparatus, office equipment, and sup. 
plies. Bid deadline is December 15. Bid. 
ding documents may be obtained from 
the Saudi Ministry of Education jn 
Riyadh for $316 a set. 

In view of the short time remaining 
before the bid deadline, interested U.S. 
firms should express their interest 
through the U.S. Embassy at Jidda, en- 
closing information on their experience, 
as well as legal and financial status, 





Bidding on Gamma Globulin 
Opened by United Nations 


The Director of Purchase and Trans- 
portation Division, Room 2152 United 
Nations, New York, invites bids until 
December 10 for supply of 1,600 vials 
immune serum globulin, human, 165 
percent globulin, in 10 cc. vials. 


Offers should be f.o.b. shipping point, 
the serum suitably packed for air ship- 
ment. Alternate quotations on percent- 
ages and vial sizes will be considered. 
First shipment is required by about 
January 10, 1960. 


Further information may be obtained 
from R. C. O'Connor United Nations 
Headquarters, New York, N..Y., tele- 
phone Plaza 4-1234, extension 153. 





Pakistan 


Wheels and tires, 2,010; bids invited 
until December 7 by Chief Controller 
of Stores, Northwestern Railway, La- 
hore.* 


Sudan 

Telephones, 1,000, desk type with line- 
selector switch, bid deadline January 4; 
cable, 4,000 yards, underground tele- 
phone purposes, January 11; bids in- 
vited by Controller of Stores and Work- 
shops, Post and Telegraph Department, 
Khartoum.* 


Uruguay 
Electrodes, bid No. 4043; bids invited 
until December 10 by Administration 


Nacional de Combustibles, Alcohol y 
Portland (A.N.C.A.P.), Montevideo. Bids 


should be submitted through Uruguayan - 


agent. Bid notice in Spanish.* 
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World I Trade D Reacts 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports = 

on private foreign firms or indi- # 
viduals mentioned in the World 
& Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
® portunities departments of For- # 
3 eign Commerce Weekly are avail- # 
% able to qualified U.S. firms—or # 
* will be prepared on request— # 
& through the Commercial Intelli- 3 
® gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
* Commerce, U.S. Department of 
= Commerce, Washington 25, D.C., 
® for $1 each. The reports also may 
© be obtained through the Depart- 
= ment’s Field Offices. 
* Requests for these reports 
® should include the names and ad- 
* dresses of the firms or individ- 
* uals. 





2 The information given in a © 
= World Trade Directory report # 
* usually includes lines of goods 


® handled, operation methods, size 
* of business, capital, sales volume, 
* trade and financial reputation, and ¢ 
: other pertinent business informa- 


© tion. L 
s eseaanene : i 





Colombia Invites 
Powerplant Bids 


The Government of Colombia invites 
bids until January 18 for construction 


of a 66,000-kilowatt hydroelectric 
powerplant, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 

Included in the project, known as 
SALTO II, will be a penstock and set- 
tling basin on the Bogota River immedi- 
ately below the present SALTO I pen- 
stock; a concrete pressure tunnel, 2.65 
meters in diameter and 1,650 meters 
Jong; an underground outlet channel, 
49 meters high with interior diameters 
of 2.65 and 6.00 meters; another con- 
crete pressure tunnel of 2.40 meters in 
diameter and 81 meters long; a steel 
loading tube 714 meters long; a ma- 
chinery house for two vertical axis 
generators of 33,000 kilowatts, each 
powered by two turbines (Pelton type) 
of 45,000 horsepower each; a_ trans- 
former yard, connector yard, and other 
related facilities. 

Bidding documents, including condi- 
tions of contract, specifications, and 
drawings, may be obtained from Em- 
pressa De Energia Electrica De Bogota 
for $80 a set. A single set of these 
deeuments is available on loan from 
BFC’s Trade Development Division, U.S. 


Department of. Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C, 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Potential Aircraft Markets Cited 


A worldwide survey of civil aircraft, just completiod by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce in cooperation with the U.S. Foreign Service, points 
up market possibilities for the sale of used American piston-engine air- 


craft. 
Although the data are not yet 
sale of such equipment are listed. 


Argentina, This country presents a 
modest potential market in the next 
few years for U.S. surplus piston-engine 
aircraft. The National Administration 
of Civil Aviation, Buenos Aires, can 
supply addresses of the following com- 
panies: 

Austral Cia. Argentina de Transportes 
Aereos—immediate need for one Doug- 
las DC-6 for passenger service, one 
Douglas DC-4 for cargo service; if ad- 
ditional traffic develops Austral would 
be interested in another DC-4 or DC-6. 


Aerotransporte Litoral Argentina 
(ALA)—within next year expects to 
need four or five Convairs. 


Nor Sur Cia. de Aerotransporte—has 
need for two Lockheed Lodestars. 


Lineas Aereas de Cuyo (LAC)—new 
airline scheduled to begin operations 
late this year, expects to acquire two 
Lockheed Lodestars. 

Primera Linea Aerea Santafecina 
(PLAS)—new company, has plans to 
acquire two Lockheed Lodestars. 


Aerolineas INI y Cia.—company pres- 
ently in formation; will need two Doug- 
las DC-6As sometime next year and 
possibly three turboprops a year later. 


Belgian Congo. Possibility exists for 
eventual sale of a few DC-3s and 
DC-4s through SABENA for use in its 
African subsidiary. 

Ceylon, Air Ceylon Ltd.—possibility 
exists for sale of a few small-sized pis- 
ton-engined aircraft in the next 5 years. 


Federal Republic of Germany. Pos- 
sibility exists for the sale of up to four 
surplus aircraft to nonscheduled air- 
lines within the next 2 years. 


Ghana. A potential for the sale of 
Convair or DC-6 class aircraft would 
develop if a new trans-African route is 
established. 

Japan. The future market for U.S. 
surplus 4-engine aircraft might number 
up to half a dozen units. A limited 
market for the larger twin-engine air- 
craft may develop if domestic traffic 
expands. 

Nepal. Royal Nepal Airlines Corpora- 
tion—a potential market exists for ap- 
proximately two piston-engine aircraft 
of the DC-3 type each year until 1964, 
with possibly a total of two aircraft of 
the DC-4 or Convair-type in the period 
up to 1964, provided financing can be 
arranged. 

Norway. Braathens SAFE, Oslo—in- 
terested in two DC-6Bs and one DC-3. 

A/S Norronnafly, Oslo—invites pro- 


complete, some potentials for the 





posals which would include suitable 


financing for one Convair, one DC-3, and 
one DC-4. 


Widerse’s Flyveselskap og Polarfly 
A/S, Oslo—might be interested in three 


21-passenger aircraft for use in northern 
Norway. 


A potential market also exists in 
Norway for a few small aircraft, in- 


cluding some that can be fitted with 
floats. 


Republic of Congo. A possible market 
exists for about six small transport- 
type aircraft, single or two-engine, for 
combination freight-passenger service. 

Singapore. Malayan Airways—a mar- 
ket for some piston-engine aircraft in 
the next few years may develop pro- 
vided terms are favorable and craft is 
in suitable condition. 

Sudan. Sudan Airways—a _ future 
market may develop for Convair or 
DC-6 aircrafi if price is attractive. 

Tanganyika. The Ministry of Lands 
and Surveys has asked to be informed 
of all twin-engine aircraft below 20,000 
pounds all-upweight which are due for 
disposal, particularly those suitable for 
aerial survey or,with STOL (short 
takeoff and landing) characteristics. 

Union of South Africa. Possibilities 
for limited and sporadic sales of DC-3s, 
DC-4s and DC-6s to Trek Airways and 
Africair, Ltd., may develop. 

Venezuela. AVENSA, Edif. Banco 
Union, Caracas—might be in market for 
a DC-6B in the next several months. 

RANSA, Edif. America, AV. Urdaneta, 
Caracas—interested in acquiring up to 
three four-engine cargo aircraft in the 
near future. 





Construction Bids Issued 
For Housing in Ecuador 


Bids are invited until 12 noon, De- 
cember 7, for construction of 49 one- 
story houses, 5 two-story houses, street 
curbs, sewage lines, etc., in Hermano 
Miguel, a Quito suburb, by Caja de Pen- 
siones, the Bank-Government Insurance 
Employees Social Security Agency. 

Plans and specifications are available 
from Caja de Pensiones, Calle Flores 
No. 732, Quito, Ecuador, for $12 a set. 





U.S. exports of meat and meat prod- 
ucts rose sharply during the quarter 
ended September 30, 195¥, to almost 54 
million pounds—34 percent above the 
same quarter in 1958, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports, 
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NATO Construction 
Open to U.S. Bidders 


Three new projects, one in Turkey, 
one in Greece, and one in Belgiurn, have 
been opened to U.S. bidders under the 
international bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 

The project in Turkey calls for supply 
and installation of 26 diesel-alternator 
sets (12, 95 KVA; 12, 70 KVA; 2, 350 
KVA), all 231/400 volts and 50 cycles. 
Latest delivery date is end of April 
1960. 

Estimated to cost $210,000, the proj- 
ect in Greece calls for construction un- 
der a single contract of telecommunica- 
tion systems for P.O.L. installations at 
various sites in Greece. The work is 
scheduled for. completion within 12 
mopths from the signing of the con- 
tract. 

The Belgian project, estimated to 
cost $310,000 calls for extension of the 
runway at Beauvechain Airfield, con- 
sisting principally of 35,000 cubic meters 
of excavation and 27,750 square meters 
of concrete paving. Specifications will 
be available to qualified firms Decem- 
ber 28, with bid deadline 8 weeks there- 
after. 

Firms interested in bidding on the 
Turkish project should submit com- 
pleted application forms before Decem- 
ber 1 to Kara Enfrastruktur Tesislere 
Reisligi M.M.V. Oda No. 141 Bakanlikar, 
Ankara. 


Firms wishing to bid on the Greek 
project should express their interest 
by December 11 to the General Air 


Ceylon Needs Ninety 
Aluminum Buildings 


Bids are invited by the Government 
of Ceylon for supply and delivery of 
aluminum prefabricated buildings, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced. 


Included in the invitation are 90 
1-story steel frame corrugated alumi- 
num buildings ranging in size from 
90 ft. x 26 ft. for the living quarters 
type to 36 ft. x 22 ft. for supervisors’ 
quarters. 


Bids on a prescribed form should 
reach The Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, P.O. 
Box 500, Colombo, before 10 a.m., Jan- 
uary 19. Bid forms may be obtained 
free from the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 
Wyoming Avenue NW., Washington 8, 
D.C. A copy of the form, including con- 
ditions of contract and specifications, is 
available on loan from BFC’s Trade 
Development Division, U.S. Department 
of ©ommerce, Washington 25, D.C. 
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Staff, Ministry of Defense, Athens. A 
copy of the bid notice on this project 
as well as application forms for the 
Turkish work are available from BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington, 
25, D.C, 

Firms interested in bidding on the 
Belgian work should express their in- 
terest in project No. KPR/62798/4109 
to Ministere de La Defense Nationale, 
Administration Generale Des Construc- 
tions, Direction Postes Et Routes, 
Caserne Prince Baudouin, Place Dailly, 
Bruxelles, by December 10. 


U.S. firms not already certified to par- 
ticipate in NATO work should send a 
resume of their qualifications to BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, as de- 
scribed in the brochure on the NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
gram available from that Division. 


Philippine Directory Lists 
Industrial Establishments 


A Directory of Industrial Establish- 
ments in the Philippines has been pub- 
lished from a nationwide survey con- 
ducted by the Bureau of Commerce of 
the Philippines. 

The directory contains a classified list- 
ing of names and addresses of large 
and small industrial firms in the country 
taken from records of municipal and 
city treasury offices in the Philippines, 
surveys conducted by commercial agents 
of the bureau stationed in the provinces, 
and materials submitted by industrial 
establishments. 

Other contents of the directory are 
a resume of laws and regulations af- 
fecting Philippine industries, pointers 
on how to establish an industrial firm 
in the country, statistics on production 
of selected manufacturing industries, 
list of industrial associations in the 
Philippines, and a directory of officials 
of the Department of Commerce and 
Industry and the Bureau of Commerce. 

A copy of the directory may be con- 
sulted in the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C., or it may be purchased 
from L. Ma. Rivera & Associates, P.O. 
Box 1228, Manila, Philippines, at 
US$3.50 a copy, postpaid. 








investment in 


NIGERIA 
$1 


From U.S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C. 














NEW OPPORTUNITIES | 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individyals named in 
the following lists have expressed in. 
terest in establishing new business con. 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 


only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U.S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms, 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 


When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D.C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
Germany 

Regional agents sought in United 
States, particularly in New York area, 
Illinois, and California, for still wines 
from Rhine and Moselle, and sparkling 
wines offered by Niersteiner Schlosskel- 
lerein G. Friedrich Kehl GmbH. (pro- 





ducer, importer, wholesaler), Schloss 
Fronhof, Nierstein/Rhein. WTD 11/5/59. 
Chinaware 

France 


Limoges chinaware In large quanti- 
ties, including dinnerware, classic, high- 
fashion and other types; tea sets; cof- 
fee sets; and cups and saucers, deco- 
rated and white, offered direct or 
through agent by Chastagner & Cie 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
70 Faubourg & Cie, 70 Faubourg des 
Casseaux, Limoges, Haute-Vienne. Pho- 
tographs.* WTD 11/4/59. 


Couplings 
England 


Metallic flexible couplings, power 
driven, offered direct or through agent 
by Turbomachines Ltd. (manufacturer), 
Station Rd., Dorking, Surrey. _ Illus- 
trated and descriptive leaflets.* WTD 
11/6/59. 


Foodstuffs 


France 


Canned celery hearts and gherkins in 
brine in 170-kg. wooden casks, natural 
products carefully prepared and packed, 
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offered by Andre Trougnac (Etablisse- 
ments) (producers, wholesalers, ex- 
porters), 29bis Rue Auber, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne. WTD. 4/25/58. 


New Zealand 

Deer meat, whole carcas or quartered; 
and Aquilla, Australia, and Aucklandi- 
type eels, fresh or frozen, packed to in- 
dividual requirements, offered direct 
or through agent by Design & Quality 
Importing Co. (importer, packer, ex- 
nerter), P.O. Box 984, Wellington. WTD 
10/22/59. 
Footwear 
France 

Slippers and other footwear for men 
and women for summer or winter use, 
jarge quantities available, offered di- 
rect by Etablissements Felix Versaveau 
(Jean Moreau et Pierre Berthaud) 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
Boite Postale No. 6, Nontron, Dordogne. 
WTD 11/4/59. 


Furniture 


Germany 


Agent sought in United States for 
bedroom furniture with built-in radio 
and lighting by Wendel Mobel GmbH. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 66 Lorsbach- 


erstrasse, Hofheim/Tauhus. Illustrated 
and descriptive’ literature.* WTD 
11/5/59. 

Gift Articles 

Germany 


Automatic lighters offered by Karl 
Wieden Kom.-Ges. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 26 Scheffelstrasse, Solingen- 
Ohligs. Illustrated and descriptive lit- 
erature and samples.* WTD 11/3/59. 


Hardware, Builders 
Netherlands 


Doorclosers, springs, and hinges of- 
fered by Dictator Deursluiter Maats- 
chappij (manufacturer), 48D Briklaan, 
Bussum. Illustrated and descriptive lit- 
erature.* WTD 10/29/59. 


Jewelry 
Spain 

Spanish costume jewelry including 
bracelets, earrings, necklaces, brooches, 
tie bars, cuff links, key chains, etc., 
made of steel with 24-karat gold, gilt 
brass, and gilt wire offered by Alfredo 
Torres Galvez (export merchant), Teo- 
doro Roviralta, 19, P.O. Box 676, Bar- 
celona. WTD 10/23/59. 


Machinery 
Norway 

Machinery for canning industry of- 
fered by Trio Fabrikker (manufacturer 
of locks, hinges, pumps, and canning 
mechinery), 26-30 Helgesensgate, Oslo. 
Illustrated and descriptive literature.* 
WTD 6/15/59. 


Norway 
Hot-water pumps offered by Trio 


. 
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Fabrikker, (see previous listing). Ilu- 
trated and descriptive literature.* WTD 
6/15/59. 


Metal Leaf ’ 
Japan 
Metal leaves including gold, silver, 


bronze, and aluminum, 15,900,000 leaves 
monthly, offered by Kono. Metal Leaf 
dnd Powder Co., Ltd. (manufacturer 
and exporter of metal leaf, powder and 
foil), 13 Shimonakajima-cho, Kanazawa, 
Ishikawa Prefecture. Samples and price 
list.* WTD 10/30/59, 


Motion-Picture Cameras 
France 


Motion picture cameras, 8 mm., of 
Zoom-reflex, automatic, and_ turret 
types, precision-built instruments of 
high quality reportedly having all ad- 
vanced deluxe features and light in 
weight, offered direct or through agent 
by Etablissements Pierre Leveque (S.A.) 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
Chemin Philippon, Pau, Basses-Pyre- 
nees. Illustrated and descriptive litera- 
ture in French.* WTD 10/19/59. 


Plastic Products 
Sweden 


Plastic clothes dryers, to attach to 
coathangers offered direct or through 
agent by Weri-prukter AB (manufac- 
turer), P.O. Box 16366, Stockholm 16. 


Illustrated and_ descriptive leaflet.* 
WTD 10/28/59. 

Plywood 

Netherlands 

Exotic veneers, exotic veneer/ply- 


wood, and normal plywood—exotic ve- 
neer/plywood can be supplied in teak, 
rosewood, mahogany, sycamore, and 
oak—offered direct or through agent 
in unlimited quantities by N. V. Fijn- 
houthandel Wm. Mallinson & Zonen 
(export merchant), 565 Westzeedijk, 
Rotterdam. WTD 10/23/59. 


Textiles % 
Austria 


Textile glass fiber products, glass fi- 
ber for insulation purposes, etc., offered 
direct or through agent Werner Eybl, 
Export Office (manufacturer’s agent), 
8/III/12 Kaerntnerstrasse, Vienna 1. 
WTD 11/6/59. 


Portugal 


Cotton textiles offered direct by Lou- 
sada, Irmaos, Lda. (export merchant), 
79-1°., Avenida Almirante Reis, Lisbon. 
WTD 11/2/59. 


Tools 
England 


Small air turbine tools offered direct 
or through agent by Turbomachines, 
Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter of small 
air turbine tools and metallic flexible 
couplings, power driven), Station Rd., 
Dorking, Surrey. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflet.* WTD 11/6/59. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 
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Argentina Plans Two 
Petroleum Plants 


Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales 
(YPF), Buenos Aires, Argentina’s 
petroleum authority, plans to call 
for bids shortly for construction, 
and operation on a fee basis, of a 
lubricating plant and a_ gasoline 
plant. Estimated cost of the two 
plants is $40 million. 


Further information on_ these 
projects is expected and will be re- 
ported in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly when available. Interested firms, 
in the meantime, may wish to ex- 
press their interest by writing to 
YPF. 


ea ae eeeeahahbbhhiiipiiiii iit ty) 


Watches 
Germany 


Wrist watches for men and women, 
10,000 monthly; cases gold plated with 
steel back, or 14-karat gold; 17, 21 and 
25 jewels; also automatic watches with 
Swiss and German movements, offered 
by COMOS Uhrenfabrik (manufacturer, 
exporter), 20 Maximilianstrasse, Pforz- 
heim. Catalog.* WTD 10/28/59. 


Wearing Apparel 
Austria 


Leather shorts (Lederhosen) for men, 
women, and children, 1,000 pairs an- 
nually, offered direct or through agent, 
L. Nutz (export merchant, wholesaler), 
10 Linzergasse, Reid i/Innkreis, Upper 
Austria. WTD 11/9/59. 


Welding Equipment 
Germany 


Welding equipment, self-exhausting 
handshields for electric welders, offered 
by Hilger & Kern GmbH. (wholesaler, 
exporter), 253/255 Kafertaler Strasse, 
Mannheim. WTD 11/2/59. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Equipment 
Israel 


New or reconditioned buses, passen- 
ger seating capacity 40-60, equipped 
with diesel engines, new tires and bat- 
teries, reclining seats, roof quarters of 
colored glass, bus models 1953-56, 
wanted for direct purchase, and price 
quotations with literature and optional 
quotations desired for air-conditioned 
buses, power steering and power brakes, 
by Overseas. Trading & Supply Corp., 
Ltd. (importer of commercial motor 
vehicles and heavy equipment), Room 
105, 94 Allenby Rd., Tel Aviv. WTD 
10/28/59. 


Netherlands 

Automotive parts, accessories, and 
tools wanted for direct purchase by In- 
dustrie- en Handelsonderneming Mar- 
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mex, C. V. (exporter), 21 Buitenrust- 
plein, Voorburg. WTD 10/30/59, 


Batteries 
Syria 

Fiber separators and wooden separa- 
tors for batteries, 500,000 pieces each, 
as well as 50,000 pieces of several dif- 
ferent sizes of heavy export packing for 
batteries, desired by Iknadossian Bros. 
(storage battery manufacturer), P.O. 
Box 733, Bustan Gul-Ab, Aleppo, WTD 
10/29/59. 


Building Materials 


Ceylon 


Corrugated aluminum sheets wanted 
for direct purchase by Richard Pieris 
& Co., Ltd. (importing distributor, man- 


ufacturer), P.O. Box 144, 69, Hyde 
Park Corner, Colombo. WTD 3/11/59. 
Chemicals 

Australia 


Bulk chemicals, technical U.S.P. and 
Ar, wanted for direct purchase and 
agency from U.S. manufacturers by 
Plastral Trading Co., Py., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 233 Broadway, Syd- 
ney. WTD 10/23/59. 

Clothing 
Nigeria 

Readymade clothing, especially ready- 
made shirts and underwear, and blouses 
and underwear for women wanted for 
direct purchase by J. T. Chanrai (Ni- 
geria), Ltd. (importer, wholesaler, re- 
tailer of textiles and readymade cloth- 
ing), 44 Marina, Lagos. WTD 11/2/59. 


Lebanon 


Poplin and nylon shirts for men, 200 
doz.; cotton underwear, sport, for men, 
500 doz.; medium- and high-quality 
neckties, 2,000 doz.; nylon and cotton 
hose for men, 5,000 doz., all sizes, short 
and long, high-quality; and nylon stock- 
ings for women, 2,000 doz., wanted for 
direct purchase by Phoenician Trading 
Agency (manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), P.O. Box 4443, Souk 
el-Jamil, Beirut. WTD 11/4/59. 
Cosmetics 
Curacao 

Cosmetic products wanted for direct 
purchase with agency on exclusive basis 
by Curacao Commercial Co., (W. F. 
Veger), (importing distributor, sales 
agent of pharmaceuticals and cosmetic 
products), 5 Roodeweg, P.O. Box 265, 
Willemstad, Firm prepared to do local 
filling and accept shipment of products 
in bulk. WTD 4/24/59. 


Cotton Waste 


Germany 


Catton waste for spinning purposes 
wanted for direct purchase by Gronauer 
Textilbuero, Inh, F. Kuss (importer, ex- 
porter), 72 Koenigstrasse, Granau/W. 
Firm wishes sample. WTD 10/14/59. 
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Dairy Equipment 
France 

Mogern dairy plant equipment, instal- 
lations, and machinery of good quality, 
particularly separators and equipment 
for production of lactose, wanted for 
direct purchase with agency for central 
and southwest France by Matelait 
(Aristide Jean et Cie), (importer, 
wholesaler, sales agent, distributor 
handling dairy plant equipment; special- 
ist in installations for dairy plants), 8 
Avenue des Martyrs-de-la-Resistance, 


Niort, Deux-Sevres. Descriptive pam- 
phiets and pricelists desired. WTD 
11/3/59. 

Electrical Supplies 

Liberia 


Electric wire and cable of usual U.S. 
standards wanted for distributorship or 
direct purchase arrangement by Ra- 
samny Electra (importing distributor), 
P.O. Box 414, Pavilion, Memarinna, 
Monrovia. WTD 11/3/59. 


Foodstuffs 
Australia 


Canned salmon, sardines, etc., wanted 
for direct purchase by Nelson & Robert- 
son, Pty., Ltd. (importer, exporter, 
broker), 197 Clarence St., Sydney. WTD 
9/25/59. 

Germany 

Skimmed milk powder and full cream 
milk powder, 50- to 100-tons each, want- 
ed for direct purchase by H. Scheidt & 
Co. (importer), 58 Oberlaender Ufer, 
Koeln-Bayenthal. WTD 6/6/58. 


Grains 
Syria 

Barley, black and/or white, 10,000- 
15,000 metric tons, complete shipload, 
impurities 1-3%, density over 40%: 
and red hard and/or soft wheat, U.S. 
hard (winter) wheat No. 2 preferred, 
10,000-15,000 metric tons, complete 
shipload, impurities 1-3%, density 
over 70%, wanted for direct purchase 
by Nadra M. Rassy (importing distrib- 


PAAAPPP APP PPPPPPPP SPS IAIIAIAIIAASY 


Greece Wants To Buy 
Railway Turnouts 


The Government of Greece has 
invited bids for supply of 50 rail- 
way turnouts with steel ties and 
parts, estimated to cost a total of 
$200,000, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. ‘ 

Bids should be submitted by De- 
cember 5 to State Procurement 
Service, 50 Socratous Street, 
Athens. Copies of the bid announce- 
ment and one set of drawings 
are available on loan from BFC's 
Trade Development Division, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. 


PPPPPRASPPPPPPPYVAPIAIAAAIPAISYS 
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utor, commission agent), No. 29 Rue 
Ramy, P.O. Box 495, Damascus, WTD 
10/17/59. 
Holloware 
Australia 

Aluminum and stainless steel kitchen 
holloware, medium to high quality, 
wanted for direct purchase and agency 
by Dodwell & Co. (Australia) Pty., Ltd, 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 188 George St., Sydney. WTD 
10/7/59. 


Industrial Machinery, Equipment 
India 


Machinery and equipment for manu. 
facturing general lighting service lamps 
—incandescent lamps and miniature 
lamps—wanted for direct purchase by 
Bharat Electrical Industries, Ltd., (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler of electric ceiling 
fans, lamps, regulators, and switches; 
importer of raw material for lamp and 
fan manufacture, 52 Hindusthan Bldgs, 
6A S.N. Banerjee Rd., Calcutta 13. Spe- 
cifications.*WTD 10/30/59. 

Machinery for manufacturing small 
particle board or chip boards, daily ca- 
pacity 8/10 tons, wanted for direct pur- 
chase by Blackstone Products, Ltd. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter of 
stone chips), 59-60 Strand Rd., Calcutta, 
WTD 10/6/59. 

Machinery for manufacturing mild 
steel reed wire, asbestos high-pressure 
steam jointings, asbestos brake lining, 
and expanded metal wanted for direct 
purchase by Singh & Co. (distributor of 
cigarettes and other tobacco products), 
11 Esplanade East, Calcutta 1. Specifi- 
cations.*WTD 9/25/59, 


Instruments, Medical 
Netherlands 


Medical instruments and instruments 
for medical-nuclear treatment wanted 
for direct purchase on exclusive basis 
by EOPHARMA Chemisch Pharmaceu- 
tisch Handelsbureau (importing distrib- 
utor), 125 Haringkade, The Hague. 
WTD 11/2/59. 

Jewelry 
Lebanon 

Imitation jewelry, chiefly pearl neck- 
laces, $2,000 worth, wanted for direct 
purchase by Phoenician Trading Agency 
(manufacturer's agent, commission mer- 
chant), P.O. Box 4443, Souk el-Jamil, 
Beirut. WTD 11/4/59. 

Nigeria 

Costume jewelry and novelties wanted 

for direct purchase by J. T. Chanrai 


(Nigeria) Ltd. (importer, wholesaler, 
retailer of textiles and readymade 
clothing), 44 Marina Lagos. WTD 


11/2/59. 
South Africa, Union of 


Watchstraps, novelties, earrings, neck- 
laces, rings, lockets, bracelets, men’s 
jewelry (selling price $.50-$10) wanted 
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for direct purchase by H. Bach, Pty., 
Ltd. (wholesaler), 1 Burg St. Cape 
Town. WTD 10/27/59. 
Laundry Equipment 
Norway 

Laundry machinery and equipment 
for industrial use wanted for direct pur- 
chase and agency by A/S Akerselvens 
Maskinverksted (manufacturer of con- 
crete mixers, winches, hoists, sluice 
gates, and dam shutters, and machinery 


and metal constructions), 77 Wam. 
Thranesgate, Oslo. WTD 10/27/59. 


Leather, Leather Goods 


Germany 
Upper leather, 50° shoe leather and 
% technical leather, wanted for di- 
rect purchase by F. Knoebel, Lederfa- 
brik (manufacturer), 2-10 Nordwall, 
Widenbrueck/Westf. WTD 10/29/59. 


South Africa, Union of 

Small leather goods, including purses, 
wallets, and billfolds, wanted for direct 
purchase by H. Bach, Pty., Ltd. (whole- 
saler), 1 Burg St., Cape Town. WTD 
10/27/59. 


Medicines 
Curacao 

Medicines wanted for direct purchase 
and on exclusive agency basis by Cura- 
cao Commercial Co. (W. F. Veger), 
(importing distributor, sales agent of 
pharmaceuticals and cosmetic products), 
5 Roodeweg, Willemstad. WTD 4/24/59. 
Mineral Products 
Dominican Republic 

Mineral tar wanted for direct pur- 
chase from U.S. manufacturers on an 
exclusive representation basis by S. A. 
Ricart, C. por A. (importing distribu- 
tor), 42 Avenida Julia Molina, San 
Pedro de Macoris. WTD 2/25/59. 
Syria 

Pure lead sheets, 500 tons, wanted for 
direct purchase by Iknadossian Bros. 
(manufacturer of batteries), P.O. Box 


733, Bustan Gul-Ab, Aleppo, WTD 
10/29/59. 

Office Equipment 

Australia 


Coin-counting, sorting, and wrapping 
equipment, and note, docket, and cou- 
pon-counting machinery and/or calcu- 
lating equipment wanted for direct pur- 
chase and agency by Office Appliance, 
Pty., Ltd. (importing distributor hand- 
ling office and business appliances), 66 
William St., Sydney. WTD 10/26/59. 


Optical Supplies 
Lebanon 


Sunglasses, medium quality, 9,000 
pairs, wanted for direct purchase by 
Phoenician Trading Agency (manufac- 
turer’s agent, commission merchant), 


P.O. Box 4443, Souk el-Jamil, Beirut. 
WTD 11/4/59. 
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Pharmaceutical Supplies 
Netherlands 


Pharmaceutical specialties, light 
chemicals for pharmaceutical use wanted 
for direct purchase by EOPHARMA 
Chemisch Pharmaceutisch Handelsbu- 
reau (importing distributor), 125 Har- 
ingkade, The Hague. WTD 11/2/59, 


Plumbing Supplies 
Panama 


Lavatory and toilet plumbing fixtures 
wanted for direct purchase by Cia. de 
Productos de Arcilla, S.A. (Clay Prod- 
ucts, Inc.), (manufacturer of clay prod- 
ucts, including glazed wall tile, ceramic 
floor tile, and garden pottery), P.O. Box 
4498, No. 43-57 Avenida 7a, Espana, 
Panama. WTD 9/10/59. 


Textiles 
Australia 


Wash-and-wear fabrics, including 
structure weaves, plain and printed, em- 
bossed printed cottons, printed satin 
cottons; printed pure silk and viscose 
mixtures (approximately 25% pure silk, 
75% viscose) printed cotton crepes, lin- 
gerie designs; printed and woven, fash- 
ion and novelty cotton shirtings; syn- 
thetic fabrics—nylon, dacron mixtures; 
cotton and bemberg mixtures suitable 
for frocks and blouses; printed seer- 
suckers in colorful designs; and printed 
and dyed fine lawns with no-iron finish, 
wanted for direct purchase from U.S. 
manufacturer by Dalgety & Co., Ltd. 
(importer, wholesaler, retailer, com- 
mission merchant of consumer goods), 
15 Bent St., Sydney. WTD 7/12/57. 

Dyed calico, mainly in 28-in. and 36- 
in. widths and plain white bleached and 
unbleached calico, 28, 36, and 54-in., 
wanted for direct purchase by Nelson 
& Robertson, Pty., Ltd. (importer, ex- 
porter, broker), 197 Clarence St., Syd- 
ney. WTD 9/25/59. 

Nigeria 

Woolen, cotton, and synthetic fabrics 
wanted for direct purchase by J. T. 
Chanrai (Nigeria), Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler, retailer of textiles and 


readymade clothing), 44 Marina, Lagos. 
WTD 11/2/59. 


Television Sets 
lraq 


Table and cabinet television sets to 
operate on 220-v., 50-c., a.c. and d.c. 
current, wanted for direct purchase and 
agency by Near East Commercial Co., 
W.L.L. (importer, wholesaler, retailer 
of radio and television sets, sewing ma- 
chines, and electrical equipment), 10 
T/2 Saadun St., Baghdad. Illustrated 
catalogs and pricelists desired. WTD 
10/30/59. 


Tires, Tubes 


lraq 

Rubber pneumatic tires and tubes for 
passenger cars and trucks in all sizes 
wanted for direct purchase and agency 
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by Near East Commercial Co., W.L.L., 
Baghdad (see previous listing). TDlu- 
strated catalogs and pricelists desired. 
WTD 10/30/59, 


Toys 
Australia 


Plastic and metal toys for direct pur- 
chase and agency wanted by Dodwell 
& Co. (Australia), Pty. Ltd. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer's agent), 188 
George St., Sydney. WTD 10/7/59. 


Tricycles 
Australia 


Tricycles for direct purchase and 
agency wanted by Dodwell & Co, (Aus- 
tralia), Pty. Ltd. Sydney. (see previ- 
ous listing). WTD 10/7/59, 


Vending Machines 
Australia 


Merchandising coin-vending machines 
wanted for direct purchase and agency 
by Office Appliances, Pty. Ltd. (import- 
ing distributor handling office and busi- 
ness appliances), 66 William St., Syd- 
ney. WTD 10/26/59. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Aircraft 
Southern Rhodesia 


Small aircraft agency sought by N. 
Dean & Co. (Pvt.), Ltd. (manufactur- 
er’s representative, commission agent), 
P.O. Box 375, Salisbury. WTD 11/3/59. 


Alcoholic Beverages 
Lebanon 


Agency for aleoholic beverages sought 
from U.S. manufacturer by Phoenician 
Trading Agency (manufacturer's agent, 
commission merchant), P.O. Box 4443, 
Souk el-Jamil, Beirut. WTD 11/4/59. 


Automotive Equipment 
Mexico 

Trailer parts and accessories agency 
sought by Remolques de Mexico, S.A. 
(manufacturer, importer, distributor), 


Poniente 112-271, Mexico 15, D.F. WTD 
10/28/59. 


Bedding 
Southern Rhodesia 

Padded quilts and quilting agency 
sought by Sterling Sales (Pvt.), Ltd. 


(manufacturer’s representative), P.O. 
Box 2354, Salisbury. WTD 11/3/59. 


Chemical Products 
Germany . 
Agency from U.S. manufacturers of 
modern, high-quality chemical preducts, 
resistant against water, oils, acids, al- 
kali, ete.,, including sealer for concrete 
floor, waterproofing agents for concrete, 
and paints for concrete floors sought by 
H. J. Kirschhofer, Inh. Dr. P. Hunecke 
(wholesaler, sales agent, manufacturer 
of chemical products), 60 Schonau- 
strasse, Wiesbaden-Schierstein. WTD 
11/5/59, 
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Clothing 
Lebanon 


Agency from U.S. manufacturer of 
woolen and cotton readymade clothing 
for men, women, and children sought 
by Phoenician Trading Co. (manufac- 
turer’s agent, commission merchant), 
P.O. Box 4443, Souk el-Jamil, Beirut. 
WTD 11/4/59. 


Southern Rhodesia 


Nylon stockings and foundation gar- 
ments agency sought by N. Dean & Co. 
(Pvt.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s represen- 
tative, commission agent), P.O. Box 375, 
Salisbury. WTD 11/3/59. 


Nylon stockings and foundation gar- 
ments agency sought by Sterling Sales 
(Pvt.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s represent- 
ative), P.O. Box 2354, Salisbury. WTD 
11/3/59. 


Construction Machinery 
Germany 

Building machines and equipment 
agency sought by Helmut Hinz, Bauma- 
schinen-Baugeraete (importer, whole- 
saler, manufacturer’s agent), 244 Eiser- 
ner Strasse, Siegen/W. WTD 10/23/59. 


Consumer Goods 
Southern Rhodesia 


" Light engineering consumer products, 
as well as general consumer goods, in- 
cluding toilet and pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts, agency sought by E. Sewell (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 190 Garlands Ride, 
Salisbury. WTD 11/6/59. 


Cutlery, Hardware 
Southern Rhodesia 


Hairclippers, scissors, etc., as well as 
hardware agency sought by N. Dean 
& Co. (Pvt.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s rep- 
resentative, commission agent), P.O. 
Box 375, Salisbury. WTD 11/3/59. 


Electrical Appliances 
Southern Rhodesia 


Electrical cooking and heating appli- 
ances, stoves, refrigerators, washing 
and ironing machines agency wanted by 
N. Dean & Co. (Pvt.), Ltd. Salisbury 
(see previous listing). WTD 11/3/59. 
Firearms 
Southern Rhodesia 

Firearms agency wanted by N. Dean 
& Co. Pvt.) Ltd., Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia (see previous listing), WTD 
11/3/59. 


Foodstuffs 
England : 


Agency from leading canner of all 
grades of canned fruits, not already 
represented in the United Kingdom, 
sought by Messrs. C. N. Hearn & Co., 
Ltd. (importing distributor, manufac- 
turer’s agent, broker), 32-34 Shaw’s 
Alley, Liverpool 1. WTD 3/23/59. 
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France 

Canned crab meat in tin cans of 64 
oz. net, packed in cardboard containers 
of 24 or 48 tin cans, as well as dried 
or dehydrated fruits, good quality, 
agency sought by Jean Amanieux (com- 
mission merchant, import and selling 
agent handling food products), 86 Rue 
Ducau, Bordeaux, Gironde. WTD 
10/27/59. 


Lebanon 

Foodstuffs agency from § U-/S. firms 
wanted by Samih S. Azzam (manufac- 
turer’s agent, commission merchant), 
P.O. Box 3146, Beirut. WTD 11/3/59. 

Foodstuffs agency from U.S. manufac- 
turer of general line of canned food- 
stuffs wanted by Phoenician Trading 
Agency (manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), P.O. Box 4443, Souk el- 
Jamil, Beirut. WTD 11/4/59. 


Southern Rhodesia 


Drinking chocolate agency wanted by 
N. Dean & Co. (Pvt.), Ltd. (manufac- 
turer’s representative, commission 
agent), P.O. Box 375, Salisbury. WTD 
11/3/59. 


House Trailers 
Pakistan 


House trailers, complete with an air- 
conditioning system, especially manu- 
factured for tropical countries, agency 
wanted by Groupe Marketing (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer's agent), 
Bar.jukwala Bldg. 4 McLeod Rd., Ka- 
rachi 2, WTD 3/30/59. 


industrial Equipment 
Mexico 

Industrial parts and equipment, par. 
ticularly for light industry, agency 
wanted by David A. Lines (manufac. 
turer’s agent), Nilo 52-2, Mexico, DF 
WTD 11/4/59. 


Southern Rhodesia 

Textile and printing machinery agen. 
cy wanted by E. Sewell (manufacturer’s 
agent), 190 Garlands Ride, Salisbury, 
WTD 11/6/59. 


Lamps, Lampshades 
Southern Rhodesia 


Lamps and lampshades agency sought 
by N. Dean & Co. (Pvt.), Ltd. (manu- 


facturer’s representative, commission 
agent), P.O. Box 375, Salisbury. WTD 
11/3/59. 
Paper 


Southern Rhodesia 

Carbon paper and tracing paper 
agency wanted by N. Dean & Co. (Pvt.), 
Ltd., Salisbury (see previous listing), 
WTD 11/3/59. 


Playing Cards 
Southern Rhodesia 

Playing cards agency wanted by N. 
Dean & Co. (Pvt.), Ltd., Salisbury (see 
previous listing). WTD 11/3/59. j 
Resident Representative 
Japan 

Resident representative in Japan de- 
sires accounts in addition to those now 
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held in the textile, metal products, mer- 
chant financing, and jewelry lines, In- 
terested firms should communicate with 
J. E. Aurell Agencies, (importer, ex- 


porter, commission merchant), Room 
314, Mitsubishi Naka 8th Bldg., Maru- 
nouchi 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo. 
WTD 10/23/59. 

Textiles 

Lebanon 


Textiles agency from U.S. manufac- 
turer of woolen, cotton, rayon, nylon, 
and dacron textiles for men’s suits and 
women’s dresses wanted by Phoenician 
Trading Agency (manufacturer’s agent, 
commission merchant), P.O. Box 4443, 
Souk el-Jamil, Beirut. WTD 11/4/59, 


New Zealand 


Agency for Ileathercloth, P.V.C. 
coated, all kinds, for motorcar and fur- 
niture upholstery, 50 in. wide, different 
weights of backing and surface cover- 
ing; as well as plastic sheetings, P.V.C. 
printed and plain, for retail sales and 
manufacture of raincoats, curtains, and 
novelties, and for covering motorcar 
seats, 4 mm. thickness, 54 in, wide, 
wanted by T. W. Williams, Ltd. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 102-104 Wakefield St., Welling- 
ton. WTD 10/30/59. 


Toiletries 
Lebanon 


Agency from U.S. manufacturer of 
general line of cosmetics and toilet pre- 
parations wanted by Phoenician Trad- 
ing Agency (manufacturer’s agent, 
commission merchant), P.O. Box 4443, 
Souk el-Jamil, Beirut, WTD 11/4/59. 


Southern Rhodesia 


Agency for bleaching creams, hair 
straighteners, etc., wanted by Central 
African Brokers (Pvt.), Ltd. (manufac- 
turer’s representative, commission 
agent), P.O, Box 3165, Salisbury. WTD 
11/3/59. 


Tools 
England 


Tools and hardware, electrical, motor, 
and manual, for tradesmen’s and do- 
mestic use, agency wanted by Jilton 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer's agent), 539 
Holloway Rd., London N. 19. WTD 10/ 
6/59. 


Southern Rhodesia 


Machine and handtools agency want- 
ed by E. Sewell (manufacturer's agent), 
190 Garlands Ride, Salisbury. WTD 
11/6/59. 


Toys, Games 
Southern Rhodesia 

Toys, games, novelties agency wanted 
by Central African Brokers (Pvt.), Ltd. 
(manufacturer's representative, com- 


mission agent), P.O. Box 3165, Salis- 
bury. WTD 11/3/59. 
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FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia 


Ralph Henry, representing Henry & 
Egan Pty., Ltd., 38-40, Smith St., Sur- 
rey Hills, “is interested in direct pur- 
chases of hats for men and women, par- 
ticularly fabric and specialty items, such 
as sporting caps, and desires agencies. 
Seeks technical information, Scheduled 
to arrive December 6 via New York 
for 4-day visit. U.S. address: c/o Roose- 
velt Hotel, Madison Ave. & 45th St., 
New York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York. 

Walter Levy, representing Brewer & 
Levy Pty., Ltd., 491 Pitt St. Sydney, 
is interested in importing polyester and 
acrylic buttons and artificial jewelry, 
if possible on agency basis, and seeks 
technigal information on buttonmaking 
machinery. Scheduled to arrive Decem- 
ber 7 via San Francisco for 2-month 
visit. U.S. address: ¢/o Lion Notions 
Co., 4114 Judah St., San Francisco 22, 
Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco and 
other cities as required. 

John McLachlan MacIntyre, Chief 
Engineer, Geelong Waterworks & Sew- 
erage Trust, 65-67 Ryrie St., Geelong, 
Victoria, is interested in engineering, 
design, construction, and administra- 
tion methods of water supply and sew- 
erage and seeks technical information. 
Scheduled to arrive December 10 via 
New York for 2-month visit. U.S. ad- 
dress: c/o American Waterworks As- 
sociation, 2 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 
Itinerary: Chicago, San Francisco, New 
York, and other cities. 

Harold G. Stuart, representing G. H. 
Stuart Pty., Ltd., 2 South St., Kogarah, 
is interested in licensing arrangement 
with a U.S. company for commercial 
refrigeration, particularly in self-serv- 
ice stores and supermarkets, and seeks 
technical information. Was scheduled 
to arrive November 15 via New York 
for 4-week visit. U.S. address: c/o 
Commodore Hotel, Lexington Ave. & 
42d St., New York, N.Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Buffalo, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Minneapolis, Kansas City, Los Angeles, 
and San Francisco. 


Chile 


Humberto Tascheri, representing In- 
dustrias Metalurgicas Famela S.A., Da- 
vila 675, Santiago, is interested in man- 
ufacture of fluorescent lamp- ballasts, 
and seeks technical information. Was 
scheduled to arrive November 16 via 
New York for 30-day visit. U.S. ad- 
dress: c/o John K. Gusttstadt, 9 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York 20, N.Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York,-Chicago, and Cleve- 
land. 

Cuba 


Sr. Rogelio Madrazo Serra, represent- 
ing Banco de Desarollo Economico y 
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Social (Economic and Social Develop- 
ment Bank), Calle 23 No. 171, Vedado, 
Havana, is interested in visiting manu- 
facturers of equipment for production of 
calcium carbide, insecticides, vinyl 
chloride, phenol, and acetic acid, and 
equipment for electrolytic process used 
in obtaining chlorine and sodium hy- 
droxide. Especially interested in visiting 
factories in which these products are 
manufactured, Was scheduled to arrive 
November 25 via Miami for 15-day visit. 
U.S. address: c/o Amchem Paint Co., 


Ambler, Pa. Itinerary: Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh. 


Spain 


Justo Ercilla Sagarminaga, represent- 
ing Zayer, S.A., P.O. Box 163, Betono, 
Vitoria, is interested in sale of machine 
teols manufactured by the firm and ob- 
taining manufacturing licenses. Seeks 
technical information, Was scheduled to 
arrive latter part of November via New 
York for 1-month visit. U.S. address: 
c/o Commercial Section, Spanish Con- 
sulate General, 515 Madison Ave., New 
York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, Cin- 
cinnati, and Chicago. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may We ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$2 a list for each soon. ost of 
these lists are prefaced by a brief 
review of basic trade and industry 
data collected in making the com- 
pilations. 


Cooperage, Crate, and Shook Importers, 
Dealers, and Exporters—Cuba,. Octo- 
ber 1959. 


Cooperage, Crate, and Shook Importers, 
Dealers, and Exporters—United King- 
dom. October 1959. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers—Ja- 
maica. October 1959. 

Petroleum -Industry—Tunisia. October 
1959. 

Physicians and Surgeons—Ecuador. Sep- 
tember 1959. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—Indonesia. October 1959. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—Syria (U.A.R.)y October 
1959. 





U.S. imports of cotton linters, mostly 
felting qualities, were 29,000 bales (500 
pounds gross) during the first two 
months (August-September) of the 
1959-60 season—down 15 percent from 
34,000 bales a year earlier, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Linters imports in September 1959 
were 16,000 bales, compared with 13,000 
bales in August, and 23,000 bales in 
September 1938. 
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Developments in the World Economic 
‘Situation and U.S. Foreign Trade 


Excerpts from Remarks by Bradley Fisk, 


Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for International Affairs, 
Before the Agricultural Outlook Conference, November 16 


I anticipate for 1960, as compared with 1959, a stimulus to U‘S. 
production and income from rising foreign demands for U.S. goods 
which will outweigh any dampening effects from the directing of more 
U.S. expenditure to imported merchandise. 

Some further rise in imports next year may be expected after the 
large annual gain clearly indicated this year, but there are reasons for 


thinking it will be much smaller. On the other hand, I look forward to. 


considerable rise in our total exports next year. 
My optimism regarding our near-term export prospects is based 
on the renewed strength evident both in our export trade this summer 


and in total world trade. 


The upturn in foreign demand for U.S. goods in recent months 
reflects a general strengthening of international demand during 1959. 
This in turn largely reflects new production gains in all the industrial 


regions of the world. 


Our goods apparently are sharing in this new expansion of import 


demand abroad, and I think they will continue to do so. 


Export Peak in Early 1957 
Followed by Slump 


As you all know, our total exports 
have n at rather considerably re- 
duced levels in 1958 and 1959, after 
several years of rapid expansion which 
culminated in the abnormal peak to 
which our exports rose in early 1957. 


From $12.3 billion in 1953, in the 
wake of the Korean War boom in world 
trade, our nonmilitary exports had risen 
to $19.5 billion in the entire year 1957. 
In the latter part of that year, however, 
they fell off rapidly, and last year they 
totaled no more than $16.3 billion. A 
further decline set in about a year ago, 
and exports fell to an annual rate of 
less than $15.5 billion in the first quar- 
ter of this year. 


To some extent the extraordinary 
peak to which U.S. exports rose in 1957 
and the subsequent relapse resulted from 
abnormal demand factors abroad which 
had their impact peculiarly on US. 
products. 

A rush to buy U.S. cotton got under 
way in the fall of 1956 and reached its 
peak in the first half of 1957, as a re- 
sultof long-anticipated developments in 
the pricing of our cotton for export. At 
the same time a surge of importing 
developed in Japan, with the accelerat- 
ing industrial growth there. Superim- 
posed on these developments came the 
effects of the Suez crisis with the re- 
sultant soaring exports of U.S. petro- 
leum and products. 


There were other influences on de- 
mand abroad for our goods, The fore- 
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most of these was the passing of the 
crest in the world economic boom of the 
period 1953-57, -which was marked by 
downturns in production in a number 
of countries and declining prices of 
numerous primary commodities. 


Export Uptrend of 1953-57 
Reflected Booming World Economy 


The world economic boom of 1953-57 
was characterized not only by rapid 
increase in total U.S. sales abroad, but 
also by a strong and persistent uptrend 
in international demand as a whole. In 
4 years, world trade rose by nearly one- 
third in volume, so that by 1957 world 
exports attained a record .p€ak of $100 
billion. The mainspring of this rapid 
expansion was the vigorous growth of 
production and income, principally in 
the industrial regions of the world. 

Generally speaking, exchange of man- 
ufactured goods between and within 
the industrial regions grew more rap- 
idly than did industrial regions’ total 
imports of primary products, particu- 
larly those of agricultural origin. 

Reflecting the relatively slow growth 
of industrial countries’ imports of pri- 
mary products, the aggregate earnings 
of countries in nonindustrial areas from 
their exports rose by 20 percent from 
1953 to 1957, as compared with a 50- 
percent rise in the corresponding total 
for the countries in industrial areas. 

The concurrent expansion in import 
demand on the part of nonindustrial 
areas greatly exceeded that in their 
export earnings. Their aggregate im- 


orts rose 38 percent, reflecting exten. 
sive financing through increased aid, 
principally from the United States, ang 
through drafts on foreign exchange re. 
serves, new borrowings from’ private 
sources in industrial areas, and increased 
inflows of private capital for direct 
investment. 


Industrial Downturns of 1957-58 
Reduce World Trade 


Just as the prime movers of the trade 
gains in 1953-57 were the industrial 
countries, these were the main source 
of the new instability of world trade 
which appeared last year. 


Manufacturing output declined from 
mid-1957 to early 1958 in the United 
States, in Canada, and in Japan. Indus. 
trial production leveled off or dipped 
temporarily last year throughout West- 
ern Europe. 

With reduced export earnings in pri- 
mary-supplying regions abroad forcing 
curtailments in their imports as well, 
there was a moderate general contrac- 
tion in international demand last year. 
World trade, as measured by the aggre- 
gate exports of all non-Communist 
countries, fell off to $95 billion in 1958, 
Exports to the world outside the United 
States from all non-Communist coun- 
tries registered a decline of 6 percent 
in value, as compared with the 16-per- 
cent decline experienced by our own 
country alone, 

In contrast to nonindustrial areas 
last year, export earnings of foreign 
industrial areas held virtually steady 
from 1957 to 1958. The increase in sales 
of advanced manufactures to the United 
States was one of the stabilizing in- 
fluences. 


U.S. Share in Total Foreign Market 
In 1958 Approximated 1953-55 Level 


Despite the slump in total U.S. ex- 
ports last year, they actually kept pace 
with the net rise from 1953 to 1958 in 
total demand abroad for imports from 
all sources. 

The United States had supplied a dis- 
proportionate amount of the increase in 
foreign import demand from 1953 to 
1957. While total exports of all non- 
Communist countries to the world out- 
side the United States rose by nearly 
$24 billion, to a total of about $87 bil- 
lion, the United States, which ordinarily 
supplies about one-fifth of all goods 
supplied by non-Communist countries 
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to the foreign world, furnished nearly 
one-third of that increase. 

This very large share of the increase 
caused our proportion of all goods sup- 
plied to the entire world outside the 
United States to rise to 22.5 percent in 
1957, as compared with a steady 20 per- 
cent in the three-year period 1953-55. 

The disproportionate rise te 1957 in 

the U.S. share in the total market 
abroad for imports was reversed last 
year. Our share did not fall any lower, 
however, than its 20 percent level of the 
years 1953-55. 
The considerably greater-than-average 
reduction in Canadian import demand 
had its incidence almost entirely on the 
United States. The U.S. share in the 
total market abroad outside of North 
America actually remained a little above 
what it had been early in the recent 
world boom. 


United States and Canada 
Lead Industrial Upturn 


The world recession has proved fairly 
short-lived, even though international 
trade remained rather lacking in buoy- 
ancy, after its downturn in the latter 
part of 1957, until this spring. 

The industrial recession in North 
America was quickly arrested. After 
leading the downturn or leveling off 
of production in the industrial areas, 
North American manufacturing output 
also led the upturn. 

By this summer, U.S. manufacturing 
activity, as measured by the Federal 
Reserve Board seasonally adjusted in- 
dex, had risen from a low of 128 in 
April 1958 to 158 (in June of this year, 
the last full month before the steel 
shutdown). This level was about 7 
percent above the previous record 
monthly peak two years earlier. By the 
second quarter of this year Canadian 
factory production mounted above that 
of any earlier quarter. 

The output of Japanese manufactur- 
ing production also was in an early 
upturn, and by last fall was again rising 
in a trend which accelerated in the first 
half of this year. 

In Europe, monetary and credit ease, 
greatly aided by reduced import prices 
and resultant boosts to reserve accumu- 
lation, has contributed to the renewal 
of economic growth in that key area for 
world demand and for U.S. foreign agri- 
cultural marketing prospects. In June, 
European factory output, on a seasonally 
adjusted basis, was 8 percent above its 
lowest monthly value in 1958, and ex- 
ceeded by about 4 percent its record 
monthly value prior to 1959. Late re- 
ports indicate that this new advance 
has been continuing since midyear. 


World Trade in 

Lagging Recovery 

Broadly speaking, the effects of the 
reinvigorated dynamism of the indus- 


trial economies on world trade have 
appeared with some lag. 
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The low in world trade was reached, 
as in industrial output, in the earlier 
part of last year. Although there was 
some immediate rebound, world export 
totals for several quarters failed to in- 
dicate any clear recovery trend in total 
international demand, apart from ex- 
pected seasonal changes. 

The principal area of continued weak- 
ness in import demand was in the non- 
industrial regions—consistent with the 
general tendency of import changes in 
those regions to lag behind changes in 
their exports. The weakness was rather 
general though particularly evident in 
Latin America. 

Furthermore, Europe’s imports from 
the outside world were no higher in 
volume than they had been in the first 
quarter of 1958, and in total value were 
actually somewhat reduced, owing to 
lower prices. Since the early months 
this year, however, a fairly strong up- 
turn has appeared in world trade. 

In addition to the strong rise in U.S. 
imports over levels of 1958 or of any 
earlier year, imports of most other im- 
portant industrial countries this spring 
and summer showed sizable percentage 
increases over levels of the second and 
third quarters of 1958. Almost entirely 
reflecting these gains, the increase in 
total world exports amounted to about 
$7 billion, in terms of annual rates, 
from April-June 1958 to the correspond- 
ing months this year. 

Since U.S. imports bulked large in 
the world trade rise, the increase in 
total demand in the foreign world was 
substantially less than that in interna- 
tional demand as a whole. Exports of 
all non-Communist countries to the 
world outside the United States were 


up $4 billion in rate in the second 
quarter. 
However, a somewhat greater rise 


from a year earlier will probably be 
recorded for the third quarter. Total 
demand abroad for exports is now at 
about $85 billion annually. This is about 
as high in value terms as in 1957, and 
compares with about $80 billion annu- 
ally twelve months ago. 


Expanded Foreign Demand 
In Prospect in 1960 


Further gains over the next 6-12 
months in world trade and in total 
demand abroad for imports seem fairly 
certain. 

Production trends in most other in- 
dustrial countries are expected to con- 
tinue aipward at least well into 1960, 
An annual gain of 5 percent would not 
be surprising in factory production in 
the Common ‘Market countries, with 
GNP there expected to rise nearly as 
much as industrial output. This year’s 
expansion in output and total demand 
in the United Kingdom is expected to 
continue for the time being despite 
some retarding effect anticipated from 
lower fixed investment by private in- 
dustry there. 


Canada, following this year’s strong 
gain in its factory output and its total 


GNP, should show further economic 
gains in 1960. With Japan’s export 


sales up strongly this year, that coun- 
try’s output and domestic demand seem 
likely to keep on rising for a while. 

Nonindustrial areas, moreover, should 
furnish somewhat improved markets 
next year. Their export volumes are 
already up, reflecting increased demands 
in industrial areas, and presumably 
some upward tendency in the prices of 
primary products will appear. 


U.S. Exports To Share 


In World Trade Expansion 


Confidence is justified, if my analysis 
of current trends in the world economy 
is sound, that foreign marketing oppor- 
tunities for U.S. exporters will continue 
to increase, as they have begun to do 
during the course of 1959. 

These opportunities seem particularly 
assured in foreign industrial areas, 
where the greater part of our total 
foreign market for agricultural products 
is located. Simply on the basis of pro- 
duction and income trends alone, we 
should experience good sales of our 
farm products in foreign industrial areas 
next year. This is without reference to 
supply factors peculiar to individual 
commodities, such as specific shortages 
of local production through drought. 

Apart from aid programs, expanding 
markets in nonindustrial areas do not 
seem as likely to benefit our agricul- 
tural producers. Gains in market oppor- 
tunities there in the immediate future, 
much more than in foreign industrial 
areas, will apply mainly to nonagricul- 
tural products, primarily manufactured 


_ goods. 


Our total foreign marketings next 
year, including those of agricultural 
products as well as other U.S. goods, 
should benefit somewhat from the re- 
moval of discriminatory restrictions 
against our goods in the control of im- 
ports for balance-of-payments reasons 
by foreign countries. 

Particularly for farm products, how- 
ever, the increase in sales to be hoped 
for under nondiscriminatory import con- 
trols abroad may not be large. For the 
last several years, most U.S. agricul- 
tural products which were effectively 
in demand in Europe, to cite the most 
important area from the standpoint 
of our agricultural exports, in general 
have been liberally licensed for im- 
portation. 


Exports to Canada, 
Europe Increasing 


The rebound in foreign demand has 
already been registered in our non- 
military export totals. Exports rose 
from less than $15.5 billion in annual 
rate in the first quarter this year to 
about $17.5 billion, on a seasonally ad- 
justed basis, in the summer quarter. 

Despite exceptionally low sales abroad 
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of both cotton and steel, coupled with 
the slump this year in the Latin Amer- 
ican market, exports in the third quar- 
ter exceeded their total in the third 
quarter of 1958 by some 6 percent. 


The renewed impetus to exports came 
from industrial areas abroad. Renewed 
economic expansion in Canada _ has 
brought considerable recovery in our 
sales there. With vigorous expansion 
reappearing also in Europe and Japan, 
exports to those areas in the third 
quarter mounted above their levels in 
the corresponding period last year. The 
trend of exports to Europe, however, 
was still dampened this summer by per- 
sisting low levels in shipments there not 
only of cotton and steel but also of coal 
and aircraft. 

In contrast, demand continued to sag 
in Latin America. That area’s foreign 
exchange earnings had been curtailed 
by low prices, particularly for coffee, 
and by reduced world demand for some 
of its other important products. Our 
sales there, which had shown relatively 
little decline until around mid-1958, fell 
off rather severely thereafter. 


Our exports to nonindustrial areas 
of Asia and Africa, on the other hand, 
have been relatively stable at about 
last year’s levels. 

These developments seem to indicate 
that foreign marketings of our goods 
are picking up more or less in line with 
trends abroad in total import demand. 
This is consistent with experience in 
1953-58, which affords some basis for 
anticipating that our share of the total 
foreign market should be fairly well 
maintained in a general upswing. 


U.S. Share Losses Limited in 
Foreign Markets for Manufactures 


There seems to be widespread belief, 
on the other hand, that we are being 
increasingly outcompeted in foreign 
markets. The export upturn of recent 
months does not, of course, preclude 
such a possibility. It is my belief, how- 
ever, that competitive conditions in for- 
eign markets have not turned so much 
against us as has been widely alleged. 
Far too much significance for the long 
term has been inferred from short-term 
elements in the 1957-58 export slump. 

Changes, over 5 years ending with 
1958, in U.S. percentage shares of indi- 
vidual regional markets abroad for 
exports of particular classes of manu- 
factured goods indicate that strictly 
competitive losses in the 1958 down- 
swing were neither as pervasive nor as 
large as popular alarm would suggest. 

The actual performance of our ex- 
ports in comparison with those of prin- 
cipal competing countries reveals a great 
diversity in market-share behavior for 
various product categories in particular 
regional markets. For several important 
categories, the supposition of sharp 
shrinkages in our market shares is con- 
firmed by the data. For a very wide 
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range of other manufactured products, 
however, numerous smaller losses and 
almost equally numerous gains virtually 
counterbalance each other in the ag- 
gregate. 

This statistical evidence lends sup- 
port to a moderately optimistic view 
of our export prospects in most lines 
as the renewed expansion of world trade 
proceeds. Even with respect to fields 
in which our market shares abroad have 
shrunk, competitive reactions of U.S. 
businessmen may well recapture some 
of the lost ground. 


Import Rise 
Slackening 


In my opening remarks I ventured a 
comment that our total imports next 
year should increase by a rather smaller 
amount than they did in 1959. The rise 
in imports this year has been strong, 
but the uptrend seemed to be flattening 
out this summer. 

Imports rose from an annual rate of 
about -$12%4 billion around the middle 
of last year to more than $15% billion, 
on a seasonally adjusted basis, by the 
second quarter of 1959. This rise was 
spurred in part by continuation of the 
long uptrend in U.S. demand for auto- 
mobiles and other foreign advanced 
manufactures. It also reflected rising 
demand for various foreign industrial 
materials responsive to the upswing in 
U.S. industrial output, along with ex- 
ceptional demands for steel arising from 
anticipation of shortages. 


Since the spring, however, the import 
uptrend seems to have leveled off con- 
siderably. The third quarter level dif- 
fered little from that of the second. 
If the flatter trend of the last several 
months continues, our imports seem 
likely to total around $15.5 billion for 
the entire year. 

Next year the import uptrend, unlike 
that from the latter part of 1958 and 
the first half of 1959, should be tem- 
pered by several factors. With expan- 
sion of domestic manufacturing produc- 
tion smaller next year, after the sharp 
rise of 1958-59, purchases of foreign 
industrial materials will probably rise 
much less than they did this year. 

Moreover, we should experience high- 
er output in 1960 of steel and of. meats, 
products which have been imported in 
unusual amounts this year. Also, there 
is a. possibility that the advent of the 
U.S. automobile industry’s new “com- 
pact” cars will divert some U.S. demand 
from European automobiles. 

Despite the improvement lately in 
our exports, they are currently expected 
to total only about $16 billion this year, 
exclusive of military-aid shipments. 
With the effects of the steel shutdown 
likely to persist for Several months, 
some lag in export of products such as 
vehicles and machinery in the final 
quarter is inevitable. Gains are antici- 
pated for the current quarter, however, 


in exports of agricultural Products 


especially cotton. 


Trade Balance Down 
Sharply in 1959 


It now looks as if our a 


nnual export 


surplus in merchandise trade wij be 
under $1 billion for all of 1959, as com. 
pared with $3.4 billion in 1958. With , 


large excess of payments over our Pe 


ceipts from abroad for non 


-trade trang 


actions, the transfer of gold and dol. 


lars to foreign countries 


$4 billion for the entire year. 


May eXceg} 


The currently large payments deficit 
in our international accounts has gep, 
erated much concern, both governmental 


and private. 


material improvement 


I believe, however, that 


lies ahead 


through rising exports, once the effeets 


of the steel shutdown are overcome ang 
on the assumption of no other crippling 
interruptions of production or of trang 


portation. 


However, even with the strongest im 
provement in our balance of merchan 
dise trade which can realistically by 
expected next year, we will still experi. 
ence a sizable deficit in our interna 
tional transactions as a whole. If we 
are to approach balance in our interna 
tional accounts while maintaining og 
military expenditures abroad, our prk 
vate capital flow to foreign countries 
and our governmental aid to them, af 
around recent levels, we shall have ty 
sell considerably more goods in foreign 


markets. 


To attain the export 


the continuing and 


restrain undue upward 


enough of our goods, 


levels needed 


will require the utmost exertion by ou 
producers of exportable goods to reduce 
or hold down their costs and foreign 
selling prices. It will require, further 
intensified cultiva 
tion of markets abroad with all appro 
priate tools, including not only customer 
relations and servicing but also market 
research, sales promotion, credit facil. 
ities, etc. and a very careful analysis 
of what goods foreign countries want 
Beyond these, it demands that our gov- 
ernment pursue, energetically and faith 
fully, both those domestic policies which 
are calculated to foster-economic eff- 
ciency at home and those which will 
tendencies of 
prices and costs. Each type of policy 
must be applied to such an extent that 
whether of fae- 
tory, farm, or other origin, will be kept 


fully competitive in foreign markets, 





U.S. rice exports in September, at 
907,000 ewt. (100 pounds) in terms of 
milled rice, were down sharply from 
the 2,060,000 cwt. in August, and were 
the smallest in 5 months, according to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Rice 
earlier 


exports in September a 
were 1,486,000 cwt. 
Shipments, to 
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year 


Cuba and Indonesia 
were 29 and 27 percent, respectively, 
of the total, Other principal destinations 
were Liberia and Belgium-Luxembourg. 
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licensing Agreements 


Proposals from two German firms 
seeking licensing agreements for ex- 
jon and diversification of produc- 
tion of electrotechnical equipment and 
machinery may be of potential interest 
to U.S. companies contemplating invest- 
ment in that country. 

A licensing arrangement for the man- 
ufacture in Germany of a USS. line of 
electrotechnical equipment is sought by 
Funke & Huster Elektrizitaetsges, m.b.H. 
The German firm, a family owned 
enterprise established in 1897, re- 
portedly operates a plant in Essen pro- 
ducing and exporting electrotechnical 
equipment such as watertight, flame and 
explosion-proof types of telephones, 
signal bells, horns, keys, switches, ter- 
minal boxes, and electronic apparatus. 
The firm also seeks a purchaser for 
its electrotechnical equipment. 

A leaflet describing the products man- 
ufactured is available on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D.C. Inter- 
ested firms also are invited to corre- 
spond with Funke & Huster Elektrizi- 
taetsges, m.b.H., 4 Lichtstrasse, Es- 
sen/R., Germany. 

A licensing agreement for the man- 
ufacture in Germany of a US. line of 
machinery is sought by the Hamburg 
firm, Hermann Bauermeister Maschin- 
anfabrik und Muehlenbau G.m.b.H. 
Currently engaged in the manufacture 
of machinery for cocoa processing, choc- 
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olate, marzipan, and oil-mill industries, 
the firm is said to be one of the largest 
of its type in Germany. Since the firm 
has some unused production capacity 
und wishes to compensate for any pos- 
sible fluctuation on the cocoa market, 
it wants to expand and diversify its 
production program by including the 
construction of American engineering 
equipment under license. According to 
the firm, capital investment is not re- 
quired. 

Factory buildings are of modern brick 
construction and are equipped with 
modern machinery. The plant has direct 
rail facilities and is said to be conven- 
iently located near the Hamburg har- 
bor. Adequate skilled labor is available. 
Further details of the licensing pro- 
posal, descriptive literature, and a 
blueprint of the Bauermeister plant, are 
available on loan from the Trade Devel- 
opment Division , Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D.C. Interested 
firms also are invited to correspond 
with Hermann Bauermeister Maschin- 
enfabrik and Muehlenbau G.m.b.H., 44 


Friedensalles, Hamburg-Altona, Ger- 
many, 
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German Concerns Seek 6 Proposals by Netherlands Firms 


Invite Plant Purchases, Investment 


Proposals from six Netherlands firms seeking licensing agreements 
for expansion and diversification of their current production activities, 
and the offer of plant sites for the establishment of industrial enter- 
prises, provide favorable possibilities ior private U.S. investment in the 
Netherlands. Correspondence is invited with each of the firms at 


addresses- given. 


@ A joint venture or working agree- 
ment for the manufacture in the Neth- 
erlands of lead, tin, and zinc products, 
particularly products for the building 
trades such as appliances for water and 
gas distribution systems and sanitary 
installations, is proposed by Wed. G. 
Dooremans & Zonen, 723 Weena, Rot- 
terdam, an established manufacturer of 
lead, tin, and zine products. 


The firm’s plant, constructed in 1954, 
reportedly has floor space of about 500 
square meters, with 400 additional 
square meters for expansion, The plant 
is said to be equipped with one smelting 
and five casting furnaces, which are 
coal-fired and have a capacity of five 
tons each. Tools for light plating work 
and 15-ton eccentric presses also are 
available. Power is supplied by several 
25-horsepower motors, 

The Rotterdam firm reportedly has 
two salesmen covering the Benelux 
countries and adequate representation 
in the other Common Market countries. 
Interested U.S. parties are invited to 
correspond with the ffirm’s agent, 
CIMCO, 20 Schenkweg, The Hague. 

@ The assembly of U.S. electronic 
measuring instruments or similar prod- 
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W. Flanders Development 
Mission in US. 


A mission from the West Flan- 
ders Development Council will be 
in the United States through De- 
cember 12, to encourage U.S. busi- 
ness to initiate or increase invest- 
ment in the West Flanders district 
of Belgium. i 

The mission, prepared to explain 
the advantages of the area as an 
operating site and the cooperative 
attitude of its local government 
providing investment incentives will 
be in Chicago; November 30-Decem- 
ber 2; Detroit, December 3-5; Bos- 
ton, December 7-9; and Hartford, 
December 10. 

Interested U.S. firms are invited 
to address inquires to the mission 
c/o Belgian Consulate General, 630 
Fifth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y. 
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ucts is proposed by Amroh, N.V., 88 He- 
rengracht, Muiden. Engaged in the man- 
ufacture of tape recorders, amplifiers, 
high frequency coils, and transformers, 
Amroh maintains a plant staff of 125 
persons. 


Primarily interested in operating as 
an assembler on a subcontracting basis, 
the Dutch company will consider ar- 
rangements such as being distributor 
for Netherlands and the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, where Amroh has 
an office. Good market potential for U.S. 
electronic products exists throughout 
the Netherlands and European Common 
Market, according to the firm. 

@ Plant facilities for the manufacture 
of U.S. line of food products are offered 
by Banketfabriek “The Prince,” 15-15a 
Sluisplein, Leidschendam, a company 
engaged in the manufacture of pastries, 
such as cheese crisps, cheese pastry 
balls, and chocolate flakes. 

In Leidschendam, a village 5 miles 
north of The Hague, the property com- 
prises the plant, storage place, kitchen, 
barn, and garden. The garden area and 
the plant’s second floor could be used 
for expanded operations according to 
the firm. . 

Banketfabriek sees good market po- 
tential for food delicacies, particularly 
cheese pastry, in the Netherlands and 
other countries. 


@ An industrial site of about 10,000 
square feet at Edam, 20 kilometers 
north of Amsterdam, is offered for sale 
to a U.S. firm interested in establishing 
manufa¢cturing facilities in the Nether- 
lands. About US$66,200 is asked for the 
property by N.V. Gereedschappenfabriek 
Ter Horst, P.O. Box 120, Hengelo, (QO). 

The factory, now empty, covers ap- 
proximately 3,400 square feet and could 
be utilized for any industrial under- 
taking. Included in the bill of sale are 
the plant, manager’s residence with 
central heating, two small houses, and 
a shed. 

e A licensing arrangement: with a 
U.S. firm for the manufacture of tools 
for the metalworking industry which 
are related to, but not competitive with 
its present lines, is sought by N.V. 
Hiweg, 480 Zwolseweg, Postbox 1, Apel- 
doorn. Hiweg proposes the manufacture 

(Continued on page 39) 
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S. African Concerns Plan Expansion 


Two companies in South Africa seek 
U.S. investment capital, machinery, and 
technical assistance for expansion in 
the production of food products and for 
estalbishment and operation of 16 and 
8 milimeter film laboratories. 


U.S. collaboration, in the form of 
technical assistance and machinery for 
an expansion of plant facilities, is 
sought by the South African firm, 
Gravara Products (Pty.), Ltd. manufac- 
turer and processor of peanuts, pop- 
corn, potato crisps, peanut brittle and 
similar products. 


In connection with its expansion pro- 
gram, the company seeks the latest 
information regarding processing and 
manufacturing these products, and in 
purchasing necessary machinery re- 
quired for this type of operation. 

The firm also is interested in pur- 
chasing machinery for a proposed fish 
frying plant. The new plant will be op- 
perated separately as the Transvaal In- 
dustrial Foods (Pty.), Ltd. 


Interested firms are invited to cor- 


respond with Basil Kyriazis, Gravara 
Products (Pty.) Ltd., P.O. Box 1770, 
Pretoria, South Africa, in connection 


with both projects. 

U.S. capital investment in the amount 
of $72,500 for establishment and opera- 
tion of 16 and 8 milimeter film lab- 
oraties in South Africa is sought by 
Colour Processing Laboratories of Cape 
Town. The U.S. investor is offered 
equal participation in the enterprise. 

Engaged in processing Ansochrome 
and Ektachrome still color films for the 
trade, the firm plans formation of a new 
company, in cooperation with the US. 
investor, to supply the needs of pro- 
fessional film producers throughout the 
Union of South Africa. Services re- 
portedly will comprise duplicating 16 
mm. color film, reducing 16 mm, to 8 
mm, color film, recording magnetic 
sound to optical sound, copying optical 
sound on film, processing the duplicated 
color film, sound recording and syn- 
chronous recording of 16 mm. magnetic 
and optical film, and producing 35 mm. 
film strips in color and 35 mm. projec- 
tion slides for educational and religious 
organizations, 

The company is particularly inter- 
ested in having its facilities available at 
the commencement of television in 
South Africa, when most telecasts will 
be done from 16 mm. color film. Possi- 
bilities reportedly are unlimite1 in this 
field. Television broadcasting has not 
b®en approved by the Government, but 
according to industrial associations and 
the trade, it will be introduced within 
2 or 3 years. 

Film strip production in color, silent 
and synchronized sound, is not done in 
South Africa, so all work must be sent 
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to England or America, according to the 
firm. The demand for this work in 
South Africa is said to be substantial. 

The U.S. investor will be required to 
act in the capacity of buying agent in 
the United States for all required film 
and chemicals. The company would 
thus be assured of receiving emulsions 
of the highest quality and delays in 
receiving supplies would be eliminated. 
The interested U.S. party could at a 
jater date serve as a base for the distri- 
bution of the company’s production. 

A prospectus submitted by the S. 
African firm is available on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, D.C. 
Interested firms may correspond with 
R. Esper, owner of Colour Processing 
Laboratories, 318 Federal Buildings, 
Foreshore, Cape Town. 


Norwegian Firm Seeks 
U.S. Machinery Lines 


A license for the manufacture in 
Norway of a U.S, line of mechanical 
handling equipment, bakery machinery, 
and similar items is sought by A/S 
Akerselvens Maskinverksted, Oslo. 

The firm, established in 1891, report- 
edly operates an engineering workshop 
manufacturing machinery and metal 
constructions. The Oslo plant covers an 
area of approximately 21,000 square 
feet and is said to be equipped with a 
wide range of modern machine tools. 
Another centrally located site of 4, acres 
has been acquired by the firm for fur- 
ther expansion. Considerable local capi- 
tal reportedly is available for the pro- 
posed expanded production operation 
should a suitable line of U.S. products 
be offered. 

At present, 1,000 skilled workers and 
trained engineering staff are employed. 
Additional labor is available if needed. 

Interested firms may write to Mr. 
Bakke, Akerselvens Maskinverksted, 
Wdm. Thranesgate 77, Oslo, Norway. 


Chewing Gum Factory 
Offered in France 


A plant for the manufacture of chew- 
ing gum is offered by MANUCO, Mar- 
seille, for outright purchase in France 
to a US. firm interested in entering 
that field. 

The MANUCO firm has been produc- 
ing varieties of chewing gum since 
1950, and its products are sold in Europe 
and North Africa. Annual production 
approximates 1,000 tons, 

The plant consists of a 3-storied stone 
building covering 100 square meters of 


= 
Australia Firm Plans. 
To Make Appliances 


A licensing arrangement with Ug 
manufacturers of domestic appliances 
and in the general field of light engi. 
neering is sought by Victa Consolidate 
Industries Pty. Ltd., of Sydney. 

The Victa company is said to be one 
of the principal manufacturers of gasp. 





line-powered lawn mowers in Australia 
(150,000 mowers a year) mainly for the 
Australian market but also exports 
them to the Pacific Islands and South 
Africa. The firm is reported to hay 
sizable financial reserves and wishes ty 
expand and diversify its products. 

The company has already diversifieg 
to some extent in radio and television 
sets, plastic kitchen utensils and other 
plastic products, and prefabricated steg} 
buildings. The firm now wishes to ex. 
pand further into domestic appliances 
and light engineering. 

The company’s general manager plang 
to visit the United States early in 196 
to follow up leads from interested US. 
companies. Interested firms are invited 
to correspond with H. R. Horton, Gen. 
eral Manager, Victa Consolidated Ip. 
dustries Pty. Ltd., Horsley Road,- Mil. 
perra, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia, 


Italian Plastic Molder. 
Wants Expansion Capital 


U. S. investment capital in the 
amount of $500,000 for a proposed ex. 
pansion of its plastic molding machin. 
ery industry is sought by the Italian 
firm, Fabb. It. Macchine Stampaggio Ad 
Iniezione (F.I.M.S.A.I.), S.p.A. The 
U.S. investor is offered active manage- 
ment participation in the enterprise. 

F.1I.M.S.A.I., a family-owned corpora- 
tion, is presently engaged in the produe- 
tion of plastic molding and _ injection 
machinery, hydraulic pumps, and hydro- 
pneumatic accumulators. Sales in 1958 
reportedly amounted to US$2 million. 
With expanded operations, the firm 
hopes to triple its production, exporting 
to Common Market areas, United King- 
dom, and the United States. An ex 
change with its own patent can be 
taken into consideration. The Milan 
company employs 120 persons. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Comm. Lorenzo Daccd, 
president and managing director of 
F.1.M.S.A.1L., S.p.A., at Via G. Stephen- 
son 120/14, Milan, Italy. 











land. Machinery for production of chew- 
ing gum, consisting of about 75 pieces 
including presses, mixers, crushers, 
wrappers, etc. is included in the sale 


Inquiries may be addressed to Louis | 


Barberoux, president, MANUCO, Ii 
rue Ste. Cecile, Marseille 5, France, 
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Operation of Anchorage 
Point in India Underway 


The first phase of an anchorage point, 
57 miles downstream from Calcutta on 
the Hooghly River near the mouth of 
the Haldia, began operation with the 
arrival of a 27-foot draft vessel. The 
poat, carrying 9,000 tons of rice from 
Burma, was lightened to 23-foot draft 
by unloading about 4,000 tons into 
jighters, which were towed to Calcutta 
Port. 

Development of the anchorage point 
jg an experimental measure taken by 
the Commissioners of the Port of Cal- 
cutta to study the problems involved in 
its operation and the possibilities of 
setting up a subsidiary port of Calcutta 
in the near future. 

At present two food grain ships will 
be permitted to work into lighters 
simultaneously at the anchorage point, 
which is expected to handle about six 
to eight ships a month. It also is pro- 
posed to top a few outgoing vessels 
with gunnies and ores. 

Use of the anchorage now is possible 
only during the fair weather season, 
from the beginning of November to 
the end of February. If the experiment 
is successful, a dock may be built at 
a suitable place near the anchorage 
which could be utilized throughout the 
year for lightering and topping opera- 
tions; however, this will depend largely 
on improvement of transport facilities. 

The pontoon jetty built at Ramsundar 
Chak, a mile upstream from the an- 
chorage point on the eastern bank, is 
not connected with any hif#hway or 
railway line. The nearest railway sta- 
tion, Paskura, is about 22 miles away 
and a bus service 6 miles away. Ware- 
housing and other facilities required in 
the storage and transport of cargo will 
also have to be built.—U.S. Consulate 
General, Calcutta. 

The Italian State Oil Agency (ENT) 
reportedly is investing $1,582,000 in 
facilities for storage, bottling, trans- 
portation, and distribution of liquified 
butane and propane gas in Argentina. 
ENI will bring a vessel to Argentina 
for river transport of the gas and will 
invest another $2,300,000 in bottles for 
the gas until the bottles are manufac- 
tured in Argentina. It is hoped that 
ENI will start activities about April 
1960.—U.S. Embassy, Buenos Aires. 








Danish consumption of cotton, at 38,- 
000 bales (500 pounds gross) during 
1958-59 (August-July), equaled that a 
year earlier, reflecting {he recovery dur- 
ing the second half of 1958-59 from the 
general textile recession, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 
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DLF To Help Improve Peru Highway 


Basic approval and commitment of funds for a $4.5 million loan 
to the Government of Peru for the improvement of a 105-mile section 
of the Peruvian Central Highway between Aguaytia and Pucallpa has 
been announced by the Development Loan Fund. 

The total cost of this road project has been estimated at $11 million. 
The Government of Peru will provide the equivalent of about $2 million. 
Application has been made to the World Bank for a loan to cover the 


remainder of the costs. 


The Central Highway reaches about 
527 miles from Lima on the Pacific 
Coast, to Pucallpa on the headwaters 
of the Amazon. It traverses mining 
regions and crosses a 15,000-foot pass 
in the Andes Mountains. About 80 miles 
of its length lie across a 12,000-foot-high 
plateau. 


The section to be improved with DLF 
assistance is the farthest inland, where 
the road crosses a relatively low tropi- 
cal plain. At present, it is an earth 
road which, for lack of surfacing and 
proper drainage, is closed to all traffic 
during the 4- to 5-month rainy season. 
Being the poorest section of the Central 
Highway, its reconstruction has been 
given highest priority by the Peruvian 
Government. 

The new road will be a 6-meter-wide 
light asphalt pavement with shoulders 


U.S. Firm To Study 
Colombia Irrigation 


The Agricultural Credit Bank (Caja 
Agraria) of Colombia has contracted 
the U.S. firm, R. J. Tipton Associated, 
Inc., to study the possibilities of irriga- 
tion and drainage of 60,000 hectares 
in the Department of Cordoba (1 hec- 
tare=2.471 acres). The studies that the 
company will make during 1960 are in- 
tended to determine the real technical 
and economic possibilities of irrigating 
two zones from the Sinu River. One is 
near Una, south of the Betanci swamp, 
and another between Cerete and Mon- 
teria. 

A previous study, made several years 
ago by the same company, demonstrated 
that lands in this area could be irri- 
gated by waters from the Sinu River 
without constructing dams, which would 
permit the economic installation of irri- 
gation without excessive charges to the 
benefitted landowners. 

Cost of the project has not been de- 
termined but it has been estimated at 
about 30 million pesos (6.40 pesos= 
US$1.). This irrigation and drainage 
project would be one of the largest 
undertaken in Colombia in recent years. 
Due to the amount of financing re- 
quired, it is expected that some foreign 
loans will be necessary.—U.S. Embassy, 
Bogota. 








of one meter at each side. Construction 
will be carried out by contractors under 
unit price contracts awarded on the 
basis of international competitive bid- 
ding. A consulting engineer will be en- 
gaged to assist the Peruvian Highway 
Department in its supervision of the 
project. The Peruvian Government has 
already invited five engineering firms 
to submit proposals. The construction 


(Continued on page 34) 





Shipping Rates Set 
On Australian Wool 


Shipping lines operating from Aus- 
tralia to the U.S. east coast changed 
wool shipment rates on September 1. 
Although the rates have been cut sub- 
stantially, actual transportation costs 
for many buyers are not reduced. 


Prior to September 1, the lines ab- 
sorbed most of the freight costs from 
the U.S. port of entry to-the mill. At 
the discretion of the U.S. buyer, wool 
would be held at the port of entry 
and shipped to the mill of the buyer’s 
choice anytime within ‘12 months of 
arrival at almost no cost to him. Ship- 
ping lines often found that after a 
lapse of time the port of entry of the 
wool was not the most convenient to 
the mill chosen by the buyer. 


Under the new freight rates all ship- 
ments will be from the Australian to 
U.S. port, with the buyer absorbing all 
inland transportation costs. New rates 
for 100 pounds are greasy wool, $5 and 
scoured wool, $6, plus the shipper’s 7 
percent commission. 


No rate changes on shipments to the 
west coast have been made. On this 
route shipping lines still absorb inland 
transportation costs. 





Telecommunications equipment for 20 
development projects in the Federation 
of Malaya will be financed by a 10-year 
loan of $19,236,000 from the United 
Kingdom. The loan will be made through 
the Export Credits Guarantee Depart- 
ment. A microwave link between Kuala 
Lumpur and Ipoh and completion of a 
headquarters building in Kuala Lumpur 
will be financed by the loan.—U.S. Em- 
bassy, Kuala Lumpur. 
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Planned 


CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 


Argentina. The Italian State Oil 
Agency ENI, through its subsidiary 
AGIP for Azioni, will invest $1.4 million 
in facilities for liquified petroleum gas, 
including river transport, and will “‘pro- 
visionally” invest another $2 million in 
bottles. 





Brazil. The Interstate Commission of 
the Parana-Uruguay Basin has ap- 
proved the construction of a pilot hy- 
droelectric plant at Urubupunga. The 
state of Sao Paulo is to be the principal 
incorporator of an operating company 
with initial capital of 250 million cruz- 
eiros ($13.7 million) and an installed 
generating capacity of 1.4 million kilo- 
watts. 





Ecuador. A paved highway is planned 
from Quito to Quevedo, via Aloag and 
Santo Domingo, which will be part of 
the 544-kilometer highway network in- 
itiated with the $14.5 million World 
Bank loan obtained by Ecuador in 1957. 
Overall cost of this program is $23.6 
million. 


Egypt. John Lawrence of the Ameri- 
can Middle East Corp., which has an 
investment in the Edfina Canning Co. in 
Alexandria, has obtained approval from 
the Ministry of Industry to establish a 
welded steel pipe factory at Kelwan in 
Egypt. He plans to set up a joint 
American-Egyptian company with a 
capitalization of £E200,000 ($575,000). 
Machinery for this project is estimated 
to cost $700,000. The plant will have a 
capacity of 12,000 tons of %-inch to 4- 
inch welded steel pipe. 


The Edfina Canning Co. in Alexandria 
plans to expand its production facilities. 





Ethiopia. Ethiopia plans to build new 
international airports at Addis Ababa 
and Baherdar-Giyorgis and to improve 
the fields of Asmara and Jima. Amman 
and Whitney-Husted (U. S! architects 
and engineers) will prepare plans for 
improvement of Ethiopia’s airports, fi- 
nanced with US$9 million of an Export- 
Import Bank loan of US$24.7 million. 
Invitations to bid on the major con- 
struction are expected to be called 
int 1960. 





Finland. A 70-room hotel, to be built 
in Helsinki by Yhtyneet Ravintolat Oy 
(Joint Restaurants, Inc.), a subsidiary 
of Alkoholiliike Oy, the Government- 
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owned liquor monopoly will include a 
350-400-seat restaurant, a banquet room, 
a bank, and a supermarket on the 
ground floor. 


Liberia. The Liberian Swedish and 
American Minerals Co. (LAMCO), 
Stockholm, Sweden, has planned a $47- 
million harbor project in Bassa. Bids 
for construction are being invited. 


In Harper, plans are near completion 
for construction of a harbor 18 feet 
deep, estimated to cost $15 million, un- 
der the supervision of the Liberian De- 
partment of Public Works and Utilities. 

Several coastal towns are scheduled 
for immediate electrification through 
the Department of Public Works and 
Utilities. 





Poland. Two margarine plants are to 
be built—one in Brzeg with equipment 
to harden oils and the other, a refinery 
in the Bielsko-Biala. 


Thailand. Thailand’s new 6-year high- 
way program, to begin in 1961, includes 
a project to link Bangkok to Burma, 
Laos, Cambodia, Malaya, and Singa- 
pore with at least second-class roads. 


Tunisia. The French firm of Pierre 
Cot made an engineering study of Tu- 
nis "El Aouna International Airport to 
provide for expansion and improvement 
facilities. 

Replacement of the Tunis tram sys- 
tem with buses is planned, 

The Government of Tunisia appar- 
ently has approved in principle a pro- 
posal made by Hilton Hotels Interna- 
tional. to enter into a management con- 
tract for a Hilton Inn, costing $2.5-$3 
million to be located in Tunis’ Belve- 
dere residential section. 





Union of South Africa. Fine Wool 
Products (S.A.) Ltd., Johannesburg, is 
planning a £250,000 ($700,000) expan- 
sion of its plant in Uitenhage. 

A Nuclear Research Institute will be 
established near Cape Town to be op- 
erated jointly by the Universities of 
Cape Town and Stellenbosch. A Van 
der Graaf accelerator is needed as an 
initial step. 

The Secretary of Transport, D. J. 
Joubert, has announced that Jan Smuts 
Airport, outside Johannesburg, will un- 
dergo entensive alterations to be com- 
pleted by 1965. 


DLF Teo... 


(Continued from page 
job will be interrupted by 
season and is expected to 
years. 

The region served by this section of 
the highway has good economic poten. 
tialities which so far have been only 
partly developed for lack of adequate 
connections with the Lima-Callao area, 
Improvement of the road will open 
promising jungle areas for settlement 
and will develop and provide outlet for 
crude rubber, mahogany, 
other forest products. 

Pucallpa is a river port for a vast 
inland area and, despite its poor trans. 
portation facilities, is an important lum. 
ber center. At present the cost of haul. 
ing lumber to Lima accounts for about 
a third of the sale price. After the 
road is improved, it is expected that 
lumber production in Peru will increase 
more rapidly than it has in the past— 
perhaps rising from 44 million board 
feet, the 1957 figure, to 70 million board 
feet by 1970. About half this production 


will be transported over the Pucallpa 
road, 
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cedar, and 


The area alsovhas possibilities for rais- 
ing beef cattle and production of tropi- 
cal crops such as bananas, cacao, and 
rubber. It includes the Tourna-vista de- 
velopment and the San Jorge experi- 
mental cattle farms operated by US. 
Peruvian interests. It is believed that 
the hauling of meat and cattle over the 
new road could reach 8,000 tons a year 
by 1970, and that traffic in 
crops could reach 60,000. tons. During 
the same period, incoming traffic may 
increase from the present 56,000 tons 
to 100,006 tons. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





: Major Auto Firms 
Display in Paris 


Compact U.S. cars were among the 
exhibits which attracted attention at 
the Paris Auto Show, October 1-11. All 
major companies of the principal auto- 
mobile-producing countries, except 
US.S.R., participated in what was con- 
sidered a successful show. 

In addition to passenger cars, exhib- 
its included delivery wagons, light 
trucks, parts, accessories, service sta- 
tion equipment, cleansing and tire re- 
pair products, painting and polishing 
equipment, and foundry shops. Displays 
ysually are promoted jointly by foreign 
firms and local agents. U.S. manufac- 
turers generally have been represented 
by their French or European distrib- 
utors. 

Exhibitors totaled 830, including 160 
foreign firms from 12 countries. Motor 
vehicle representation fell from 107 
firms in 1958 to 76 this year. The de- 
cline was attributed to the omission of 
the separate industrial vehicles and 
motorcycles exhibition. The 1960 Auto 
Show, tentatively set for October 6-16, 
again will comprise two exhibits. 

Auto Show attendance was estimated 
at 650,000, 40,000 of whom were from 
foreign countries.—U.S. Embassy, Paris. 





World Chemical Exposition 
To Be Held in Yugoslavia 


The Yugoslav Union of Chemists and 
Technologists and the Association of 
Chemical Industry in Yugoslavia will 
sponsor an International Chemical Ex- 
hibition June 1-10. 

The aim of the exhibition, according 
to its sponsors, is to prove the role 
of the chemical industry in modern 
life and to show actual achievements 
and future possibilities in the industry. 
Special importance will be given to ma- 
chinery and equipment which might 
have application in Yugoslav industry. 

US. firms are invited to participate 
in the exhibition and may write to Dr. 
I. Todorovic, Organization Committee, 
Exposition de Il'Industrie Chemique 
Yugoslavia 1960, Bulevar Vojvode Mis- 
ica 16, Belgrade, Yugoslavia.—U.S. Em- 
bassy, Belgrade. 





New Zealand’s production of beef 
(product weight basis) in export pack- 
ing plants dropped to 211 million pounds 
during the year ending September 30, 
1959 (see Foreign Crops and Markets, 
Dee, 15, 1958), the’ Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. This was 14 percent 
below the previous 12-month period. The 
United States is the major outlet for 
New Zealand beef exports. 
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Cologne Fine Foods Exhibition 
Successful as a World Market 


Receipt of orders at the 1959 General Provisions and Fine Foods 
Exhibition (ANUGA) in Cologne, September 26-October 4, was consid- 
ered by all branches involved as good to very good. Additional busi- 
ness transactions were expected to be concluded as a result of new con- 


tacts established during the fair. 


The importance of ANUGA, a biennial event designed to bring 
together producers, wholesalers, retailers and consumers of fine foods, 
as an international market for the provisions and fine foods industries 
was evidenced by the large number of foreign exhibitors and the pres- 
ence of prominent foreign officials. International meetings and con- 
gresses were held concurrently with the fair. 


A total of 1,979 exhibitors, including 
944 from 40 countries, displayed their 
merchandise. Although the exhibition 
was restricted to the trade during the 
first three days, about 300,000 visitors 
attended, 8 to 10 percent of which were 
from 58 foreign countries. Reportedly 
900 journalists attended, 132 of whom 
were from 21 foreign countries. 


Buyers’ preferences at the Fair re- 
flected a trend toward top quality prod- 
ucts and interest in ready-to-serve meals 
and frozen foods. Demand centered on 
specialties such as wines, liquors, cham- 
pagne, chocolate, candies, and biscuits. 
Leading firms in the meat industry re- 
ported favorable business transactions 
with German, U.S. and other foreign 
customers. 

The United States was represented 
again this year by a large-scale exhibi- 
tion sponsored and managed by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and by 62 
firms whose products were displayed. 

The collective exhibition of 50 Ber- 
lin firms was reportedly well attended 
on all days. Interest was shown in Ber- 
lin meat products, spirits, chocolate, and 
candies, and a large volume of orders 
was Said to have been placed for these 
goods, 


The production and distribution of 
deep-freeze products exhibit, showing 
the latest models of deep-freezers and 
the scope of present frozen food prod- 
ucts in Germany, was reported as very 
successful. Much attention centered on 
the exhibition called, “The Modern 
Shop,” which illustrated furnishings for 
and self-service practices in modern 
shops. It was noted that many retail- 
ers seemed ready for investments de- 
signed to introduce self-service meth- 
ods, including coin-operated dispensers, 
in their shops. 

One highlight of the fair was the 
packing and packaging show in which 
a total of 140 German and foreign firms 
presented various packaging materials 
and machinery. Exhibitors reportedly 





booked a large volume of orders for 
this merchandise. 

The official fair catalog and list of 
foreign countries represented are avail- 
able on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D.C. The next 
ANUGA is scheduled for 1961.—U.S. 
Consulate General, Duesseldorf. 


French World Wine Fair 
Grows, Plans Expansion 


The Eleventh International Fair of 
the Vine and Wine held at Montpellier, 
October 4-18, drew an attendance of 
145,000 persons, a 10 percent increase 
over last year and it was estimated 
that sales also increased 10 percent. 
Commercial exhibitors numbered slight- 
ly over 500 with at least 10 U.S. firms 
represented through French agents or 
subsidiaries. 

The predominating commodity group- 
ing was agricultural and viticultural 
machinery, equipment, and material 
with this section occupying a some- 
what larger area this year than last. 
New model tractors were emphasized. 
Construction material and machinery, 
consumer durable and nondurable goods, 
and retail gtore equipment and ma- 
chinery also were displayed. 


Wines on exhibit were from France, 
North Africa, Corsica, Italy, Rumania, 
and Yugoslavia. A special salon was 
devoted to French quality wines. 

Ambitious plans for next year are .be- 
ing made by the Societe d'Economie 
Mixte, which was authorized last year 
to manage the fair. In addition to pub- 
lic capital authorized, private capital 
will be encouraged. The fair will be 
moved to another location which will 
permit a tripling of space from 50,000 
to 150,000 square meters.—U.S, Con- 
sulate General, Marseille. 
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Fish Tackle Imports Zoom Upward 


U.S. imports of sport fishing tackle for 1959, if continued at the rate 
of the first half-year, will probably range from $10.8 to $11.5 million, 
an increase of 57 to 65 percent over total 1958 imports of $6.8 million, 
according to Consumer Durable Goods Division, Business and Defense 


Services Administration. 

In no year since 1954 has the year- 
to-year increase exceeded about 22 per- 
cent. Tackle imports had an unbroken 
upward trend from 1950 through 1953, 
dropped slightly in 1954, and resurned 
the upward trend in 1955 with an in- 


crease of 22 percent. Since then annual 
increases have ranged from about 12 
to 18 percent. 

Imports at the end of June 1959 were 
in excess of $6.1 million and exceeded 
any full-year figure except 1958. In 
the past 5 years, imports in the first 
half of the year averaged 57.1 percent 
of the full-year figure. 


Value of U.S. Sport Tackle Imports 





{In $1,000] 
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Reel Imports Now Equal 1958 Level 

Reel imports, exclusive of parts, for 
the 1959 first-half are valued at $3,591,- 
429 and are about equal to the 1958 
total of $3,594,532. This increase is at- 
tributed primarily to a sharp upsurge 
in total value of reels imported from 
Japan’ and somewhat to accelerated 
shipments from France. 


Japan supplied 1,522,876 reels, valued 
at $1.3 million in the 1959 period, and 
1,070,190 valued at $1.06 million for ai! 
of 1958. Similarly, France supplied 238,- 
829 reels, valued at $1.3 million, against 
294,488 valued at $1.6 million for 1958. 

Shipments of reels from France in 
the first half of 1959 averaged $5.29 
each, compared with $5.31 in 1958. Those 
from Japan averaged 87 cents each in 
contrast with 99 cents in 1958. 


Imports of reel parts in the first half 
of 1959 did not maintain the 1958 ratio 
of reel parts to reels. In 1959 imports of 
parts were valued at about 3.4 percent 
of reel imports contrasted with a 1928 
full-year ratio of about 5.7 percent. In 
both the 1959 and 1958 periods, reel 
parts from France accounted for approx- 
imately 60 percent of the total. 


Increasing emphasis on the promo- 
tional aspect of lower priced reels is 
indicated by the ratio of reel parts im- 
ports to reels from Japan as contrasied 
with those from France. In 1958 parts 
imported from Japan on the basis of 
dollar value represented about 2 per- 
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cent of Japanese reel imports while 
those from France were about 8 per- 
cent of the value of French reel imports. 
In 1959 the ratio for French arrivals de- 
clined slightly to about 7 percent while 
the ratio of parts to reel imports from 
Japan is insignificant. 


Baits Follow Rising Trend 

Baits, snelled hooks, and flies are re- 
ported in import statistics as fishing 
tackle and parts (not separately pro- 
vided for) except fishing lines, nets, and 
seines, but including artificial baits of 
whatever material composed, fly hooks, 
fly boxes, artificial flies. In this cate- 
gory, 1959 first-half imports of $1,181,- 
888 are equivalent to about 90 percent 
of the entire 1958 imports of $1,301,825. 
Proportionately, this category in both 
the 1959 and 1958 periods held steady 
at about 19 percent of total tackle im- 
ports. 


Hooks other than snelled, reported 
separately in import statistics, show 
some decline in the incoming rate in 
the 1959 period. In 1958 these hooks 
accounted for 17 percent of all imports 
but declined to 12 percent in 1959. Hook 
imports for the 1959 period and full 
year of 1958 were valued at $746,911 
and $1,117,269, respectively. 


Japan, France Leading Suppliers 


Japan and France in the first half of 
1959 retained first and second place, 
respectively, as suppliers of tackle to 
the U.S. market. Sweden, however, 
moved into third place in 1959 and Nor- 
way slipped back into fourth. Total im- 
ports from these countries for the 1959 
first half year and 1958 full year (in 
parentheses) were as follows: Japan 
$2,709,045 ($2,764,487); France $1,399,- 
727 «=(51,764,021); Sweden $658,527 
($614,642); and Norway $524,110 ($837,- 
508). 

U.S. imports of majer sport tackle 
categories in the first half of 1959 and 
the major supplying countries are shown 
in accompanying tables. The full list of 
all commodities with major suppliers for 
1958 and first half of 1959 may be ob- 
tained upon request from Business and 
Defense Services Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C. 


Reels 
RT ERS A Net EA AARP Be 2 $1,328,716 
France 1,264,510 
Sweden ..... 534,461 
IT, dandiinin ch dhastae.olipdidinmndithicdttenitihaastinwisatebad 463,742 
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World Steel Output 
High Despite Strike 


World steel production for the entire 
year 1959 will be well over the 289 mi). 
lion tons produced in 1958, when busi. 
ness was off generally, despite the slow. 
down in U.S. output. 

World production, which was running 
at the high annual rate of 346 millios 
net tons in the first 
dropped to a rate of 317 million tong 
for the first 9 months as a result of 
the prolonged strike in the United 
States. The figures exclude commp. 
nist China and North Korea. 

The 317-million ton rate was not ex. 
pected to be maintained in 
quarter of the year, since the higher 
level of production abroad will not 
completely compensate for lost produc. 
tion in this country. In 1957, pm. 
duction set a record of 316 million tons. 

All principal steel producing coun- 
tries, except the United Kingdom, re. 
corded gains in the first 9 months of 
1959, as compared with the same pe- 
riod of 1958. Production of steel in Ja- 
pan during this period exceeded pro. 
duction in France for the first time, 


moving Japan up to fifth place amonz | 


world steel producing countries. Rec. 
ord production appears certain in 1959 
for Canada, Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, France, Benelux countries, 
U.S.S.R., and Japan. 


Argentina Produces More 
Petroleum, Imports Fall 


Total Argentine production of pe- 
troleum increased 26 percent and im.- 
ports dropped 14.3 percent in the first 
9 months of 1959 as compared with that 
period of 1958. Production for the pe- 
riod was 5,192,256 cubic meters. 

Imports of crude oil and _ products 
declined from 7,660,023 cubic meters in 
1958 to 6,561,814 cubic meters in 1959, 
The c.i.f. value of the imports was simi- 
larly down from $163,265,301 to $128, 
982,316. About $11 million of the sav- 
ings effected results from the 
prices in 1959 and the remainder to 


the reduced volume of imports.—US. | 





Embassy, Buenos Aires. 





Tackle and Parts' 


SA GREEN OB 68 $ 925,633 
ES 2 ORE SS eae 124,065 
France ... igvcnisivdaipnitesbemmletmedeaecca 48.2, 
ee ae 83,952 
Total $1,181,883 


‘Includes baits, hooks, and flies. 
Fish Hooks (Not Snelled) 






Norway $ 524,110 
Japan . ik aaodl 151,121 
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Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Exports of Aluminum 
Scrap Up 40 Percent 


Aluminum scrap exports for the first 
9 months of 1959 amounted to 39,878,- 
000 pounds, or about 40 percent over 
the corresponding period in 1958. 

The September total of 7,106,000 
pounds was the largest monthly figure 
reported for the year and brought the 
third quarter total to 17,035,000 pounds. 
The September figure represents a re- 
yision of a previously released figure of 
10,478,000 pounds which included some 
metal incorrectly classified by exporters. 
Downward revision of scrap exports 
amounting to 2,200,000 pounds for July 
and August were also made for a simi- 


| Jar reason. 


Aluminum scrap is not controlled for 
export by the U.S. Department of Com- 
merce for reasons of short supply, but 
a license is required for shipments to 
Soviet bloc countries. No exports have 
been reported to the Soviet bloc. 

Despite the recorded increase in ex- 
ports, it is not believed that the balance 
between domestic supply and demand 
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the concern expressed by the secondary 
smelting industry, the Department is 
keeping a close watch over the domes- 
tie supply-demand situation and ex- 
port trends.—Aluminum and Magnesi- 
um Division, Business and Defense 
Services Administration. 


Rhodesian Mining .. . 


(Continued from page 9) 
there was no indication that the Gov- 
ernment would grant relief on this 
score except possibly for movement of 
coal for export. 

Power was in plentiful supply as 
additional current came from the Bel- 
gian Congo, and an immediate future 
supply is assured from the Kariba Dam, 
now nearing completion. Proposed in- 
creases in cost of power, particularly 
in Southern Rhodesia, were fought by 
the minerals industries through its 
Chamber of Mines.—U.S. Consulate 
General, Salisbury. 


A copy of the despatch on which this 
article is based and which contains a 
more detailed minerals analysis is avail- 
able on loan from the Near Eastern and 
African Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U.S. Department of Com- 
Merce, Washington 25, D.C. 





Canadian wheat and flour exports 
during the first quarter (July-Septem- 
ber) of 1959-60 were 69.7 million bush- 
els, less than 1 percent below those in 
the first quarter a year earlier, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Wheat exports were 60.4 million bush- 
els and flour exports were 9.3 million 
bushels, compared with 62.1 and 8.1 
million respectively, last season. 
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Plastic Plant Opens 
In Tunisia 


A plastic plant was officially 
opened at Sousse by the President 
of Tunisia on October 24. 

The plant, which employs 13 
men, has been operating since * 
August and is expected to produce 
in its first year of operation 70 
metric tons of plastic hose, pocket 
combs, weather stripping and sheet 
material. This quantity represents 
about one-third of Tunisia’s annual 
import of plastic articles. 

Comptoir National du Plastique, 
which ewns the plant, was founded 
in February 1958. Construction of 
the plant began shortly thereafter 
when a 5-year loan of 20,000 dinars 
($47,600) was secured from the re- 
volving Industrial Loan Fund of 
the Societe Tunisienne de Banque, 
which was created in 1958 with the 
U.S. counterpart program funds. 
—U.S. Embassy, Tunis. 





French Production of Photo 
Goods Gains Steadily 


French production of photographic 
film, paper, and plates in the first half 
of this year amounted to 15,095,900 
square meters, a slight gain over the 
corresponding period of 1958. 

Production for the entire year 1958, 
however, totaled 28,187,600 square me- 
ters a 15-percent increase over the pre- 
ceding year’s total. 

Motion-picture film totaled 4,740,000 
square meters in 1958, an increase of 
more than 61 percent compared with 
1957. The trend in production for the 
first 6 months of 1959 indicates that 
total yearly production will exceed 1958. 

Other photographic film, including 
motion-picture amateur film, increased 
from 2,455,000 square meters in 1957 to 
3,475,200 square meters for 1958, an in- 
crease of 27.9 percent. 

Photographic plates, paper, and X-ray 
film also recorded slight increases in 
1958. 

Effective January 1, 1958, France 
made a number of changes in film clas- 
sifications so that comparative figures 
are not available for 1957.—Scientific, 
Motion-Picture, and Photographic Prod- 
ucts Division, Business and Defense 
Services Administration. 





Denmark's hops import needs in 1959- 
60 (September-August) are estimated 
at 456 metric tons (1 million pounds), 
compared with 503 tons (1.1 million 
pounds) imported in 1958-59, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports, 

The reduction is attributed to a 30- 
percent increase in September 1 carry- 
ing stocks compared with a year earlier. 
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2 Japanese Steel Firms 
Get $44 Million Loan 


The World Bank has made two loans 
totaling $44 million to assist in the 
modernization and expansion programs 
of the two largest steel companies in 
Japan. The loans were made to the 
Japan Development Bank, which will 
relend $24 million to Fuji Iron & Steel 
Co., Ltd., and $20 million to Yawata 
Iron & Steel Co., Ltd. 

Private banks in the United States 
participated in both the loans without 
the guarantee of the World Bank. 

Expansion and modernization of facil- 
ities of the Yawata and Fuji companies 
account for a large part of the indus- 
try’s second large expansion and mod- 
ernization program, Yawata is increas- 
ing pig iron capacity from 2.1 to 3.4 
million tons annually and ingot steel 
from 2.8 to 5.3 million tons. Fuji is 
increasing its pig iron capacity from 
2.7 to 3.3 million tons a year and ingot 
steel from 3 million to 3.8 million tons. 


Yawata, largest steel company in Ja- 
pan, produces plates, sheets, rails, 
shapes and bars. It also manufactures 
silicon steel sheets, and sells some pig 
iron and semifinished products. The 
project for which the Bank’s loan will 
be used includes installation of facilities 
at the company’s Tobata plant in north- 
ern Kyushu to make it a fully inte- 
grated steel plant. The works being 
undertaken include two 1,500-ton per 
day blast furnaces, a 3,500-ton per day 
sintering plant, three 60-ton oxygen 
top-blowing converters and a 48-inch 
slabbing mill, all with related facilities. 
The Bank loan will cover about 17 per- 
cent of the total cost of the project, 
estimated at the equivalent of $117.6 
million, 


Fuji, second largest steel company in 
Japan, produces plates, sheets, rails, 
shapes and bars. It also sells large 
quantities of pig iron and semifinished 
steel products. The Bank’s loan will 
help finance a project at the company’s 
plant at Hirohata in Honshu on the in- 
land sea. Works being undertaken in- 
clude construction of a 1,500-ton a day 
blast furnace with related facilities, a 
2,000-ton a day sintering plant, two 
60-ton oxygen top-blowing converters, 
and a slabbing mill, together with all 
ancillary facilitites. These new facilities 
will enable Fuji to increase production 
of plates and sheets. Also, by permitting 
a fuller utilization of existing rolling 
mills, the project will increase the com- 
pany’s earning power. The Bank loan 
will cover about 32 percent of the total 
cost of the project, estimated at the 
equivalent of $75.3 million. 
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Market in African Areas 
For Air Conditioning 


A foreign market survey of air-con- 
ditioning and refrigeration equipment in 
selected African countries indicates 
that U.S. exports to the Union of South 
Africa, French West Africa, and the 
Belgian Congo have increased from $1.3 
to $2.6 million, $0.5 to $1.3 million, and 
$0.9 to $1.3 million, respectively in the 
past 2 years. 

Demand for air-conditioning and re- 
frigeration equipment in Africa is now 
limited to the European population 
which comprises a small percent of the 
total. The African population constitutes 
a large potential market for the future, 
but immediate prospects are not en- 
couraging. 

Future markets in French West Af- 
rica and the Belgian Congo are best 
for package air conditioners while the 
market for central type air-condition- 
ing systems appears promising in the 
Union of South Africa. Expansion of 
the South African market for commer- 
cial and industrial refrigeration equip- 
ment depends on the countries’ progress 
in introducing new food handling tech- 
niques and a quick-freeze industry 
which are practically untouched fields. 

In the past U.S. manufacturers have 
had a dominant share of the African 
market. Germany and Italy, however, 
have entered the package air-condition- 
ing market in the Union of South Africa 
and central air-conditioning units from 
Denmark are competing with US. 
products in the Belgian Congo. 

Other impediments to U.S. exporters 
are a 15 percent duty recently placed 
on refrigeration machinery and parts in 
the Union of South Africa. French West 
Africa has an import duty of 15 percent 
on both air-conditioning and refrigera- 
tion equipment plus a severe import 
quota on air conditioners. 

No production of air-conditioning and 
refrigeration equipment is produced in 
French West Africa or the Belgian 
Congo. 

Production of package air condition- 
ers is negligible in the Union of South 
Africa. Current annual production of 
other types of air-conditioning and com- 
mercial and _ industrial refrigeration 
equipment, however, amount to $7 mil- 
lion, according to trade sources. 

U.S. manufacturers may increase 
sales through subsidiaries, third coun- 
tries, and licensing arrangements. Di- 
rect investment is welcomed in the Un- 
ion of South Africa. 

The only exports from countries cov- 
ered by the survey were a small quan- 
tity of commercial refrigerators from 
the Union of South Africa to the 
Rodesias. 

This study is the last of a series cov- 
ering air-conditioning and commercial 
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and industrial refrigeration equipment. 
Other reports covered selected Euro- 
pean, Eastern, and Latin American 
countries, 

Further information may be obtained 
from the General Industrial Equipment 
and Components Division, Business and 
Defense Services Administration, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. 





US. Imports of Photographic 
Film 41 Percent Higher 


U.S. imports of sensitized, unexposed 
photographic film increased 41.6 percent 
in the first 9 months of 1959 as com- 
pared with 1958. Imports for the period 
totaled $9,873,037 and $6,970,598 for 
that period of 1958. 

Purchases from Belgium totaled $5,- 
492,390, 55.6 percent of all film imports. 
The United Kingdom followed with $2,- 
449.426, representing 24.8 percent of 
total imports. Other important sources 
were Canada, West Germany, and Italy. 

Belgium, principal source of all film 
except X-ray, supplied 74 percent of the 
roll film, 43.9 percent of X-ray film, 45 
percent of “other film,’’ 81.8 percent of 
motion-picture film less than 1 inch 
in width, and 85.2 percent of motion- 
picture film 1 inch or more in width. 

The United Kingdom was the leading 
supplier of X-ray film which was valued 
at $2,016,772, or 47.5 percent of the 
total. This amount represents an in- 
crease of more than four times the re- 
corded imports for the corresponding 
period of 1958.—Scientific, Motion-Pic- 
ture, and Photographic Products Di- 
vision, Business and Defense Services 
Administration, 


Germany, Austria Agree 
On Feature Film Imports 


The new film agreement between the 
Federal Republic of Germany and Aus- 
tria for the period April 1, 1959, to De- 
cember 31, 1960, provides for imports of 
42 feature motion pictures of Austrian 
origin into Germany as against 210 Ger- 
man films to be imported into Austria. 
Films may not be older than 30 months. 


Import licenses for German and Aus- 
trian films produced exclusively for tel- 
evision may be granted by both coun- 
tries in a liberal manner. Because of the 
new currency regulations establishing 
free convertibility of German and Aus- 
trian currencies, all restricting provi- 
sions concerning payment have been 
eliminated in the new agreement.—Sci- 
entific, Motion-Picture, and  Photo- 
graphic Products Division, Business and 
Defense Services Administration. 


U.S. imports for consumption in Sep- 
tember reached a record total of $1,348.7 
million, a gain of about 13 percent, the 
Bureau of Census reports, 
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Japan's Instrument 
Industry Expanding 


An expanding industry with a brighj 
future is the scientific, industrial, 
process instruments industry in Jg 
which offers 
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During 1949-57, Japan concluded of 
technological assistance agreements fiber and 
which 66 involved American firm) The ¢ 
Other nations participating in the grouP of 
agreements were Federal Republic gyestors- 
Germany, Switzerland, Panama, Frang|erland, ' 
the United Kingdom, and Sweden, Durisol 
The Japanese Government has furnish 
strict in the past several years a ienoaa 
approving only those agreements asm 
sidered beneficial to Japan economic expe o 
ally. Most of the agreements approy tine 
in the scientific and industrial instru out 6 
ments field have been in the areas f Duris 
flight and navigational, and electric ‘tions, | 
electronic measuring, testing, and Total 
trol instruments, ! at app 
With the increasing importance of j $500,00C 
dustrial and automatic control syst : 
in modern production and Japan's IFC's 
cessity for technological advancemen pletion 


these fields will continue to offer jj 
censing opportunities for Americ 
firms.—Scientific, Motion-Picture, ol Pro} 


Photographie Products Division, 


ties. 


Peruvian Lumber Output, of too 
Trade Decline Sharply |"yi 


Peru’s lumber production in 193] chine 
amounted to 30,994,000 board feet, @ Viaard 
which 13,015,000 feet was produced i ae 
the zone of Pucallpa; 6,264,000 in Oy 





apampa; 5,332,000 feet in Iquitos, jigs, a 
4,411,000 feet in Tingo Maria. Produ} _ The 
tion consisted mainly of hardwoods, 3,000 : 
which more than half, or 16,567,000 fee} dingen 

‘ when 


was Spanish cedar. . 

Peru’s apparent consumption of lum includ 
ber is substantially larger than d machii 
tic production. In 1958, Peru importéy weldin 


17,559,000 board feet of lumber ang and s 
32,800 railway ties. Lumber exports if factor 
that year amounted to 1,107,000 about 
feet. to be 


In 1957 lumber production was 4 activi 
488,000 board feet, imports 34,0380) © 1 
feet, and exports 2,095,000 feet. , 18 Se 

Peru’s forest area of 172,900,000 acra} fered 
covers 56.1 percent of the total are} inest 
of the country and represents 17.5 acres in th 
per inhabitant. Forests being commert: mode 
ally exploited amount to 894,000 acres; yards 
or but a negligible proportion of th) when 
forested land.—Forest Products Divisiot) turin 
Business and Defense Services Admit} Vl 
istration. sized 
Wate 

U.S. exports of unmanufactured t) to th 
bacco for September 1959, at 93.7 millio} able 
pounds, were 59.4 percent above Sep} ment 
tember 1958, the Foreign Agriculturé] merc 
Service reports. Was! 
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nding} Peru To Make Durisol 
ith a brig} The International Finance Corpora- 
lustrial, tion (IFC) has announced a commit- 


ry in Ja ment to invest $300,000 in Durisol del 
lOr inves, peru, S.A.. a new Peruvian company, 
'™M Of tech neing formed to manufacture Durisol, a 









‘ts. precast lightweight building material 
oncluded de of chemically treated vegetable 
‘eements gfiber and cement. — 

‘ican firm]. The enterprise is sponsored by a 
& in theygrouP of Peruvian industrialists and in- 
Republic gyestors. Durisol, A.G. of Zurich, Switz- 
ma, Frangs|erland, which developed and own the 


Sweden, ‘Durisol! process, will be licensor and 
furnish technical assistance and also be 
shareholder in the company. 
Construction of the Durisol plant is 
expected to start in Lima in the next 
ew months with production to begin 
y the end of 1960. Capacity will be 
pout 630,000 square meters annually 
f Durisol products used for walls, par- 
itions, ceilings, and roofs. 

' Total cost of the project is estimated 
at approximately $800,000 of which 
$500,000 will be subscribed by the spon- 
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Japan's IFC’s commitment is subject to com- 


lvancemen pletion of the necessary legal formali- 
to offer ity: 
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(Continued from page $1) 
of tools, under license, utilizing the 
US. trademark and know-how. 

Hiweg makes drills, hand and ma- 
chine saws, and its affiliate Gerfa, 
Viaardingen, with which it reportedly 
will amalgamate soon, makes milling 
cutters and reamers, normal and special 
jigs, and fixtures. 

The plant site in Apeldoorn covers 
3,000 square meters, the one in Vlaar- 
dingen about 1,800, but it will be-sold 
when the companies merge. Facilities 
include various milling and grinding 
machines, lathes, excenter. presses, 
welding equipment, annealing furnaces 
and similar machines. When the two 
factories are combined they will employ 
about 200 people. Ample capital is said 

| to be available for new or extended 
n was 44 activities. 
— 34,038,00,  ® The toolmaking plant of N.V. Gerfa, 
eet. | 18 Schiedamsedijk, Vlaardingen is of- 
),000 acre} fered for sale to a U.S. firm interested 
total are} in establishing manufacturing operations 
$175 a in the Netherlands. Gerfa’s two-floor 
commert-} modern plant covering 2,160 square 
1,000 acres) yards will be sold in empty condition 
ion of th) when the company combines manufac- 
‘ts Divisiot) turing activities with N.V. Hiweg. 
ces Admit} Vlaardingen is said to be a mediurmn- 
sized industrial town on the New 
Waterway, the canal from Rotterdam 
to the sea. Supplemental data is avail- 
able on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D.C, 
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ITEMS 





Items appearing under this col- 
umn head were prepared by Food 
Industries Division, Business and 
Defense Services Administration, 
German production of sugar feed by- 
products will be considerably smaller 
than in 1958 because of the small 
German sugar beet harvest this year. 


The tight market situation is being 
aggravated by the fact that beet farm- 
ers are taking back from the sugar fac- 
tories almost the entire quantity of feed 
provided for under contract, whereas 
in normal years they commission the 
factory to sell a portion of it. 


Application for import licenses for 
dried sugar beet pulp, dried sugar beet 
pulp with molasses, and dried shredded 
sugar beets will be received at the 
Foreign Trade Agency until the value 
limit has been reached, but not later 
than March 26, 1960. Last date of cus- 
toms clearance is March 31, 1960.—U:S. 
Embassy, Bonn. 





Fishery production in the Philippines 
exceeded 426 million kilograms in 1958, 
the highest figure yet reached. Exports 
of fishery products increased in volume, 
but a decrease in value was reflected. 
Imports of fish and fishery products in 
1958 were valued at more than $16 mil- 
lion, an increase of $2.3 million over 
1957, but those from the United States 
reached a new low of only 21 percent of 
the total—U.S. Embassy, Manila. 





Tea production in Ceylon has reached 
a peak from which it might be expected 
to decline gardually, unless replanting is 
promptly undertaken. 

A program has been put in motion to 
replant 30,000 acres of the tea on estates 


of more than 100 acres, which consti- ' 


tute 78 percent of the total of 572,706 
acres under tea. Rehabilitation is also 
underway on 30,000 acres of small 
estates. The aim is to replant bushes 
at the rate of 5,000 acres per year. 

The target for tea production laid 
down in Ceylon’s 10-Year Plan is to 
increase output 25 percent by 1968. The 
plan is based on the premise that the 
yield can be raised from the present 
average of 771 pounds per acre to 2,000 
pounds, which has been demonstrated at 
the Tea Research Institute to be pos- 
sible. The plan’s target for tea, however, 
seems more likely to be met after a 
longer period of time—U.S. Embassy, 
Colombo, 





Tea is now one of the Belgian Congo’s 
minor export commodities, but its pro- 
duction is rapidly expanding. In 1958 
exports of tea from the Congo were 
valued at about $1.57 million. This was 


equivalent to only one percent of all 
agricultural shipments from the area. 
Tea production has been increasing 
at the rate of 25 to 30 percent a year, 
and since the market has remained re- 


latively stable, tea would furnish a 
hedge against the present wide fluctua- 
tions in coffee prices. However, tea pro- 
cessing requires a much more skilled 
labor force than coffee and wages have 
been rising steadily in the Congo. 

A worldwide corporation (Unilever) 
reportedly is preparing.to start 2,000 
hectares of tea, representing an invest- 
ment of $4 million—U.S. Consulate 
General, Leopoldville. 





Ecuadoran production of cocoa in the 
first 6 months of this year was about 
15,929 metric tons, compared with 12,- 
842 tons in the like period of 1958, in- 
dicating that the 1959 harvest will be 
substantially more than in 1958 but 
slightly less than in 1957. Production in 
1958—20,666 tons—was the lowest rate 
of output since 1949, with the exception 
of 1953. 

Prices at Guayaquil have declined 
sharply since 1958. Thus the increased 
crop may not bring a greater net return 
to Ecuadoran growers—U.S. Embassy, 
Quito. 





Portugal’s olive oil in the 1959 crop 
year is officially estimated at 82,782 
metric tons, which will place it 35 per- 
cent above last year’s production and 
44 percent above the average for the 
past 10 years. 

As 1959 is a “production” year, this 
output is considered poor—the result of 
poor weather and pest damage. This 
year’s production will only be sufficient 
to meet consumption requirements for 
the 1959-60 crop year (Nov. 1 to Oct. 
31) and as 1960-61 is an “off-produc- 
tion” year, the country will be forced 
to import olive oil or a substitute. The 
only substitute permitted by law for 
edible oil is peanut oil—U.S. Embassy, 
Lisbon, 





Prospects for purchases of U.S. soy- 
beans have improved, according to a 
repersentative of the Swiss oils and fats 
industry. 

Although Swiss processors reportedly 
prefer peanuts for their high oil con- 
tent, soybeans are becoming more im- 
portant in margarine production. Mar- 
garine consumption is increasing. Co- 
conut fat, for use in margarine and 
shortening, increased in price in 1958 
and the higher prices have carried over 
into 1959. This action has contributed 
to the increased interest in soybean oil. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Puerto Rican Foreign 
Trade Zone Considered 


An Examiner’s Committee has been 
appointed by the Executive Secretary 
of the U.S. Foréign-Trade Zones Board 
to investigate an application filed by 
the Puerto Rico Industrial Development 


Company for establishment of a foreign 
trade zone in the vicinity of the Port 
of Mayaguez, P.R. 

The proposed foreign trade zone would 
be located along State highway No. 2, 
approximately 442 miles from Mayaguez 
Port, which is within Puerto Rican 
Customs Zone No. 49 of the United 
States. The land area for the proposed 
zone is to be acquired by the Puerto 
Rico Industrial Development Company, 
a public corporation directly concerned 
with the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico’s industrial development program. 
The zone would have an initial area 
of about 20 acres and approximately 15 
acres would be available for further ex- 
pansion. In the beginning the zone would 
have one industrial building for manu- 
facturing purposes and a warehouse. 


The application is said to be the re- 
sult of an extensive study by the Eco- 
nomic Development Administration of 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and 
to be supported by the Puerto Rican 
Chamber of Commerce, as well as by 
numerous business firms. It was filed 
under the provisions of the U.S. For- 
eign-Trade Zones Act, as amended, 
which provides for establishment, op- 
eration, and maintenance of foreign 
trade zones in U.S. ports of entry. 


Foreign trade zones are currently in 
* operation in the Ports of New York, 
New Orleans, San _ Francisco, and 
Seattle. The zones are enclosed areas 
within which customs laws governing 
entry of goods into the United States 
and payment of duty are not applicable. 
If the foreign merchandise is later 
moved out of the zone for consumption 
in Puerto Rico or the United States it 
is subject to all U.S. customs laws 
relating to imports. Although U:S. for- 
eign trade zones were originally in- 


tended to facilitate transshipment and 
consignment trade, amendment of the 
Act in 1950 extended the use of zones 
facilities to manufacturing and exhibi- 
tion, thus affording opportunities for 


additional marketing and promotional 
stimulation. 


Views Invited 


Interested persons are invited to sub- 
mit their views concerning the zone on 
or before December 7 to the Executive 
Secretary, Foreign Trade Zones Board, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. 

General plans showing the location 
of the proposed foreign trade zone and 
other pertinent information may be ex- 
amined at the office of the Executive 
Secretary in the Department of Com- 
merce Building or at the Office of the 
Collector of Customs, District No. 49, 
San Juan, P.R. 





Eximbank Grants Colombia 
Loan To Import Equipment 


The Export-Import Bank of Washing- 
ton has approved a credit of $25 mil- 
lion in favor of Banco de la Republica, 
the Central Bank of the Republic of 
Colombia, to assist in maintaining Co- 
lombia’s essential imports from the 
United States 

The funds will be utilized to purchase 
in the United States productive capital 
equipment required for industrial and 
other development in Colombia. 1 

Colombia in 1957 initiated a stabiliza- 
tion program in agreement with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund and with 
financial assistance from the Fund, U:S. 
commercial banks, and the Export-Im- 
port Bank. Operation of the program 
has been attended with marked success. 
Commercial bank credit has been well 
controlled, less essential governmental 
expenditures have been reduced, and 
foreign exchange rates have been ad- 
justed to more realistic levels. 


SucgessTul continuation of the progress 
will be assisted by the new $25 million 
credit. The credit will be repayable in 
eight equal semiannual installments be- 
ginning in January 1964. 





President Accepts 


Dried Fig Findings | was 


The President has concurred wit 
the U.S. Tariff Commission’s: 
finding that no formal investigati 
should be instituted at this time to 
termine whether the tariff should 
reduced on import of dried figs, 
found, with the Tariff Commission, t 
there is not sufficient reason at 
time to reopen the escape clause 
tions of several preceding years whi 
resulted in increases in the tariffs 
those items. 

The President’s action, taken af 
consultation with the Trade Pojj 
Committee, means that the incre 
rates of duty previously establi 
through escape clause actions will 
tinue to apply without reduction 
other modification. 

The Tariff Commission's study 
made pursuant to Executive 
10401, which requires periodic revi 
of affirmative actions taken under t 
escape clause. The Commission’s 
clusions were stated in a report to 
President dated August 31, 1959, as 
ported in Foreign Commerce Weeki 
September 21, 1959, page 28. 













Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription fo 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $54 
year ($3.25 additional for foreign 


mailing). 


a ied 
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Be hicvcmqendh Zone........ State... 


Mail to the nearest U.S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superit- 
tendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. Er 
close check or money order payable to th 
Superintendent of Documents. 
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